
CITIZEN’S ETHICS ADVISORY BOARD 
OF THE OFFICE OF STATE ETHICS 

18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106-1660 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF FEBRUARY 21, 2013 
 

The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a 
Regular Meeting on Thursday, February 21, 2013, in the 5th Floor Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity 
Street, Hartford, CT 06106. 
 
Chairman Charles Chiusano called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.    
 
The following members of the Board were present: 
 

• Charles F. Chiusano, Chairman 
• Herbert A. Grant, Vice-Chairman 
• Mary Bigelow, Member 
• David W. Gay, Member 
• Susan Gruen, Member 
• Tommie Jackson, Member 
• Roger Kemp, Member 
• Dennis J. Riley, Member  
• Daniel Young, Member  

 
The following staff members of the OSE were present: 
 

• Carol Carson, Executive Director 
• Barbara Housen, General Counsel 
• Thomas K. Jones, Ethics Enforcement Officer 
• Nancy Nicolescu, Director of Education and Communications 
• Brian O’Dowd, Deputy General Counsel 
• Cynthia Isales, Assistant General Counsel 
• Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel 
• Marc W. Crayton, Assistant Enforcement Officer 
• Mark E. Wasielewski, Deputy Ethics Enforcement Officer 
• Iris E. D’Oleo-Edwin, Clerk of the Board 

 
The following topics were addressed during the meeting: 
 
1. The minutes of the January 24, 2013 Regular Meeting were presented to the Board for 
 approval. 
 

 On the motion of Mr. Grant, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted nine (9) to zero 
(0) to approve the minutes of the January 24, 2013 Regular Meeting.   

   



2. General Counsel Housen presented a Petition for Advisory Opinion from Charles C. Clearly, 
Dean of Admission, Tunxis Community College. 

 
 On the motion of Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted nine (9) to zero 

(0) to grant the Petition for Advisory Opinion from Charles C. Clearly. 
 
3. Deputy General Counsel O’Dowd presented Draft Advisory Opinion 2013-1, in response to 

the Petition from Charles C. Clearly. 
 
 The Board discussed the Draft Advisory Opinion.  Mr. Jackson made a suggestion to amend 

the Draft Advisory Opinion by adding language indicating that the opinion is limited to the 
specific facts presented in the Petition. 

  
 On the motion of Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Jackson, the Board voted nine (9) to 

zero (0) to adopt Advisory Opinion No. 2013-1, as amended. 
  
4. The Board discussed the Statements of Financial Interests.  Mr. Riley stated that he believes 

that legislative staff members should be required filers. 
 
5. Chairman Chiusano presented the Chairman’s Report.  He reported on the Governor’s 2014-

2015 budget proposals and asked Board members to advocate on behalf of the Board’s best 
interest. 

 
6. Chairman Chiusano provided an opportunity for discussion of new business.  
 
 On the motion of Mr. Riley, seconded by Ms. Gruen, the Board voted nine (9) to zero 

(0) to add an item to the agenda to discuss the Request for Staff Advice attached to the 
Legal Division Report. 

 
7. The Board discussed the Request for Staff Advice memo and, more specifically, whether to 

have the Legal Division continue to include samples of its advice in the Board’s monthly 
packet. 

 
 On the motion of Mr. Young, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted nine (9) to zero 

(0) to discontinue the practice of including three samples of request for staff advice. 
 
8. General Counsel Housen presented the Legal Division Report.  Ms. Housen reported that 

since the issuance of the Legal Division report, the Division received the CHRO Findings in 
the matter of Anthony Lewis vs. OSE.  CHRO decided in favor of the OSE and dismissed 
the matter, finding no reasonable cause to believe a violation had occured.  

 
9. Ethics Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  He reported 

on the ongoing lobbyist initiatives. 
 
10 Assistant Enforcement Officer Crayton updated the Board indicating that 54 matters are 

currently scheduled for the March 14, 2013 UAPA hearing date.  Chairman Chiusano 
volunteered to preside as Hearing Officer.   
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11. Ethics Enforcement Officer Jones presented the audit report for Minor Victims of Sexual 
Abuse. 
 
On the motion of Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted nine (9) to zero 
(0) to approve the audit report for Minor Victims of Sexual Abuse.  
 

12. The Board discussed the potential impact the Governor’s 2014-2015 Budget Proposal may 
have on the existing viability of the OSE’s Enforcement Division. 

 
13.  Executive Director Carson presented the Executive Director’s Report.  Ms. Carson reported 

on the OSE’s potential deficit for the remainder of the fiscal year.   She also reported on her 
testimony provided to the Appropriations Committee of the General Assembly on February 
20, 2013 concerning the budget proposal.   In addition, she indicated that she has met with 
members of both sides of the aisle to discuss the budget proposal and its consequences to the 
integrity to the OSE.  She also reported on OSE’s legislative proposals for the 2013 
legislative session.  

 
14. Nancy Nicolescu presented the OSE media summary.  
 
15.  Chairman Chiusano provided an opportunity for public comments.  There were no public 

comments. 
 
 On a motion of Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. Jackson, the Board voted nine (9) to zero 

(0) to adjourn the meeting at 2:22 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Iris E. D’Oleo-Edwin, Clerk  
Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board  
 
 
 
     
Date approved 
(By the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board of the Office of State Ethics) 


