
June 28, 2012 
 
Advisory Opinion Update  
 
On June 21, 2012, the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board met and decided on the opinion 
summarized below. Click the AO number below to read the full text of the opinion. 
  
ADVISORY OPINION NO. 2012-7, Application of the Code of Ethics for Necessary 
Expenses 
  
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board concluded that a  staff member accompanying a public 
official to an event at which the public official is acting in his or her official capacity, e.g., 
giving a speech, may accept necessary expenses pursuant to General Statutes § 1-84 (k), if 
the staff member is providing essential support to the public official. 
 
You may search Advisory Opinions by using the search engine located at the top right side 
of our website:  www.ct.gov/ethics.  
 
Action Item – Agency Ethics Statements/Policies  
 
Pursuant to Section 1-83 (a)(2) of the Connecticut General Statutes, each state agency, 
department, board and commission shall develop and implement, in cooperation with the 
Office of State Ethics, an ethics statement as it relates to the mission of the agency, 
department, board or commission. The executive head of each such agency, department, 
board or commission shall be directly responsible for the development and enforcement of 
such ethics statement and shall file a copy of such ethics statement with the Department of 
Administrative Services and the Office of State Ethics. Please e-mail your ethics statement 
to nancy.nicolescu@ct.gov by September 1, 2012.  We will be posting your statements on 
our website for use by communicator lobbyists that engage in administrative lobbying. 
 
Generally, your Ethics Statement should primarily identify any agency rules that are more 
restrictive than the provisions of the Connecticut Codes of Ethics, therefore eliminating the 
need to restate provisions from the Code.  Our legal division is available to review and 
provide assistance, e-mail us at ethics.code@ct.gov for guidance.  
 
June Ethics Training Tip – Use of Office 
 
Pursuant to Section 1-84 (c) of the Connecticut General Statutes, you may not use your 
state position for your own financial gain, or the gain of your family (spouse, child, child’s 
spouse, parent, brother or sister) or an associated business, however inadvertent that use 
may be.  
 
A state employee should not engage in outside employment with an entity which can benefit 
from his official state duties, nor with an entity over which he has regulatory, contractual or 
supervisory authority in his state capacity.  Moreover, the former Ethics Commission has 
held that, generally, a state employee may not be paid privately to do what he is essentially 
already required to do as part of his state job; Advisory Opinion No. 91-11; nor may a state 
employee use state time, materials or personnel in furtherance of his outside work.  
Advisory Opinion No. 99-10.  The Commission has also held that it would be a use of office, 
in violation of Conn. Gen. Stat. §1-84(c), for a state employee to use his state title in a 
promotional brochure, for his private consulting business. Advisory Opinion No. 81-5. 
 
Nancy S. Nicolescu 
Director of Education and Communications 
Office of State Ethics 
nancy.nicolescu@ct.gov  
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