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GIS Council Meeting
Wednesday, November 17, 2010
2:30 PM – 3:30 PM

Central Connecticut State University
Davidson Hall, Torp Theater
New Britain, CT

DRAFT
The November 17, 2010 GIS Council meeting minutes are not official or binding until accepted by the GIS Council at the next meeting on Wednesday, January 26, 2011.  

Members Present:
· Diane Wallace, DOIT

· Michael Varney, DOIT

· Daniel Czaja, DPS-OSET
· Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD
· Rich Gallacher, Town of Manchester
· Emily Hoffhine-Wilson, UConn
· Tyler Kleykamp, OPM
· Patrick Ladd, Town of Meriden
· Stephen Lowrey, Town of Tolland

· Bill Palomba, DPUC
· Peter Petrella (for Louis Polzella), DSS

· Ray Philbrick, DPW

· Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor

· Erik Snowden, CRCOG

· Jim Spencer (for Michael Connors), DOT

· Howie Sternberg, DEP
· Beth Stewart-Kelly (for Col. Gerald Lukowski), Mil Dept

· Scott Szalkiewicz, DPH

· Christina Walsh (for Linda Roberts), CSC
Members Absent:
· Anthony Andosca, CSUS
· John Gustafson, DEMHS

· Stephen Lowrey, Town of Tolland

· Lance Shannon, DOA

Guest Attendance:
· Bernard Asimonye, DOIT
· Lynn Bjorklund, USGS

· Eugene Cieri, Westbrook Fire

· Don Cooke

· Bill DeGrazia, CGA
· Thad Dymkowski, Town of Newington
· Al Frauenfelder, ESRI
· Mark Goetz, NECCG

· Lisa Krall, USDA NRCS

· Paul Lindoerfer

· Bryan Pavlik, DPS/OSET

· John Roache, AppGeo

· Peter Sandgren, DEMHS

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 2:45 p.m. by Chairperson Wallace.
Introductions:

Chairperson Wallace opened the GIS Meeting thanking all who participated in GIS Day and as well as those who assisted in the preparations.  Chairperson Wallace read the Proclamation from Governor Rell declaring November 17, 2010 GIS Day in Connecticut.
Acknowledgement of Connecticut Geography Bee Winner:
Chairperson Wallace introduced Bill DeGrazia of the Connecticut Geographic Alliance (CGA).  Bill said that the (CGA) is an organization dedicated to improving geographic education.  Programs include training for educators, programs for students K-12, GIS Workshops at MAGIC, Yale, and various family programs.  
One of the prominent programs offered through the CGA is the Geography Bee.  The National Geographic Bee is a school competition for those students in grades 4 – 8.  In 2010, there were 250 schools and over 100k students that participated at the local and state level.  This year’s winner is Darius Mostaghimi.  When he won the Geography Bee, he was an 8th grader at the Walter C. Polson Middle School in Madison, CT.  He was honored with several awards presented by Bill DeGrazia.
Review of the September 22, 2010 GIS Council Meeting Minutes:

Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to accept the September 22, 2010 GIS Council meeting minutes as written.  Council member Designee Beth Stewart-Kelly moved the motion and Council member Emily Wilson seconded the motion.  Chairperson Wallace asked for discussion; no discussion ensued.  18 members of the GIS Council were present and voting; all members voted in favor of accepting the minutes as written and the motion carried.
Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group:
Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group Chairperson, Jim Spencer, reports the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The working group met yesterday and discussed the data sets that will go into the repository.  The determination will be based on the data that is deemed crucial to the state.  The goal is to have this process completed within the 1st quarter of 2011.  The data will be reviewed by the subcommittee and posted to the GISC repository and possibly websites such as www.CTeco.UConn.edu.  Other subcommittees have met as well but the greatest issue has been the sharing of information.
For more information regarding the Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group, please contact:

· James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

    860-594-2014
Email: James.Spencer@ct.gov
Education and Outreach Working Group:
Education and Outreach Working Group Chairperson, Peter Sandgren, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The team has been working on the GIS Day preparation for the last two months.  GIS Day has been successful.


· The municipal survey has been finished and contacts have been updated which is very helpful in connecting the GIS community with the GIS Council.  
· The 25th Annual NEARC conference took place in Newport, RI last week.

· Next year’s poster contest will feature various uses for GIS within each agency.  Please mark your calendar and plan to participate.


· The winter newsletter will be posted around December 10th.  If you have any articles of interest or information to contribute, please contact Beth at: Beth.kelly2@us.army.mil. 
For more information regarding the Education and Outreach Working Group, please contact:

· Peter Sandgren, Chairperson, Education and Outreach Working Group

860-256-0875
Email: Peter.Sandgren@ct.gov
Legal and Security Working Group:
 

There is no report for the Legal and Security Working Group.
For more information, please contact:

· Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Group

860-256-0816
Email: Brenda.Bergeron@ct.gov  
NSGIC (National States Geographic Information Council) Representative Update:

Council member Tyler Kleykamp said that the federal government entered into an agreement with NAVTEQ and data is available to states utilizing Emergency Management agencies.  Eventually, a lead will need to be determined for this project, but details are still coming in.

· For more information regarding NSGIC, please visit: www.nsgic.org.

Broadband Mapping Grant:
Council member, Bill Palomba of the DPUC, presented the following informational update regarding the Broadband Mapping initiative:

· The 2nd submission of data on October 1st was successful.  Parcel data is posted and available at: www.ct.gov/broadband.  The interactive piece is on hold until the NTIA has reviewed the information.  

New England LiDAR Grant:
Council member, Howie Sternberg, presented the following informational update regarding the New England LiDAR grant:

· There is a new development with the LiDAR Grant and the involvement of the USDA.  Lisa Krall, sitting in for Barbara Alexander, of the USDA National Resources Conservation Service Division located in Tolland, CT, said that the USDA has contracted to obtain LiDAR data between fall 2010 and spring 2011.  The 1st phase of the project will cover 1,741 square miles in eastern Connecticut.  Once received, data will be available on the USGS Center for LiDAR Information and Coordination website (http://lidar.cr.usgs.gov/).  The project is underway with ½ of the flight occurring last week. 
Discussion of Professional Engineers/Land Surveyors Board:
Council member, Scott Roberts, presented the following informational update regarding the Professional Engineers/Land Surveyors Board:
· We are on the agenda of the State Board of Examiners for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors for the November 30, 2010 meeting which begins at 9:00 a.m.  The next step is to determine who will attend and to put together a presentation for the meeting.  More details and information will be provided in an update at the GIS Council meeting in January.
New/Other Business:
· USGS Cooperative for Statewide Orthoimagery: Council member Kleykamp reported that there is a cooperative effort trying to be worked out with the USGS and the Federal agencies for Orthoimagery and the coordination of funding with state agencies.  The issue is that as a state we need to determine how much we will definitely contribute so that the feds can draw up the paperwork and enter into a contract with the USGS.  Information and definite contribution amounts are needed by Tuesday.  Tyler is your contact and he will fill you in with any necessary details.  The current amount of funding will not cover this project.

· 2011 USGS/FGDC/NSDI Cap Grants: Council member Kleykamp reported that various opportunities are available until January 6, 2011.  Lynn Bjorklund, USGS, said that the FGDC website (http://www.fgdc.gov/) had 6 categories.  This is the same type of funding that funded the State Strategic Plan a few years ago.  Lynn is available if anyone has questions.

In addition, Tyler informed everyone that OPM has to handle the grant process so if there is interest, he should be contacted as soon as possible to allow adequate processing time.

· 2011 Meeting Schedule & Annual Report: The draft 2011 GIS Council meeting schedule was given to each Council member and Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to accept the 2011 GIS Council meeting draft schedule as written.  Council member Kleykamp moved the motion and Council member Dan Czaja seconded the motion.  Chairperson Wallace asked for discussion; no discussion ensued.  18 members of the GIS Council were present and voting; all members voted in favor of accepting the 2011 GIS Council meeting draft schedule as written and the motion carried.  A memo will be sent to the Secretary of the State to notice the Office of the 2011 GIS Council meeting schedule and the schedule will be posted on the GIS Council website as well.

Council member Kleykamp thanked Chairperson Wallace for her leadership and involvement, as well as her interest in the efforts to promote GIS in the state.  There is a great amount of behind-the-scenes work that Chairperson Wallace has done to continue the GIS movement.

Chairperson Wallace said that this is her last GIS Council meeting and that her last day at DOIT will be on January 5, 2011.  She thanked Michael Varney, Project Manager for GIS, Bernard Asimonye, GIS Administrator, and Crissy Vieira, GIS Clerk as well as the rest of the GIS Council for their continued efforts that have gone above and beyond to accomplish many of the goals of the Council.  Michael Varney will Chair the future meetings until a new Chairperson is appointed.

Any suggestions for format or anyone contributing information for the annual report should be sent to Michael Varney as soon as possible as the final report is due to the Governor on December 31, 2010.  Last year’s report can be reviewed at: http://www.ct.gov/gis/cwp/view.asp?a=2858&Q=415860.   
· Council member Sternberg wanted to mention that the NAIP flew color orthophotography this summer and the external drives have been received in geotif format.  Barbara Alexander will give them to Howie and Lynn is trying to obtain data from Rhode Island and Massachusetts if anyone is interested.
Adjournment:

Chairperson Wallace entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Council member Scott Roberts moved the motion and Council member Designee Beth Stewart-Kelly seconded the motion.  All members present and voting were in favor with no opposition and the motion carried.  The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m.[image: image2.png]
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