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MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 18, 2016 MEETING

The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular
Meeting on Thursday, August 18, 2016, in the 5" Floor Conference Room.

Chairman Charles F. Chiusano called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.
The following Board members were present:

Charles F. Chiusano, Chair

Mary Bigelow, Vice-Chair

Dena Castricone

Kevin Johnston

Cheryl Lipson

Daniel Young (Participated via teleconference)

Rev. Tommie Lee Jackson (Participated via teleconference)

The following staff members of the OSE were present:

Carol Carson, Executive Director

Alaaeldin Ali, IT Analyst, Temporary Clerk of the Board
Marc W. Crayton, Assistant Ethics Enforcement Officer
Barbara Housen, General Counsel

Thomas K. Jones, Ethics Enforcement Officer

Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel

Nancy Nicolescu, Director of Education & Communications
Michael Paciorek, Legal Intern

Mark Wasielewski, Deputy Ethics Enforcement Officer

The following topics were addressed during the meeting:
1. The minutes of the July 21, 2016 Regular Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.

On the motion of Ms. Castricone, seconded by Ms. Bigelow, the Board voted six (6) to
zero (0) to approve the minutes of the July 21, 2016 Regular Meeting.

Mr. Jackson joined the meeting.

2. The minutes of the August 16, 2016 Special Meeting of the Nominating Subcommittee were
presented to the Board for approval.



On the motion of Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Jackson, the Subcommittee voted two (2)
to zero (0) to approve the minutes of the August 16, 2016 Special Meeting.

After expressing appreciation to Chairman Chiusano and Vice-Chairwoman Bigelow for their
leadership for the past year, Mr. Young presented the recommendation of the Nominating
Subcommittee that Chairman Chiusano and Ms. Castricone serve as chairman and vice-
chairwoman, respectively, for a one year term beginning on October 1, 2016.

On the motion of Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Jackson, the Board voted five (5) to zero
(0), with Chairman Chiusano and Ms. Castricone abstaining, to accept the
Subcommittee’s recommendation that Chairman Chiusano and Ms. Castricone serve as
chairman and vice-chairwoman, respectively, for a one year term beginning on October 1,

2016.

Chairman Chiusano presented the Chairman’s Report. He thanked Ms. Bigelow for her
dedicated service to the Board.

Assistant General Counsel Peter Lewandowski introduced Legal Intern Michael Paciorek, who
presented draft Advisory Opinion No. 2016-3 in response to Arthur H. House’s Petition.

On the motion of Mr. Johnston, seconded by Ms. Lipson, the Board voted seven (7) to
zero (0) to adopt draft Advisory Opinion No. 2016-3.

Ms. Castricone, who served as Hearing Officer in the Matter of Mark J. White, Docket # 2016-
04UP, recommended that the Board adopt the Report/Proposed Final Decision imposing a
penalty of $10 per day for each day Mr. White’s Marshal Statement of Income is not filed. Ms.
Bigelow abstained from the matter and left the room.

After discussion and on the motion of Mr. Johnston, seconded by Mr. Young, the Board
voted six (6) to zero (0), with Ms. Bigelow abstaining, to adopt the Hearing Officer
Report/Proposed Final Decision as corrected in the Matter of Mark J. White, Docket #
2016-04UP.

Ms. Bigelow rejoined the meeting.

General Counsel Housen provided the Board with an update on the status of Draft Declaratory
Ruling No. 2016-A. She discussed a July 28, 2016 letter addressed to her from Attorney
Kimberly Knox in response to General Counsel Housen’s remarks at the July 21, 2016 meeting
of the Board.

Mr. Johnston indicated that he would have preferred to receive the July 28, 2016 letter prior to
August 17, 2016 when it was distributed to the Board and requested that material provided to
the Office of State Ethics that is of interest to the Board be provided to them in a timely
manner.

General Counsel Barbara Housen presented the Legal Division Report. Executive Director
Carson noted that the staff of the Legal Division responded to 90 requests for advice during the
reporting period, notwithstanding the loss of an attorney in that division.
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Ethics Enforcement Officer TJ Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report. He reported
that two lobbyist matters are scheduled for the September UAPA hearings and that all SFI
matters have been concluded.

Chairman Chiusano, who previously volunteered to serve as the Hearing Officer for UAPA

hearings scheduled for Thursday, September 8, 2016, requested that the hearings begin at 11
a.m.

Ethics Enforcement Officer Jones presented the audit report for the CT Junior Republic
Association. There were two adverse findings.

On the motion of Ms. Castricone, seconded by Mr. Johnston, the Board voted seven (7) to
zero (0) to approve the audit report for the CT Junior Republic Association.

Executive Director Carol Carson presented the Executive Director’s Report. She reported on
the status of: a) two vacancies on the Board, which have existed since October 1, 2015, as well
as her outreach to the Governor regarding two upcoming vacancies; b) the budget and a
meeting the following day with the Secretary of the Office of Policy and Management
regarding proposed reductions in allotments; (c) reestablishing the Office of State Ethics as an
independent agency; (d) the 2016-2019 Strategic Plan; and (e) legislative proposals for the
legislative session beginning in January 2017.

Ms. Nicolescu presented the training and media reports.
There were no public comments.

On the motion of Ms. Castricone Lipson, seconded by Mr. Jackson, the Board voted (7)
to zero (0) to enter executive session pursuant to General Statutes section 1-210 (b) (4) to
discuss pending litigation _and an offer of compromise in UAPA matters. Chairman
Chiusano and Ms. Castricone did not participate in the discussion of the offer of
compromise and did not attend the executive session.

The following Board members were present:

Mary Bigelow, Vice-Chair

Kevin Johnston

Cheryl Lipson

Rev. Tommie Lee Jackson (Participated via teleconference)
Daniel Young (Participated via teleconference)

The following staff members of the OSE were present:

Carol Carson, Executive Director

Marc W. Crayton, Assistant Ethics Enforcement Officer
Barbara Housen, General Counsel

Alaaeldin Ali, IT Analyst (Temporary Clerk of the Board)
Thomas K. Jones, Ethics Enforcement Officer

Nancy Nicolescu, Director of Education & Communications
Mark Wasielewski, Deputy Ethics Enforcement Officer
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15. The Board resumed the public meeting, with Chairman Chiusano and Ms. Castricone in
attendance.

16. On the motion of Mr. Johnston, seconded by Ms. Lipson, the Board voted five (5) to zero
(0), with Chairman Chiusano and Ms. Castricone abstaining, to accept a counteroffer in
Docket No. 2016-124UL..

17. On the motion of Ms. Castricone, seconded by Ms. Lipson, the Board voted seven (7) to
zero (0) to adjourn the meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:49 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by,

forel, Laneon_

Carol Carson
Executive Director
Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board

Date approved
(By the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board)



