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MINUTES OF THE JUNE 16, 2016 MEETING 
 

The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular 
Meeting on Thursday, June 16, 2016, in the 5th Floor Conference Room. 

 
Chairman Charles F. Chiusano called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m.  
 
The following Board members were present: 
 
Charles F. Chiusano, Chair 
Mary Bigelow, Vice-Chair 
Dena Castricone   
Cheryl Lipson 
Daniel Young  
Rev. Tommie Lee Jackson (Participated via teleconference)  
 
The following staff members of the OSE were present: 
 
Carol Carson, Executive Director 
Alaaeldin Ali, IT Analyst 1 (Clerk of the Board) 
Marc W. Crayton, Assistant Ethics Enforcement Officer 
Barbara Housen, General Counsel 
Malissa Hurry, Paralegal Specialist 
Thomas K. Jones, Ethics Enforcement Officer 
Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel  
Nancy Nicolescu, Director of Education & Communications 
Mark Wasielewski, Deputy Ethics Enforcement Officer 
Michael Paciorek, Legal Intern 
 
The following topics were addressed during the meeting: 
 
1. The minutes of the May 19, 2016 Regular Meeting were presented to the Board for approval. 
 

On the motion of Ms. Lipson, seconded by Ms. Bigelow, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) 
to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2016 Regular Meeting. 

  
2. Chairman Chiusano presented the Chairman’s Report, noting that the Board still has two 

vacancies. Ms. Castricone agreed to serve as the hearing officer for the July 28, 2016 UAPA 
hearing.       
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3. General Counsel Barbara Housen recommended that the Board grant the Petition for a 
Declaratory Ruling submitted by Common Cause in CT regarding the participation of 
Insurance Commissioner Katharine Wade in the Cigna/Anthem merger. Chairman Chiusano 
noted that Commissioner Wade, through attorney Kim Knox, submitted a letter to the Board 
regarding her inability to attend the meeting. 

 
 After discussion and on the motion of Ms. Castricone, seconded by Mr. Young, the Board 

voted seven (6) to zero (0) to a grant the Petition for a Declaratory Ruling from Common 
Cause In CT.   

 
4. General Counsel Barbara Housen presented the Legal Division Report.  She noted the 

significant number of FOI requests received recently and the challenge of responding to those 
requests with the limited resources the OSE has. 

 
5. Ethics Enforcement Officer TJ Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  He provided 

a status report on the number of unresolved matters on the docket for the UAPA hearings 
scheduled for June 23, 2016 hearings (Chairman Chiusano as Hearing Officer).  

 
6. Ethics Enforcement Officer Jones presented the audit report for Elevator Constructors Local 91.  

There was one adverse finding.    
 

On the motion of Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Castricone, the Board voted six (6) to zero 
(0) to approve the audit report for Elevator Constructors Local 91. 

 
7. Executive Director Carol Carson presented the Executive Director’s Report. She reported on 

the following: a) the transition of the OSE from the Office of Governmental Accountability into 
an independent agency; and b) Public Act 16-174, which amends the provisions related to 
statements of financial interests and which becomes effective on January 1, 2017. 

 
8. Ms. Nicolescu presented the training and media reports. 
 
9. There were no public comments.   
 
10. On the motion of Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Lipson, the Board voted six (6) to     zero 

(0) to enter executive session pursuant to General Statutes section 1-210 (b) (4) to to 
discuss pending of litigation in the matter of Priscilla Dickman and to consider offers of 
compromise in UAPA matters.  Chairman Chiusano did not participate in the discussion 
of the offers of compromise and left the meeting. 

 
The following Board members were present: 
 
Mary Bigelow, Vice-Chair 
Dena Castricone   
Cheryl Lipson 
Daniel Young  
Rev. Tommie Lee Jackson (Participated via teleconference)  
 
The following staff members of the OSE were present: 
 
Carol Carson, Executive Director 
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Alaaeldin Ali, IT Analyst 1 (Clerk of the Board) 
Marc W. Crayton, Assistant Ethics Enforcement Officer 
Barbara Housen, General Counsel 
Malissa Hurry, Paralegal Specialist 
Thomas K. Jones, Ethics Enforcement Officer 
Mark Wasielewski, Deputy Ethics Enforcement Officer 
 

11. On the motion of Mr. Young, seconded by Ms. Castricone, the Board voted five (5) to 
zero (0) to come out of executive session and resume the public meeting.  Thereafter, 
Chairman Chiusano joined the meeting. 

  
12. On the motion of Ms. Castricone, seconded by Ms. Lipson, the Board voted five (5) to 

zero (0), with Chairman Chiusano abstaining, to accept counteroffers in docket Nos. 
2016-01UP, 2016-09UP, 2016-11UP, 2016-12UP, and 2016-17UP.   

  
13.       On the motion of Ms. Castricone, seconded by Ms. Lipson, the Board voted six (6) to     

zero (0) to adjourn the meeting. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:38 p.m.  
  
Respectfully submitted by, 
 

 
Carol Carson  
Executive Director 
Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board 
 
            
Date approved  
(By the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board) 


