Minutes
Regular Meeting
August 18, 2011

The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, August 18, 2011, on the 5th Floor, in the State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairman Dooley called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman 

· Mary Bigelow, Member

· David Gay, Member

· Herbert A. Grant, Member

· Roger L. Kemp, Member

· Dennis J. Riley, Member 

· Charles F. Chiusano, Member

The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Marc W. Crayton, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel

· Mark E. Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Iris E. D’Oleo-Edwin, Clerk of the Board

· Estada Laurore, Student Intern

· Mikayla Anderson, Student Intern

The following topics were addressed during the meeting:

1. The minutes of the July 21, 2011 Regular Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.


On the motion of Mr. Grant, seconded by Ms. Bigelow, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes.

2.
Pursuant to the Superior Court rulings in the matter of Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (CEAB) vs. Freedom of Information Commission (FOIC) (Docket No. CV 106007661S) and CEAB vs. FOIC (Docket No. CV 116009483S), General Counsel Housen presented the minutes of September 9, 2009 and January 12, 2010 Board proceedings in compliance with the FOIC orders.

3.
Chairman Dooley reported on the nominating committee meeting held on July 22, 2011.  He stated that the committee is recommending the nomination of Board member Gay and Board member Chiusano as Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board, respectively, to take office in October for a term of one year, pursuant to Policy No. 1.  The Board unanimously approved the committee’s nominations of Board members Gay and Chiusano for Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Board.   Board members Gay and Chiusano offered their thanks to the Board and to the nominating Committee. 

4.
Chairman Dooley presented the Board with the Chairman’s Report.   The Board designated Board member Chiusano to preside over the UAPA hearings scheduled for September 14, 2011, and Board member Gay to preside over the October 13, 2011 hearings.

5.
Chairman Dooley provided an opportunity for discussion of any new business.  There was no new business.

6.
General Counsel Housen presented the Board with a memorandum concerning recommended guidelines on Board Hearings and Deliberations.  She answered questions and addressed comments regarding the memorandum.  

7.
General Counsel Housen presented the Legal Division Report.


Discussion ensued regarding the Legal Division Report.

8.
Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski updated the Board on the OSE proposed regulations.  He stated that on July 26, 2011, the Legislative Regulations Review Committee (“LRRC”) did not approve the OSE proposed regulations based on perceived conflicts with regard to the “Gift to the State” provision. As a result, the OSE will remove the “Gift to the State” provision from the proposed regulations package.  The remaining proposals will be considered at the next LRRC meeting.  The OSE will then seek a statutory fix for the “Gift to the State” provision during the upcoming legislative session if the Board so approves.

9.
Executive Director Carson presented the Board with her Executive Director’s Report.  She reported that the unions ratified the concession package.  As a result, the OSE will maintain 13 positions and its original budget of $1.4 million.


Ms. Carson updated the Board regarding the Governmental Accountability Commission (GAC) with regard to the vacancy of the Executive Administrator position for OGA.  She indicated that the GAC’s personnel search committee conducted interviews and recommended three candidates to the Governor, who will then appoint the Executive Administrator by September 1, 2011.



Finally, Ms. Carson updated the Board on the challenges the OSE is facing due to reduction in personnel as a result of the budgetary cuts, and how the OSE will be restructuring and reorganizing its functions relative to available resources.

Board member Riley commended Ms. Carson and the staff on continuing to do a good job during these dire circumstances in state service.    

10.
Chairman Dooley provided an opportunity for public comments.  There were no public comments.

11.
Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  Mr. Jones reported on 1) the August 3, 2011 probable cause hearing in the Matter of Anthony Perrelli (Docket No. 2008-53); 2) the upcoming UAPA hearings; and 3) the reports for the audits of the Statement of Financial Interests and the marshal Statement of Income filings.   

Assistant Enforcement Officer Wasielewski reported on the matters of Michael Sanders, 

Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Audit report for Chrysalis Center, Inc. for Board approval.

On the motion of Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Chiusano, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to approve the above-listed audit report. 

12.
On the motion of Mr. Chiusano, seconded by Mr. Kemp, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 1:49 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by,

Iris E. D’Oleo-Edwin, Clerk

Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board 

Date approved

(By the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board of the Office of State Ethics)

