Summary of GIS Council Legal and Security Working Group Activities for 2006
The Legal and Security Working Group was organized in late July, 2006, and consists of the following individuals who have agreed to participate:

· Janet Ainsworth, Department of Public Safety;
· Jeffrey Beckham, Department of Public Works;
· Brenda Bergeron, Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (chair);
· Augustus Cavallari, Department of Information Technology;
· Ray Philbrick, Department of Public Works;
· Sonja Shuford, Department of Public Utility Control.
Other individuals who have also participated are:
· Luis Rosa, Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security;

· Eric Kovanda, Bloomfield Police Department;

· Lt. Darren Weidlich, Hartford Police Department (guest).

The goal of the group is to provide legal policy review and assistance to the full GIS Council.

The group met in August and September.  The group worked on the creation of educational tools to assist the GIS Council in considering various legal issues.  The group presented two draft policies for consideration by the GIS Council, one with regard to vendor contact rules and one with regard to the application of freedom of information laws to GIS data.  At the request of the Chair of the GIS Council, the group also reviewed the Council’s bylaws and recommended that the Council did not have the authority to give endorsements of particular grant applicants.
The group intends to continue to meet on an as-needed basis to discuss GIS Council legal policy issues as they arise.

