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MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 19, 2016 SPECIAL MEETING 
 

The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Special 
Meeting by Teleconference on Monday, September 19, 2016, in the 2nd Floor Conference Room. 

 
Chairman Charles F. Chiusano called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.  
 
The following Board members were present and participated by teleconference: 
 
Charles F. Chiusano, Chair 
Mary Bigelow, Vice-Chair 
Dena Castricone   
Kevin Johnston 
Cheryl Lipson 
Daniel Young  
Rev. Tommie Lee Jackson   
 
The following staff members of the OSE were present: 
 
Carol Carson, Executive Director 
Barbara Housen, General Counsel  
Malissa Hurry, Paralegal, Temporary Clerk of the Board 
Thomas K. Jones, Ethics Enforcement Officer 
 
The following individuals were also identified and present: 
 
Kimberly Knox, Counsel for Katharine Wade 
Cheri Quickmire, Executive Director, Common Cause CT (Petitioner, Declaratory Ruling No. 2016-A) 
 
The following topics were addressed during the meeting: 
 
1. Board members Dena Castricone and Kevin Johnston reported to the Board that Insurance 

Commissioner Katharine Wade submitted a letter to the Board dated September 16, 2016 which 
clarified that her recusal from the Cigna/Anthem merger is full and complete and that the 
matter will be assigned to a deputy commissioner.  In light of this letter, Ms. Castricone and 
Mr. Johnston recommended that the Board conclude its fact-finding, drafting, and consideration 
related to Declaratory Ruling 2016-A without further action, because the issues raised in the 
petition for declaratory ruling are now moot.  
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On the motion of Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Castricone, the Board voted seven (7) to 
zero (0) to accept the report of the members assigned as hearing officers pursuant to 
C.G.S. 1-80 (e), that Commissioner Katharine Wade intends to fully recuse herself from 
the Cigna/Anthem merger and to assign the matter to a deputy commissioner of the 
Department of Insurance. 
 

 
2. The Board discussed its next steps related to the petition to issue a Declaratory Ruling. 

On the motion of Ms. Bigelow, seconded by Rev. Jackson, the Board voted seven (7) to 
zero (0) to decline to issue Declaratory Ruling No. 2016-A at this time, based on the 
complete recusal of Commissioner Wade as set forth in the September 16, 2016 letter.   

 
3. On the motion of Ms. Castricone, seconded by Mr. Johnston, the Board voted seven (7) to     

zero (0) to adjourn the meeting. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 4:16 p.m.  
  
Respectfully submitted by, 
 

 
Carol Carson  
Executive Director 
Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board 
 
            
Date approved  
(By the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board) 


