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GIS Council Meeting

Wednesday, October 24, 2007

2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Department of Information Technology (DoIT)
101 East River Drive, Room # 1002

East Hartford, CT 06108

DRAFT
The October 24, 2007 GIS Council Meeting minutes are not official or binding until acceptance by the GIS Council at the next scheduled meeting, November 14, 2007.  
Members Present:
Diane Wallace, DOIT
Mike Varney, DOIT 

Tony Andosca, CSU

Andy Asaro, DOT

Steve Fish, DEP

Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD

Mark Goetz (for Richard Gallacher, Town of Manchester)
Jerry Iwan, DPH 

Patrick Ladd, Town of West Hartford

Stephen Lowrey, Town of Tolland

George Pohorilak, DPS

Erik Snowden, Regional Planning (CRCOG)
Bill Hackett (for Skip Thomas, DEMHS)
Dan Morley, OPM
Members Absent:
Dennis Barry, DSS

Wayne Kasacek, DOA

LTC Gerald Luwkowski, Military

Bill Palomba, DPUC

Derek Phelps, Siting Council
Raymond Philbrick, DPW 

Sandy Prisloe, UConn

Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor 

Call to Order
The meeting was called to order at 2:30 p.m. by Chairwoman Diane Wallace.  
Review of September 12, Minutes

Chairwoman Wallace entertained a motion to accept the September 12, 2007 GIS Council meeting minutes. Council Member Patrick Ladd motioned to accept and Council Member George Pohorilak seconded.  Chairwoman Wallace asked for discussion, no discussion ensued.  All members present and voting were in favor and the motion carried.  
Review Strategic Plan and Business Plan Action Items
Chairwoman Wallace discussed the need for involvement from Council members with the GIS Strategic and Business Planning goals.  Volunteers were asked to sign-up for one of the three major initiatives:

· Data & Inventory Working Group: Develop a core set of framework data layers that can be shared across state agencies and with local government.
· Training & Education Working Group: Communicate the benefits of and educate decision makers on the use of geospatial technology to increase adoption and provide sustainable funding.

· Coordination & Organization of GIS Efforts: Improve the coordination and organization of the GIS Council efforts throughout all levels of federal, state, regional, and local governments.
Chairwoman Wallace apologized for leaving to address an urgent agency issue and turned the council over to Michael Varney.
Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group
 

Data and Inventory Assessment Working Group Chair, Jim Spencer reported that the group has been very active in establishing twelve sub-groups within this working group.  Their report will be submitted to the Council on October 31st and will be published on the website for public comment.  The final report will be submitted to the Council and published on the website on November 14th.  Currently, the working group is working with legal to determine the best way to share data.
Training and Education Working Group
 

Training and Education Working Group Co-Chair Peter Sandgren reported that work on the training survey is continuing however, most efforts have been concentrated on GIS day.  If anyone has posters, they can be submitted to Peter.  There will also be table displays and the Haddam office of UConn will be providing a demonstration about the integration of GPS/photos and Google Earth.
Legal and Security Working Group

Janet Ainsworth, sitting in for Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Chair reported that the Legal and Security Working Group met with legislative liaisons and an attorney from the Freedom of Information Commission (FOIC) on September 17th about security issues.  New language has been proposed and will be reviewed.  The FOIC is going to determine if GIS working group sessions should be made public.  The group has not met since September 17th.
Finance Working Group
 

Working Group Chair Steve Fish reported the Finance Working Group has not met as they were waiting for the finalization of the strategic plan which is now complete.  This is a necessary foundation when requesting funds because it is important to be specific about what is needed and that the requests for funds match the GIS overall plan.   

DEMHS GIS Project Update
 

Mike Varney, Project Manager, reported that the policies and procedures are being finalized and an exercise is scheduled for November 20th.  The test environment is installed and awaiting the remainder of the production equipment.  A database is being constructed and ETL processes are being developed for datasets.  Portal applications are in the test phase and a municipal critical infrastructure application is being developed.
New Business

2008 USGS CAP Grants – Closing date for NSDI CAP announcement is December 18, 2007.  While the categories aren’t necessarily in line with the GIS mission, be sure to read all details to determine whether the grant can be utilized.  If applying for grants be sure to note the deadline and have all paperwork and resources in place.  Additionally, if applying through the GIS Council, OPM will handle the paperwork.  Interests should be directed through Diane Wallace, Mike Varney, Steve Fish, and Dan Morley.  The Council will also have to decide if it wants to endorse other applicants.
Meeting Dates
Discussion of changing the December meeting date ensued.  Mike Varney entertained a motion to accept the change of the December 26th meeting to December 12th.  Council member Fish motioned to accept and Council member Dan Morley seconded. Council member Varney asked for discussion, no discussion ensued.  All members present and voting were in favor of the motion and the motion carried.  The Council will be endorsing grants at this meeting.  
Further discussion of the 2008 November and December meeting dates ensued.  Both dates were changed to the second Wednesday of each respective month.  Council member Varney entertained a motion to accept the changed dates.  Council member Fish motioned to accept and Council member Dan Morley seconded.  Council member Varney asked for discussion, no discussion ensued.  All members present and voting were in favor and the motion carried.
Other Business
· National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC): Council member Fish was contacted via email from Bill Burges of NSGIC.  He would like to know if the Connecticut GIS Council is aware of all of the initiatives occurring nationwide (since the quarterly meeting was unattended).  NSGIC has offered to come to Connecticut to discuss these initiatives and how they might impact Connecticut’s GIS Council and its mission.  The Council may wish to entertain this invitation for information in a larger arena so as to invoke community participation.  This would allow ample time for the presenters and open the forum to the other participants who may not be able to join the monthly Connecticut GIS meetings.
The Council should make a concerted effort to commit to the mid-year and annual NSGIC conferences.  For first-time participants, NSGIC will sometimes cover part or all of the expenses.  For information and details, please check their website for details at: NSGIC.org.

· The Annual Legislative report is due and will be sent out in draft form as soon as possible.  The Council will entertain a formal vote at the December meeting.

· The U.S. Forest Service is looking for people to assist in major catastrophes such as the wildfires occurring in California.  If you are interested, please contact Council member Varney and he will send you information.
Adjournment

Council member Varney entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Ladd motioned to adjourn and Council Member Pohorilak seconded.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 3:15 p.m.
Page 1 of 4

