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GIS Council Meeting
Wednesday, May 26, 2010
2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Department of Information Technology
101 East River Drive, Room # 1002A

East Hartford, CT 06108-3274
DRAFT
The May 26, 2010 GIS Council meeting minutes are not official or binding until accepted by the GIS Council at the next meeting on Wednesday, June 23, 2010.  

Members Present:
· Diane Wallace, DOIT

· Michael Varney, DOIT
· Daniel Czaja, DPS-OSET
· Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD

· Rich Gallacher, Town of Manchester
· John Gustafon, DEMHS

· Emily Hoffhine-Wilson, UConn
· Tyler Kleykamp, OPM
· Patrick Ladd, Town of Meriden
· Stephen Lowrey, Town of Tolland

· Robert Mundy (for Bill Palomba), DPUC

· Derek Phelps, CSC

· Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor

· Lance Shannon, DOA

· Erik Snowden, CRCOG

· Jim Spencer (for Robbin Cabelus), DOT

Members Absent:
· Anthony Andosca, CSUS 
· LTC Gerald Lukowski, Mil Dept.

· Raymond Philbrick, DPW
· Louis Polzella, DSS

· Howie Sternberg, DEP
· Scott Szalkiewicz, DPH

Guest Attendance:
· Bernard Asimonye, DOIT
· Lynn Bjorklund, USGS

· John Cassidy, ESRI
· Erik Madsen, DDS
· James Hurd, UConn

· Aaron Nash, Town of Vernon
· Bryan Pavlik, DPS-OSET

· Al Sylvestre, DOL

· Bill Vallee, OCC

· Christina Walsh, DPUC

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 2:32 p.m. by Chairperson Wallace.
Review of the April 28, 2010 GIS Council Meeting Minutes:

Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to accept the April 28, 2010 GIS Council meeting minutes as written.  Council member John Gustafon moved the motion and Council member Stuart Fitzgerald seconded the motion.  Chairperson Wallace asked for discussion; no discussion ensued.  12 members of the GIS Council were present and voting; all members voted in favor of accepting the minutes as written and the motion carried.
Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group:
Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group Chairperson, Jim Spencer, reports the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group nor the Subcommittees have met lately as there is a reexamination of how to finish the local and private concerns on the roadway projects with private consultants and limited funding.  

· Council member Dan Czaja said there is no new Addressing Subcommittee report.  

For more information about the Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group, please contact:

· James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

860-594-2014

Email: James.Spencer@ct.gov 
Education and Outreach Working Group:
Education and Outreach Working Group member, Emily Hoffhine-Wilson, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The Working Group continues to work on the improvement of the municipal survey and contact various towns and cities directly for information with the goal of having a single GIS contact person for each municipality.


· Although it is early in timing, the Group continues to work and plan for GIS day activities contacting speakers and lining up networking activities such as the User-to-User Groups.  Other presentations will include the Connecticut high school Geo-Challenge winner and the Geo-Bee winner.  

· Beth requests that anyone with information or articles of interest contact her at: Beth.Kelly2@us.army.mil.  The next newsletter will feature an article regarding the Connecticut Geo-Alliance.

For more information, please contact:

· Peter Sandgren, Chairperson, Education and Outreach Working Group

860-256-0875
Email: Peter.Sandgren@ct.gov 
Legal and Security Working Group:
 

Council member Michael Varney report that there is no report for the Legal and Security Working Group except that a question came in that was directed to CRCOG.
For more information, please contact:

· Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Group

860-256-0816
Email: Brenda.Bergeron@ct.gov  
NSGIC (National States Geographic Information Council) Representative Update:

The state has signed a letter of concurrence agreeing to share certain critical infrastructure information within the HIFLD/HSIP database with other states in the event of a regional emergency.

· For more information about NSGIC, please visit: www.nsgic.org.

Broadband Mapping Grant:
Designee Council member, Robert Mundy of the DPUC, presented the following informational update regarding the Broadband Mapping initiative:

· 1st major NTIA deliverable was completed on May 14th:
· Data was obtained and processed from all the major phone, cable, and wireless providers;
· NTIA originally required flat tables for this submission and was looking to get a spatially enabled geodatabase for round 2.  The team exceeded this requirement by providing a geodatabase in this round;
· The team is proactively working with NTIA as they are developing the best data model to use going forward.
· Web application front:
· The provider portal application is live.  This application allows providers to securely go in and see their services areas on a map as well as interactive tools that allow them to make changes.  This is not available for viewing by the public or DPUC;
· For the remaining web applications, progress is moving as planned with ‘go-live’ dates still planned for July.  This will include an interactive map where anyone can input their address and it will place them on a map and list the available providers (with advertised speeds) for that particular location.  The State of Washington has a similar application at: http://www.wabroadbandmapping.org/.  We expect our application will be more robust.
· Statewide Parcel Layer:
· The DPUC is sending letters to all towns this week requesting the most updated data;
· If the town has the information and is willing to share it, we are also going to collect address points and street center lines (although this is not required, it was agreed that it would be useful information);
· AppGeo recently completed parcel work for several regional councils and we are looking to use a similar data model as a starting point since this was already approved by the state.  We also acknowledge that the Council is still reviewing the FDGC model as well as some other options.  We will do whatever possible to ensure that data collection can be easily ETL’d into whatever format is finally selected.
· Next Update:
· We are planning on giving a much more detailed update on the parcel collection process at next month’s meeting and Council members can contact Steve Anderson with any other questions at: 860-643-4401 or Sanderson@appgeo.com.  

New England LiDAR Grant:
We are looking for the Statement of Work (SOW) through New England to be finalized within the next month.
The Value of Orthophotography Presentation by the BaseMap Imagery Subcommittee:
Council Members Rich Gallacher and Scott Roberts of the BaseMap Imagery Subcommittee presented the “2011 USGS Urban Area Flight” PowerPoint presentation which included slides created for individual agencies to demonstrate the benefits of why the agencies should participate in the funding process.  Feedback is requested as the presentation must be made soon.
Rich began with the 1st slide stating that if we are able to work with the USGS, they work with the state to opt for buy-up options or will assist to improve the entire flight of the state.  However, as Lynn Bjorklund of the USGS pointed out, nothing is guaranteed right now due to the status of the economy.  The next slide is beneficial in demonstrating economies of scale which were specific to the Town of Manchester.  The DEP slide showed programs that directly benefit from orthoimagery and comments included being more specific in the benefits, being careful not to fill the slides with too many pictures, utilize the PowerPoint application to show the actual layers in motion with a static easel of benefits, and to include a statewide benefits slide within the presentation.  The DOT slide showed current programs utilized by the DOT that directly benefit from orthoimagery and by updating the roadwork data, more funding may be able to be obtained in the future.  Rich is working with someone who is actually doing a thesis on the Department of Agriculture so he is trying to obtain more detailed information for this slide as well.  Lynn said that NAIP imagery is different because with leaf-on orthoimagery, you are able to see more vegetation.  The DPS slide had many benefits to the citizenry of Connecticut regarding crime statistics, E-911 calls, the Sex Offender Registry, and Highway Traffic information.  Updated data for the Census may also lead to additional federal funding.  Other slides that were included still needed more detail, however each group must tap into specific details within their agencies.

Included in the discussion was the subject of funding.  Due to the unpredictable funding that may or may not be available to the GIS Council, a motion was made by John Gustafon to create a “Request for Information” or RFI.  Council member Tyler Kleykamp seconded the motion and all members present and voting were in favor or creating the RFI.
Professional Engineers/Land Surveyors Board Ruling on GIS and Digital Data:
Council member Rich Gallacher stated that the ruling distributed by the Department of Consumer Protection (DCP) from the State Examiners Board of Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors had caused many to ask about the Council’s position regarding the March 1, 2010 ruling.  There are now issues around the release of digital data where insurance and licensing can be lost.  Questions arose regarding whether a statutory change would need to be made, the chain of liability, and the fact that we are obligated to share information.  This item will be on the agenda for the June GIS Council meeting.
New/Other Business:
There was no new business to report.

Public Comment:
There were no public comments.
Adjournment:

Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Designee Council member Spencer moved the motion and Council member Dan Czaja seconded the motion.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 3:50 p.m.[image: image2.png]
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