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GIS Council Meeting
Wednesday, February 23, 2011
2:30 PM – 3:30 PM

Department of Information Technology
101 East River Drive, East Hartford, CT 06108

Members Present:
· Michael Varney, DOIT

· Daniel Czaja, DPS-OSET
· Stuart Fitzgerald, DECD
· Emily Hoffhine-Wilson, UConn
· Tyler Kleykamp, OPM
· Patrick Ladd, Town of Meriden
· Lance Shannon, DOA 

· Scott Roberts, Town of South Windsor

· Erik Snowden, CRCOG

· Jim Spencer (for Michael Connors), DOT

· Beth Stewart-Kelly (for Col. Gerald Lukowski), Mil Dept

Members Absent:
· Howie Sternberg, DEP 
· Anthony Andosca, CSUS
· Bill Palomba, DPUC
· John Gustafson, DEMHS
· Peter Petrella (for Louis Polzella), DSS

· Linda Roberts, CSC

· Ray Philbrick, DPW 
· Scott Szalkiewicz, DPH

· Stephen Lowrey, Town of Tolland
Guest Attendance:
· Rich Gallacher, Town of Manchester
· Mark Goetz, NECCG

· Steve Anderson, AppGeo

· Peter Sandgren, DEMHS

· Dawn Mullholland, Town of South Windsor

· Al Sylvestre, DOL

Call to Order:
The meeting was called to order at 2:40 p.m. by Interim Chairperson Varney.
Introductions:

Chairperson Varney opened the GIS Meeting thanking those who are attendance and tha start of the new year after several months without a meeting. In addition it was noted that there was not a quorum present so votes would not be taken at this meeting unless enough voting members arrive. It was also noted that Bernard Asimonye was out of the country due to a funeral and Crissy Vieira was on vacation to take the minutes.

It was also noted by Chairman Varney that the membership of the GIS Council would remain as appointed unless the specific appointing authority announces a change per the enabling statute. It was also noted that there are currently at least one open seat.

Review of the November 17, 2010 GIS Council Meeting Minutes:

The minutes of the November meeting were review with no comment but were not acted upon due to lack of quorum and would be addressed at the next meeting.

Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group:
Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group Chairperson, Jim Spencer, reports the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· Imagery Working Group: Rich Gallaher reported on the status of the 2011 Statewide Orthophotography flight status: The cooperative agreement between the USGS and DOT, DPS is being finalized for the spring flight. There is a concern of the window of opportunity based on the specifications of no snow, flooding and leaf off and the current weather patterns may preclude this from happening until the fall. Additional discussion was held reminding everyone in attendance of the significant cost savings to the State for the effort and that the agreement with USGS will be available for future use as a template. There was also a discussion of the change of the co-chair of the working group, anyone interested should contact Jim Spencer. There was interest by the municipalities or other entities buying up on this agreement and it was explained due to the quick turnaround time for this year’s effort that would not be available but certainly would be planned for in future efforts.
For more information regarding the Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group, please contact:

· James Spencer, Chairperson, Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group

    860-594-2014
Email: James.Spencer@ct.gov
Education and Outreach Working Group:
Education and Outreach Working Group Chairperson, Emily Hoffhine-Wilson, reports that the group is working on the following activities and/or initiatives:

· The team has already started working on the GIS Day program for 2011, this year the activities will be held at the State Office Building in Hartford.

· The municipal survey has been finished and contacts are continually being updated which is very helpful in connecting the GIS community with the GIS Council. The intent is to use this at a point of contact for each of the towns and this year coordinate technical training as it becomes available.

· There were several educational sessions provided at the State Armory in December by Pictometry regarding their products including Pictometry On-Line.25th 
· The winter newsletter was posted in December and Beth is looking for articles to be placed into the March edition. She is looking for articles from each of the council members and working groups with a theme of showing cost savings using GIS. Several examples were given in the discussion. Tyler Kleykamp also offred that when members have examples which show when GIS investments can be shown where when you invest a little you can save a lot he would be happy to share them with the appropriate staff at the Office of Policy and Management.  If you have any articles of interest or information to contribute, please contact Beth at: Beth.kelly2@us.army.mil. 
· Scott Roberts offered that he may be able to assist the working group with video production as he has done locally to promote the use of GIS if there were interest. 

· The Spring NEARC Conference will be held in May – details will be provided when available.

· The annual CT Geography Alliance will be held April 1, 2011 at Central CT State University.

For more information regarding the Education and Outreach Working Group, please contact:

· Peter Sandgren, Chairperson, Education and Outreach Working Group

860-256-0875
Email: Peter.Sandgren@ct.gov
Legal and Security Working Group:
 

There is no report for the Legal and Security Working Group.
For more information, please contact:

· Brenda Bergeron, Legal and Security Working Group

860-256-0816
Email: Brenda.Bergeron@ct.gov  
NSGIC (National States Geographic Information Council) Representative Update:

Council member Tyler Kleykamp said that annual NSGIC conference is next week, CT will not be attending but Tyler will be calling into the conference.  
· For more information regarding NSGIC, please visit: www.nsgic.org.

Broadband Mapping Grant:
Steve Anderson from Applied Geographics updated the council that the 3rd round of submission from the vendors had 100% participation and the CT site went into production after NTIA review with the approved features in November. The local municipal parcel collections status currently is; 133 completed 17 non-responsive and 10 refusing to participate. Information may be found at  www.ct.gov/broadband.  
New England LiDAR Grant:
There is no report for the LiDAR Grant was given.
Discussion of Professional Engineers/Land Surveyors Board:
Mark Getz, presented the following informational update regarding the Professional Engineers/Land Surveyors Board:
· A Group from the council met with the State Board of Examiners for Professional Engineers and Land Surveyors in early December and the rules are final as previously acted upon. The board is currently looking into the use of digital signatures.

New/Other Business:
· USGS Cooperative for Statewide Orthoimagery: 
· This item was discussed at length during the Data and Inventory Working Group portion of the meeting.
Adjournment:

Chairperson Varney adjourned the meeting at 3:40 p.m.[image: image2.png]
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