Minutes
December 14, 2006

The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board of the Office of State Ethics held its regular monthly meeting on Thursday, December 14, 2006, in Conference Room # 2-A, on the second floor of 18-20 Trinity Street of Hartford, CT 06106.

The meeting was called to order by the Chairperson at 1:03 p.m.

The following members of the Board were in attendance:

· Patricia T. Hendel, Chairperson
· Robert Worgaftik, Vice Chairperson

· Scott A. Storms, Board Member
· Enid Oresman, Board Member

· Dennis Riley, Board Member

· Michael Rion, Board Member

· Jaclyn Bernstein, Board Member

The following staff members of the Office of State Ethics were in attendance:

· Benjamin Bycel, Executive Director 
· Meredith Trimble, Education Director

· T.J. Jones, Ethics Enforcement Officer
· Patrick Lamb, Assistant Ethics Enforcement Officer

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant General Counsel

· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Ethics Enforcement Officer
· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel

· Christine V. Vieira, Office Assistant/Clerk
The following topics were discussed during the meeting (numbers do not correspond with agenda):

1.   A motion was put forth to the Board by Patricia Hendel, Chairperson, to add another item to the agenda: The Evaluation Process of the Executive Director.  The motion was moved by Vice Chairperson, Robert Worgaftik, and seconded by Board member Michael Rion.  All Board members voted unanimously in favor.

2.   Benjamin Bycel, Executive Director, reviewed his Director’s report for the Board.  Please see the Executive Director’s report for entirety.
a. A new Office Assistant will begin on December 22, 2006
The hiring process will be completed with the finding of a    

 

second Associate Accounts Examiner, an Investigator, and 


a few part-time positions

b. Iris D’Oleo-Edwin, Paralegal Specialist I, online filing system is up and running with the first registration, with credit card payment, arriving this morning.  IT initiatives will continue into the New Year with the Statements of Financial Interests as monies have been granted for the project.

c. T.J. Jones, Ethics Enforcement Officer, spoke to the Board about the Enforcement Division.  Board member Enid Oresman inquired about his perception of the Enforcement division.  T.J. indicated that there is a great deal of work to be done as he continues to organize the team.

d. The legislative package has been distributed, specifically to Brad Towson, who will be our liaison with the GAE.  The OSE is awaiting word as to whether our proposals will be entertained individually or as a group.

e. Meredith Trimble, Director of Education, presented her first annual education overview.  It was well-received with questions from Board members speaking to the future of possible web-based compliance requirements and alerting other agencies of the information available.
f. Patrick Lamb, Assistant Ethics Enforcement Officer, and Barbara Housen, General Counsel, spoke to the COGEL conference and the benefits of being seem as a national “trendsetter” for other agencies who may have fewer resources available.  It was beneficial to learn about issues that other agencies may also face.  It was also mentioned to take note of expenses and staff availability for upcoming conferences. 

3.   Minutes for the November 14, 2006 meeting were presented to the Board.  Patricia Hendel, Chairperson, entertained a motion for approval.  The motion was moved by Board member Dennis Riley and seconded by Board member Michael Rion.  All Board members voted unanimously in favor.  As noted in the meeting, minutes need to be more detailed with vote results by Board members listed in detail.  All materials to be placed forth to the Board in future meetings are to be presented to the Board members two days in advance for review.  
4.   The 2007 calendar year regular Board meeting schedule was presented in its entirety.  It has been posted with the Secretary of State as mandated by Connecticut General Statutes.  Dates may be changed as necessary by Board members.

5.   Patrick Lamb, Assistant Ethics Enforcement Officer, spoke to the agenda item of the authorization of the entire Board to issue subpoenas.  This will define the Board as any individual member of the Board and, in the absence of the Chairperson, allow any Board member to assist the Enforcement division with subpoenas.  Patricia Hendel, Chairperson, entertained a motion to approve this item.  The motion was moved by Board member Scott Storms and seconded by Board Member Michael Rion.  All Board members voted unanimously in favor.
6.   Patrick Lamb, Assistant Ethics Enforcement Officer, also suggested changes to the existing “Ethics Complaint Form” and presented a new form to the Board.  Changes to the form had been deemed an administrative act.  Therefore, Barbara Housen, General Counsel, requested that authorization for administrative changes be granted to General Counsel.  Board member, Michael Rion, offered an amendment suggesting that all changes made to any form be presented to the Board to decide whether to take issue or not.  Patricia Hendel, Chairperson, entertained a motion to grant the request with the proposed amendment.  The motion was moved by Board member Michael Rion and seconded by Vice Chairperson, Robert Worgaftik.  All Board members voted unanimously in favor.
7.   Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel, spoke to the draft response to request for Advisory Opinion No. 4577 which came to the Legal division from the Enforcement division inquiring whether the Enforcement division of the OSE must seek Board approval to settle a complaint before a finding of probable cause.  Patricia Hendel, Chairperson, entertained a motion for approval.  The motion was moved by Board Member Michael Rion and seconded by Board member Enid Oresman.  A vote resulted with six Board members in favor and one Board member, Dennis Riley, against approval.
8.   Cynthia Isales, Assistant General Counsel, spoke to the reconsideration of Advisory Opinion No. 97-20 inquiring about the application of General Statutes §1-84(o) and §1-97(d) to registered client lobbyists and for §1-84(o), who constitutes the executive head of an agency.  Patricia Hendel, Chairperson, entertained a motion to delay vote on this Advisory Opinion until the January Board meeting.  The motion was moved by Board member Michael Rion and seconded by Vice Chairperson, Robert Worgaftik.  All Board members voted unanimously in favor.
9.   The Board discussed the evaluation process as follows: while no evaluation protocol is currently in place, the Sub-Committee has composed an evaluation packet to be reviewed by the entire Board.  Any questions, suggestions, or comments should be directed to the Sub-Committee (Patricia Hendel, Robert Worgaftik, and Scott Storms) and Barbara Housen, General Counsel.  The Executive Director should begin his self-evaluation and OSE staff members will be given an evaluation packet as well.  A “trial-run” evaluation will take place in mid-January to create a process for evaluation with an official evaluation to take place in June.  The Board decided, by consensus, to evaluate the Executive Director as an entire unit.
10. Board member Jaclyn Bernstein asked if the General Counsel had an opinion about attending the Governor’s Inaugural Ball.  Barbara Housen, General Counsel, answered indicating that there is no issue since tickets are available to the general public.
The meeting was adjourned at 2:57 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Christine V. Vieira

Clerk, Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board
Approved:
