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Establishment
The Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group was established by the Connecticut Geospatial Information Systems Council during the April 26, 2006 monthly meeting. Recommendations for Working Group chairs were heard by the Council during the May 24, 2006 meeting, and Jim Spencer of the Department of Transportation and Howie Sternberg of the Department of Environmental Protection were nominated and elected as Co-Chairs of the Working Group.
Charge
One of the first tasks addressed was the development and identification of a charge, or mission, for the Working Group.  The following mission was presented to the Connecticut Geospatial Information Systems Council for consideration:  

“The Data Inventory and Assessment Working Group shall identify framework datasets for Connecticut, establish individual subcommittees tasked to evaluate, document and provide recommendations for each framework dataset, and to establish policies, standards and general procedures for the submission, evaluation, maintenance, on-line access, and dissemination of all geospatial data within the purview of the Council.”
Current Activities
· Categorization of Connecticut’s Geospatial Data
Work then focused on the identification and categorization of Connecticut’s framework data sets.  The Working Group evaluated both the work done by the previous Data Working Group under the Interim Council and other current major federal initiatives that were gaining a standard of acceptance in the United States.  The National Spatial Data Infrastructure (NSDI), as developed and recommended by the Federal Geographic Data Committee (FGDC), was ultimately selected, and the following data model and framework data sets were recommended to the Council during its July 26, 2006 monthly meeting:
· Administrative and Political Boundaries

· Base Map Imagery

· Cadastral Information

· Census and Demographics

· Critical Infrastructure

· Elevation and Bathymetry

· Geodetic Control

· Geographic Names and Places

· Oblique Photo Imagery

· Orthoimagery

· Photo Imagery

· Hydrography

· Land Use and Land Cover

· Transportation
Following the Interim Council’s Data Work Group in adopting the Texas Geographic Information Council’s model of documenting its framework data sets as done in its Digital Base Map Plan, the new Working Group has drafted the “Report on Connecticut’s Framework Data.” This draft report is intended to be a living and working document that will maintain information on the current status, standards, stewardship, and proposed recommendations for each of the established framework data sets.  A copy of this document is included in Appendix A.
· Establish Framework Subcommittees 
The focus has currently shifted to the assembly of subcommittees for each of the framework data sets.  The subcommittees will each have the task of evaluating, documenting, and providing recommendations for data and metadata standards, identification of stewardship, and responsibility for the data sets, determination on “Best of Breed” or “Defacto-Standards”, and provide recommendations for the submission, use, maintenance, online access, and dissemination of the framework data.  To date, the following subcommittees have been established: Transportation, Hydrography, and Imagery.
Recommendations
· Budgetary Line Item for the Acquisition of “Common Good and Critical Data Layers

Public Act 05-3 created the 21-member Connecticut Geospatial Information Systems (GIS) Council (CGISC) to coordinate, within available appropriations, a GIS capacity for the state, regional planning agencies, municipalities, and others as needed. The GIS system must guide and assist state and local officials involved in transportation; economic development; land use planning; environmental, cultural, and natural resource management; public service delivery; and other areas as necessary.  

As described above, Public Act 05-3 created the CGISC along with a number of tasks and inter-coordination to be done within available appropriations.   Even before the creation of the CGISC, cooperation between the Departments’ of Transportation, Environmental Protection and Public Safety resulted in the acquisition of the 2004 Orthophotography and associated first return Lidar.   More recently coordination between the Departments’ of Emergency Management and Homeland Security and Environmental Protection has resulted in the acquisition of Oblique imagery for the State.  Under another cooperative effort between the Departments’ of Emergency Management and Homeland Security and Information Technology a contract was entered into with Environmental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) to build-out the basis for a State GIS System.  Additionally, this contract will also provide for the development and acquisition of various datasets such as a critical infrastructure data layer being made available to the State. 

The common thread of all of the above efforts is the coordinated effort and appropriated funding between only a few of the major state agencies.  Arguably, the benefit received from each of these efforts is that the resulting datasets will now be available to the “Common Good” of the various State agencies, regional and municipal governments and eventually the general public.   In the very near future funding will be sought for acquision of many other Common Good” datasets including but not limited to the following:

· Development of a New Road Network – Currently being researched by the Departments’ of Transportation and Public Safety at an estimated cost of $500,000 to $750,000.

· Acquisition of 2008 Orthoimagery – The State has typically flown updates to orthophotography on a four year cycle.  The next update cycle starts in 2008.  The acquisition of the 2004 orthoimagery and associated first return Lidar was $1.2 million.

It has become increasing clear that a budgetary line item should be established to support the continued acquisition of these datasets rather than resting on the ability of only a few of the major State agencies to pony up for the “Common Good” of the State.

· Dedicated Staffing

Today access to even more geospatial information is becoming necessary to meet today’s growing business needs not to mention the needs which may arise out of crisis and emergency management.  The maintenance of these data assets and centralized GIS system will be critical to our success and will require full time involvement and administration.  It is imperative that the State dedicate staffing to handle these growing concerns. 
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