
June 27, 2011
 

Consolidation Update
Public Act No. 11-48, which takes effect on July 1, establishes the new Office of Governmental Accountability (OGA).  This agency will be headed by an executive administrator, to be appointed by the Governor no later than September 1, 2011.  This administrator will oversee consolidated personnel, payroll, affirmative action, administrative, IT and business office functions associated with these nine agencies:  

 

Office of State Ethics;

State Elections Enforcement Commission;

Freedom of Information Commission;

Judicial Review Council;

Judicial Selection Commission;

Board of Firearms Permit Examiners;

Office of the Child Advocate;

Office of the Victim Advocate; and

State Contracting Standards Board.

 

The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board will operate as it does now, with no change.  The staff of the Office of State Ethics has been reduced to 13 positions (from 18).  As the law remains the same, and remains applicable to your agency personnel, we will work hard to ensure that you can continue to rely on us as you have in the past.  While we will do everything in our power to continue providing the same level of timely assistance, the decrease in staff may result in some notable differences, including longer turnaround time for legal opinions.  

 

Reporting Necessary Expenses
When a public official or state employee receives payment or reimbursement for necessary expenses for lodging and/or out-of-state travel in conjunction with active participation in an event, he or she must, within 30 days of that payment or reimbursement, file a report of necessary expenses (the ETH-NE form) with the Office of State Ethics.  Beware, there are old versions of the ETH-NE form floating around out there.  Make sure your employees are filing the correct, current form.  They should do this by filing online through this link, or www.ct.gov/ethics, Forms page.  Detailed instructions can be found on that page as well.  (Note, this form is not necessary when expenses are paid for by the State of Connecticut, the federal government, or another state government.)

 

Ethics Training
Don’t forget that the Office of State Ethics offers general ethics training at its office each month for new state agency employees or those who may have missed a mandatory agency session.  The next training is scheduled for July 18 at 9:00 a.m.  The OSE will also host a quarterly roundtable on July 29 at 9:00 a.m. focusing on the Code provisions applicable to leaving state service.  Visit the online calendar for details and online registration. 

 

As always, in-person training at your agency is available free of charge. Please use the Training Request Form to make arrangements.
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