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GIS Council Meeting
Wednesday, March 24, 2010
2:30 PM – 4:00 PM

Department of Information Technology
101 East River Drive, Room # 1002A

East Hartford, CT 06108-3274
Members Present:
· Diane Wallace, Chairperson, DOIT

· Michael Varney, DOIT
· Peter Boynton, DEMHS
· Daniel Czaja, DPS-OSET
· Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD

· Rich Gallacher, Town of Manchester
· Emily Hoffhine-Wilson, UConn

· Tyler Kleykamp, OPM
· Patrick Ladd, Town of Meriden

· Stephen Lowrey, Town of Tolland

· Robert Mundy (for Bill Palomba), DPUC

· Louis Polzella, DSS

· Raymond Philbrick, DPW
· Erik Snowden, CRCOG

· Jim Spencer (for Robbin Cabelus), DOT

· Howard Sternberg, DEP 
· Scott Szalkiewicz, DPH
· Christina Walsh (for Derek Phelps), CSC
Members Absent:
· Anthony Andosca, CSUS
· Wayne Kasacek, DOA
· LTC Gerald Lukowski, Mil Dept

· Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor

Guest Attendance:
· Bernard Asimonye, DOIT
· Mike Blake, AppGeo

· Lynn Bjorklund, USGS
· John Cassidy, ESRI

· Cary Chadwick, UConn

· Liz Crutcher, SCCOG

· Fred North, DCF

· Peter Petrella, DSS

· Paul Rooney, ESRI
Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 2:31 p.m. by Chairperson Diane Wallace.  
Review of the February 24, 2010 GIS Council Meeting Minutes:

Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to accept the February 24, 2010 GIS Council meeting minutes as written.  Designee Council member Jim Spencer moved the motion and Council member Dan Czaja seconded the motion.  Chairperson Wallace asked for discussion; no discussion ensued.  12 members of the GIS Council were present and voting; all members voted in favor of accepting the minutes as written and the motion carried. 

Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group:
Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group Chairperson, Jim Spencer, reports the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group met on March 17th.  A number of the subcommittees have had their first meetings for 2010 and there are various activities occurring within the subcommittees.  

· Council member Dan Czaja, Chairperson for the Addressing Subcommittee, reports that both Addressing surveys have been concluded, however results won’t be reported until next month.

· Council member Howie Sternberg, Chairperson for the Hydrography Subcommittee, reports that the Subcommittee had its first meeting ever on March 10th.  Representation attending the meeting included members from the Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), the Department of Transportation (DOT), and the United States Geological Survey (USGS), with the possible participation from UConn in the future.

Discussions included introductions of present members, members’ experience with Hydrography tools (which included ARC Hydro tools, old 1x24k scale hydrography from the USGS and the DEP, USGS National Hydrography Dataset, and Streamstats), the purpose, goal, and mission of the Subcommittee, updating the website, and reviewing and updating the framework report by the end of the year.

Those present decided that they would like to continue as members of the Subcommittee and that there would be an effort to include other interested members from local government, such as the US Army Corps of Engineers, Federal Emergency Management Agencies, and watershed groups.  If anyone is interested in joining the Subcommittee, the meetings are open to the public and listed on the GIS Council website at: http://www.ct.gov/gis/cwp/view.asp?a=3034&q=400032; you may also contact the Chairperson:

Howard Sternberg, Chairperson, Hydrography Subcommittee
Department of Environmental Protection
Office of Information Management
79 Elm Street
Hartford, CT 06106-5127
Telephone # 860-424-3594
Email: Howard.Sternberg@ct.gov

· Council member Rich Gallacher, Co-Chairperson of the Imagery Subcommittee, reports that the main focus of the group has been the QA/QC of the CRCOG Ortho tiles.  Further, the form needed for the 2011 flight has been sent into Lynn Bjorklund of the USGS and quotes will hopefully be received by Friday.

Council member Tyler Kleykamp commented on the funding differences between the Massachusetts and the Maine flyovers and that it’s important for the Council to receive quotes as soon as possible to begin planning for funding opportunities.

Council member Kleykamp also mentioned that Mark Goetz, Chairperson of the Cadastral Framework Data Subcommittee, has compiled a spreadsheet of cost per capita per town and of the different utilities and what towns they may be interested in.  This will also be discussed with Brenda Bergeron, Legal Advisor, to determine the legal aspect(s) of public and private collaborations and may potentially be presented at a future Council meeting.

· Designee Council member Spencer also mentioned the need for the statewide data repository and will get back to the Council with information.
For more information about the Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group, please contact:

· James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

860-594-2014

Email: James.Spencer@ct.gov 
Education and Outreach Working Group:
Education and Outreach Working Group member, Cary Chadwick, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The Working Group met last Tuesday and has made some updates to the Education and Outreach working Group website such as indexing the “Geo-Focus” Newsletters for convenience of determining where to find particular articles of interest.

· The municipal survey completed last year is now posted on the website.  A GIS analysis had been conducted to identify contacts and the status of GIS applications in the 169 municipalities of Connecticut.  The Education and Outreach working group continues to reach out to those towns that have little or no information regarding the utilization of GIS.

· Beth continues to work on the spring 2010 edition of the “Geo-Focus” Newsletter.  While it may be in its final stages of copy, Beth requests that anyone with information or articles of interest contact her at:  
Beth.Kelly2@us.army.mil.

· Thad Dymkowski, Education and Outreach Working Group member, received the GIS Day survey results from approximately 50 respondents.  Results included a willingness from 50% of the respondents to travel approximately 50 miles to a selected facility for the GIS Day activities and the most popular features were the map gallery and the ability to network with other GIS users.  There is a growing interest in seeing how GIS is utilized in a more technical fashion.

· Some of the members of the Council and/or Working Groups were able to attend the New England Chapter of the Urban and Regional Information Systems Association (NEURISA) presentation covering “Procurement Practices and Principles for GIS Practitioners”.  

Dan Czaja said that it was an interesting presentation in terms of RFIs and RFPs and shared his experiences.  AppGeo also presented information.  For more information regarding NEURISA, please visit their website at: www.neurisa.org.  

A question arose as to whether the presentation was focused on all procurement practices or focused more toward GIS procurement.  Dan said that anything could have been covered, however most of the discussions surrounded GIS.

There is a free workshop on April 8th hosted by the Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI).  The presentation “Better Ways to Design and Share Maps” with ArcGIS Users is a ½ day free workshop which will take place at:
MDC Training Center
125 Maxim Road
Hartford, CT 06114

For more information, please visit the ESRI website at: http://www.esri.com/events/seminars/bettermaps/index.html

· There was a question as to whether the NYC Emergency Meeting could be discussed and Jeff had covered the meeting.  It will be a possible agenda item for the next GIS Council meeting.

For more information, please contact:

· Peter Sandgren, Education and Outreach Working Group

860-256-0875
Email: Peter.Sandgren@ct.gov 
Legal and Security Working Group:
 

There was no report for the Legal and Security Working Group.
For more information, please contact:

· Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Group

860-256-0816
Email: Brenda.Bergeron@ct.gov  
NSGIC (National States Geographic Information Council) Representative Update:

There was no report for the NSGIC.

For more information about NSGIC, please visit: www.nsgic.org.

Broadband Mapping Grant:
· Designee Council member, Robert Mundy of the DPUC, said that the DPUC had begun work on the Broadband initiative.  There is a meeting scheduled for Friday with AppGeo to input information into the application.  A technical meeting is scheduled at the DPUC with providers that would be filing form F77 with the FCC so that AppGeo can tell them the required formats for the mapping initiative.  The 1st major filing is due on April 20th.
New England LiDAR Grant:
· There is nothing new to report since last month although Lynn Bjorklund has worked with her offices to request any new information that she could share with the Council.
New/Other Business:
· Fred North of DCF presented the 2009 GIS Day presentation from the Department of Children and Families and the utilization of GIS within the agency to benefit the welfare of children and families within local communities.

Fred works for the ORE, or Office of Research and Evaluation, in the Department of Children and Families (DCF).  This is representative of a small unit providing consultation to the agency as they are responsible for collecting data on the clients of the agency.

GIS is being utilized within the agency to assist in answering some of the more complicated questions arising with various situations of the children and families who need the aid of DCF.  With GIS, the DCF is able to pinpoint various infrastructures in communities which they have “geocoded” through an MOU with the Department of Education (DOE) to create a base map.  

The TeleAtlas Base Map of the State is a high level view of the creation of maps; once you are able to zoom into the map, you will see a more detailed analysis of the placement rates by area offices, foster home in the Millstone Nuclear power plant emergency planning zones, and foster homes in hurricane inundation zones.  You will see that there are 15 area office jurisdictions where the map demonstrates that there are thousands of children coming into the offices throughout the fiscal year however; there are many questions about the children coming for care.

Maps showing children coming in under 1 year of age into various offices can be customized and changed where necessary.  Various offices handle various areas, for example, the New Haven office only handles those children coming into care for that area whereas the Hartford office will handle children from a number of areas coming into DCF for care.

One of the programs through DCF is “Finding Fantastic Foster Families”.  The map demonstrates market segmentation data and those that DCF has a national partnership with, families similar to that group, demographics such as where a foster family lives and exists, if they are like the foster families already in place, and the development of marketing demographics to assist in finding more people and families to market to.

Items on the DCF GIS agenda include, but are not limited to, the following:


· Foster Recruitment and Retention: The development of a system like that of the State of Louisiana which shows service providers and is kept up to date with complete links to all services which would enable DCF to keep children as close as possible to “home” in a safe environment;


· Service Array: There is a need for the global assessment of substance abuse programs and determining where to place services;


· Disaster Response Planning: Map where hurricane zones are, where issues occur, and a millstone map to coordinate with the Connecticut Emergency Operations Center.


DCF has achieved their accomplishments thus far with help from various resources including licensing from ESRI, GIS training, TeleAtlas Mapping, the Department of Education, networking, and the 211 Infoline.  They have limitations to overcome such as data quality, the analytical abilities of the programs and applications within their possession, delivery of content, and funding.  To continue their efforts, DCF needs to partner with Information Systems Partners who can help to achieve clean data for dynamic reporting abilities, quality improvement in strategic direction, strategies, and solutions, and the development of web-based capabilities for mapping, reporting, and various applications.  They also welcome innovative ideas from staff and leadership.  For more information about the Department of Children and Families, please visit their website at: http://www.ct.gov/dcf/site/default.asp.  (The DCF PowerPoint presentation will be posted on the GIS website alongside the minutes from this meeting).  


· Commissioner Peter Boynton of the Department of Emergency Management and Homeland Security (DEMHS) discussed the recent, significant storm event, relaying that it was mostly a wind event, in southern Connecticut affecting 6-8 towns in Fairfield County.  Towns like Greenwich had approximately 400 out of 700 town roads that were impassable leading to delays and the need for utilities to overcome road obstacles such as downed trees.  Though DEMHS did not utilize GIS, they are conducting an internal and external review and will consider how they could have utilized the application for this storm and for those that occur in the future.  Given weather trends and various conditions, Commissioner Boynton believes that Connecticut is overdue for such weather catastrophes as a category 3 hurricane.

Currently, DEMHS is trying to obtain FEMA funding for the damage in Fairfield County however, there are thresholds which must be met by the town and the state to qualify for such funding.

Chairperson Wallace commented on the diverse group that compliments the experience of the GIS Council and asked for suggestions regarding the utilization of GIS.  Council member Kleykamp suggested the use of GEMS to pinpoint such things as fallen trees and their locations.  Commissioner Boynton said that the goal would be to eventually link everything together in order to coordinate all resources so that one is not waiting on another.  Council member Stephen Lowery said that these conversations tell us why we exist and that we need to be sure that towns are all linked and on a real-time application.  Council member Scott Szalkiewicz commented that if fallen trees had created a barrier for fire trucks, then the potential for critical care to be compromised exists as well.  Commissioner Boynton said that calls came in where responses were delayed because of the major debris issues.  He views this as an opportunity to determine how to make resources such as GIS work efficiently for any future storms.


· Lynn Bjorklund, USGS, said that she attended the spring NSGIC conference and that there was a good write-up within the blog

Public Comment:
· There were no public comments.
Adjournment:

· Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Designee Council member Jim Spencer moved the motion and Designee Council member Robert Mundy seconded the motion.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.[image: image2.png]
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