Geocoding Vital Events: Self-reported Town versus Official Town of Residence

Connecticut birth and death statistics are counted, analyzed, and published by town of residence each year. Although birth and death certificates ask for the current town
of residence at time of the birth or death event, in many cases a mailing address is provided. Mailing addresses are a function of the USPS, and postal city name may not
represent the actual town in which the residence is located. The tendency to report postal city name instead of town of residence can cause a number of births or deaths to
be misclassified and causes inaccurate town counts. We use geocoding to identify and correct cases for statistical reporting where town of residence may be miscoded.

The map below displays the 169 Connecticut town boundaries (black outlines; black text) over the
USPS postal zones (blue fill; blue text). A subset of the postal zones which are often improperly
coded for CT town are highlighted with bright colors and enlarged to show detail. The red dots

represent birth addresses (1999-2008) where the town of residence was improperly coded.
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Postal zones “East Haven
06512” and “New Haven
06513” bisect “New Haven
town” and “East Haven
town”. Thus, a large
proportion of “East Haven
06512” addresses are
actually “New Haven town”
residents.
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Postal zone “Danielson 06239”
is predominately “Killingly
town”; however, a large
proportion of “Danielson
06239” addresses are
“Brooklyn town” and
“Plainfield town” residents.
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Postal zone “Mystic 06355” is split between
“Groton town” and “Stonington town”.
Although assigned “Groton town” by default, a
large number must be recoded to “Stonington
town” based on geocoded location.
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The table below lists the number of births (1999-2008) where
the geocoded town differed from the reported town. Towns
with the most common miscodes are highlighted in orange.
Coded T°""!‘ Name Reported Town Name Coded Towp Name Reported Town Name
Geocoded Town ot el ] (Reported Borough, Postal Area Births Geocoded Town il LBt il (Reported Borough, Postal Area Births
Reported T?wn Name or Town Name) Reported Tc_:wn Name or Town Name)
and/or Zipcode) and/or Zipcode)
ASHFORD EASTFORD EASTFORD 2 NEWINGTON HARTFORD HARTFORD 2
BARKHAMSTED WINCHESTER WINSTED 15 NEW MILFORD SHERMAN SHERMAN 14
BEACON FALLS NAUGATUCK NAUGATUCK 2 WASHINGTON WASHINGTON DEPOT 1
BETHEL DANBURY DANBURY q NORTH CANAAN CANAAN CANAAN 46
BRANFORD NORTH BRANFORD NORTH BRANFORD 1 NORTH HAVEN EAST HAVEN EAST HAVEN 1
BRIDGEPORT DERBY DERBY 1 HAMDEN HAMDEN 2
FAIRFIELD FAIRFIELD 1 NEW HAVEN NEW HAVEN 2
STRATFORD STRATFORD 3 NORTH STONINGTON [PRESTON PRESTON 2
TRUMBULL TRUMBULL 1 NORWALK COLEBROOK WEST NORWALK 1
BROOKLYN KILLINGLY DANIELSON 79 WESTPORT WESTPORT 6
KILLINGLY 1 NORWICH SPRAGUE BALTIC 1
POMFRET POMFRET CENTER 1 OLD LYME LYME HADLYME 2
CANAAN NORTH CANAAN CANAAN 1 LYME 3
CHAPLIN MANSFIELD MANSFIELD 2 OXFORD NAUGATUCK NAUGATUCK 1
MANSFIELD CENTER 4 SEYMOUR SEYMOUR 1
WINDHAM NORTH WINDHAM 6 SOUTHBURY SOUTHBURY 4
WINDHAM 1 PLAINFIELD CANTERBURY CANTERBURY (&
COLCHESTER SALEM SALEM 1 KILLINGLY DANIELSON 30
COLEBROOK BARKHAMSTED RIVERTON 6 KILLINGLY 2
WINCHESTER WINCHESTER 5 PLAINVILLE BLOOMFIELD BLOOMFIELD 1
WINSTED 30 POMFRET BROOKLYN BROOKLYN 5
COLUMBIA HEBRON AMSTON 1 PORTLAND GLASTONBURY SOUTH GLASTONBURY 1
CORNWALL LITCHFIELD LITCHFIELD 6 PRESTON NORWICH NORWICH 3
COVENTRY COLUMBIA COLUMBIA 1 PROSPECT WATERBURY WATERBURY 9
DANBURY BROOKFIELD BROOKFIELD 23 PUTNAM THOMPSON THOMPSON 1
DARIEN NEW CANAAN NEW CANAAN 1 REDDING RIDGEFIELD RIDGEFIELD 4
DEEP RIVER ESSEX [IVORYTON 1 RIDGEFIELD DANBURY DANBURY 7
EASTFORD POMFRET POMFRET CENTER 4 ROCKY HILL COVENTRY ROCKY HILL 1
EAST GRANBY GRANBY GRANBY 1 WETHERSFIELD WETHERSFIELD 1
EAST HADDAM COLCHESTER COLCHESTER 34 ROXBURY NEW MILFORD NEW MILFORD 1
SALEM SALEM 4 SALEM COLCHESTER COLCHESTER 2
EAST HAMPTON HADDAM HADDAM NECK 1 SALISBURY CANAAN CANAAN 2
EAST HARTFORD HARTFORD HARTFORD 25 FALLS VILLAGE 2
WEST HARTFORD WEST HARTFORD 1 SCOTLAND HAMPTON HAMPTON 12
EAST HAVEN NEW HAVEN NEW HAVEN 68 SPRAGUE BALTIC 4
NORTH HAVEN NORTH HAVEN 11 WINDHAM NORTH WINDHAM 1
EASTON BRIDGEPORT BRIDGEPORT 1 WINDHAM 4
MONROE MONROE 2 SEYMOUR OXFORD OXFORD 2
REDDING REDDING 3 SHARON CORNWALL CORNWALL BRIDGE 1
FAIRFIELD WESTPORT WESTPORT 1 WEST CORNWALL 4
FARMINGTON AVON AVON 19 SHELTON CROMWELL SHELTON 1
WEST HARTFORD WEST HARTFORD 1 SOUTHINGTON MERIDEN MERIDEN 3
GLASTONBURY MARLBOROUGH MARLBOROUGH 3 STAFFORD SOMERS SOMERS 4
GOSHEN NORFOLK NORFOLK 3 UNION UNION 1
GRANBY EAST GRANBY EAST GRANBY 1 STAMFORD FAIRFIELD FAIRFIELD 2
GREENWICH FAIRFIELD FAIRFIELD 1 GREENWICH GREENWICH 12
NEW HAVEN WHITNEYVILLE 1 STERLING PLAINFIELD MOOSUP 12
GRISWOLD LISBON LISBON 3 PLAINFIELD 1
PRESTON PRESTON 1 VOLUNTOWN VOLUNTOWN 2
SPRAGUE BALTIC 3 STONINGTON GROTON GROTON 5
GROTON STONINGTON MYSTIC 1 MYSTIC 115
HADDAM DURHAM DURHAM 3 STONINGTON 6
EAST HAMPTON EAST HAMPTON 3 STRATFORD BRIDGEPORT BRIDGEPORT T
HAMDEN NEW HAVEN NEW HAVEN 13 SUFFIELD GRANBY GRANBY 1
HAMPTON EASTFORD EASTFORD 2 TORRINGTON WINCHESTER WINSTED 2
WINDHAM NORTH WINDHAM 1 TRUMBULL BRIDGEPORT BRIDGEPORT 1
HARTFORD EAST HARTFORD EAST HARTFORD 5 SHELTON SHELTON 1
NEWINGTON NEWINGTON 2 UNION EASTFORD EASTFORD 4
WEST HARTFORD WEST HARTFORD 2 STAFFORD STAFFORD 2
WETHERSFIELD WETHERSFIELD 1 STAFFORD SPRINGS 7
HARTLAND BARKHAMSTED RIVERTON 15 VERNON TOLLAND TOLLAND 2
LEDYARD GROTON GROTON 2 VOLUNTOWN NORTH STONINGTON NORTH STONINGTON 3
LISBON CANTERBURY CANTERBURY 4 WARREN CORNWALL CORNWALL BRIDGE 1
GRISWOLD GRISWOLD 2 KENT KENT 1
JEWETT CITY 4 SQUTH KENT 2
SPRAGUE BALTIC 4 LITCHFIELD LITCHFIELD 1
SPRAGUE 2 WASHINGTON NEW PRESTON 8
LYME OLD LYME OLD LYME 2 WATERBURY NAUGATUCK NAUGATUCK 1
MANCHESTER BOLTON BOLTON 1 PROSPECT PROSPECT 1
MANSFIELD MANCHESTER MANCHESTER 1 WOLCOTT WOLCOTT 1
WINDHAM WILLIMANTIC 1 WATERFORD NEW LONDON NEW LONDON 1
MERIDEN BURLINGTON SO MERIDEN 1 WEST HARTFORD EAST HARTFORD EAST HARTFORD 1
MONROE NEWTOWN SANDY HOOK 2 HARTFORD HARTFORD 17
MONTVILLE LEDYARD LEDYARD 1 WETHERSFIELD WETHERSFIELD 3
NORWICH NORWICH 1 WEST HAVEN NEW HAVEN NEW HAVEN 3
WATERFORD QUAKER HILL 3 WILTON RIDGEFIELD RIDGEFIELD 1
NEW FAIRFIELD DANBURY DANBURY 3 WINCHESTER TORRINGTON TORRINGTON 4
SHERMAN SHERMAN 3 WINDHAM WINDHAM 1
NEW HARTFORD HARTFORD HARTFORD 1 WINDSOR HARTFORD HARTFORD 1
NEW HAVEN EAST HAVEN EAST HAVEN 78 WOLCOTT WATERBURY WATERBURY 1
HAMDEN HAMDEN 3 TOTAL BIRTHS WITH A CORRECTED TOWN OF RESIDENCE 1,001
WEST HAVEN WEST HAVEN 3
WOODBRIDGE WOODBRIDGE 1

Source: Births to Connecticut Residents, 1999-2008, CT Dept of Public Health, HISR, Health Care Quality, Analysis, and Reporting Unit




