
Special Meeting Minutes
March 3, 2010
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Special Teleconference Meeting on Wednesday, March 3, 2010, 2nd Floor, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Vice-Chairman Thomas H. Dooley called the meeting to order at 1:32 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present via Teleconference:
· Thomas H. Dooley, Vice-Chairman
· Ernest N. Abate, Member 
· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Member

· David Gay, Member
· Dennis J. Riley, Member 
· Shawn T. Wooden, Member 
The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Yolanda Perez, Clerk of the Board
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:
1. The appointment of the Subcommittee to review conduct of the Chairman pursuant to Board Policy No. 2.

Vice-Chairman Dooley stated that the special teleconference meeting was convened to appoint a subcommittee pursuant to Board Policy No. 2.  He indicated that the subcommittee appointed would review the conduct of Chairman G. Kenneth Bernhard according to Policy No. 2, which requires that a subcommittee of no more than three board members be appointed when there are allegations that a Board member violated the code of ethics. Vice-Chairman Dooley stated that the appointment should be made by the chairperson, or by the vice-chairperson, if the allegations involve the chairperson. Accordingly, as the Vice-chairman, Mr. Dooley recommended that the following board members serve on the subcommittee:  Kathleen Bornhorst, David Gay, and Dennis Riley, with Mr. Riley serving as Chairman of the Subcommittee.

On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to accept the appointment of Ms. Bornhorst, Mr. Gay and Mr. Riley to serve on the subcommittee to review the conduct of Chairman G. Kenneth Bernhard pursuant to Board Policy No. 2.
Mr. Dooley noted that Policy No. 2 provides that the Executive Director, Carol Carson, serve as an ex-officio member of the subcommittee; however, she does not exercise voting rights or make decisions.

Finally, Vice-Chairman Dooley asked that at the regular board meeting of March 25, 2010   the Subcommittee report to the Board on its progress or the status of the matter.
Mr. Abate indicated that it is his opinion that the allegation should be referred to outside counsel.
Mr. Wooden agreed that the matter should be referred to outside counsel as well and that the Subcommittee should report to the Board on or before the March 25, 2010 regular Board meeting.

Mr. Gay indicated that this matter is a very hot potato and agrees that a recommendation on how to proceed should be made as quickly as possible by the Subcommittee, consistent with a thorough review.
Discussion ensued regarding setting up a date to hold the Subcommittee Meeting.

General Counsel Housen indicated that she is to assist the Subcommittee should they require her assistance.

2. On the motion by Ms. Bornhorst, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to adjourn the meeting
The Board adjourned the meeting at 1:44 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted by,
Yolanda Perez, Clerk

Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board 
__________________


Date approved by the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board of the Office of State Ethics
PAGE  
- 2 -

