Minutes
Regular Meeting

July 21, 2011
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, July 21, 2011, on the 5th Floor, in the State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairman Dooley called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman 

· Mary Bigelow, Member

· David Gay, Member
· Herbert A. Grant, Member
· Roger L. Kemp, Member

· Dennis J. Riley, Member (Participated via teleconference)

The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director
· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Marc W. Crayton, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant General Counsel

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel

· Mark E. Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer
· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel

· Iris E. D’Oleo-Edwin, Clerk of the Board

· Manoj Vanavan, Student Intern

The following topics were addressed during the meeting:
1. The minutes of the June 16, 2011, Regular Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.

On the motion of Mr. Grant, seconded by Ms. Bigelow, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes with corrections.
2. Chairman Dooley conducted the drawing for the 2011 audit selections for client lobbyists, pursuant to General Statutes  § 1-96a (b).   Ten client lobbyists were randomly selected to be audited for the period of January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2010.
3.
Chairman Dooley presented the Board with the Chairman’s Report.  He stated that the next UAPA hearing will be September 14, 2011, and that at the August meeting, the Board will assign Hearing Officers for the September and October UAPA hearing dates.  He also reported that, pursuant to Policy No. 1, the nominating committee of the Board will present the names of the candidates for Board Chair and Vice-Chair at the August meeting.

4.
Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski presented the Board with Hearing Officer Martin Margulies’ Report regarding the UAPA hearing conducted on June 22, 2011, in the Matter of Michael K. Sanders (Docket No. 2011-03UP).  Michael Sanders did not appear.

On the motion of Mr. Grant, seconded by Mr. Kemp, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to approve the Hearing Officer’s Report in the Matter of Michael K. Sanders (Docket No. 2011-03UP).

Assistant Enforcement Officer Mark Wasielewski answered questions and addressed comments regarding the status of previous enforcement actions filed by the OSE against Mr. Sanders. 
5.
General Counsel Housen presented the Petition for Advisory Opinion No. 2011-2 submitted by Eric J. Wilder.   Ms. Housen corrected a typographical error:  the July 21, 2011 Agenda indicates that the Petition for Advisory Opinion was submitted by Paul Bobruff when, in fact, was submitted by Eric J. Wilder.
On the motion of Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to grant the Petition for Advisory Opinion No. 2011-2.
Assistant General Counsel O’Dowd presented the Draft Advisory Opinion in response to the petition from Mr. Eric J. Wilder, Assistant Director of the state Department of Banking Securities and Business Investments Division.  
Mr. Wilder, who was present at the meeting, presented comments to the Board.

On the motion of Mr. Grant, seconded by Ms. Bigelow, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to adopt Advisory Opinion No. 2011-2.

6.
General Counsel Housen presented the Petition for Advisory Opinion No. 2011-3 submitted by William Bumpus, Assistant Attorney General of the state of Connecticut.

On the motion of Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted five (5) to zero (0) to grant the Petition for Advisory Opinion 2011-3.  Mr. Riley voted against granting the Petition for Advisory Opinion 2011-3.

Assistant General Counsel Isales presented and summarized for the Board the Draft Advisory Opinion 2011-3 in response to the request by William Bumpus.

On the motion of Mr. Gay, seconded by Mr. Grant, the Board voted five (5) to zero (0) to adopt the Advisory Opinion No. 2011-3.  Mr. Riley voted against Advisory Opinion 2011-3.
7.
Chairman Dooley provided an opportunity for discussion of any new business.  There was no new business.
8.
General Counsel Housen presented the Legal Division Report.    Ms. Housen reported on the receipt of Superior Court decisions in the matter of Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (CEAB) vs. Freedom of Information Commission (FOIC) (Docket No. CV 106007661S) and CEAB vs. FOIC (Docket No. CV 116009483S).  Further discussion regarding the matters was scheduled to be held in the Executive Session portion of the meeting, pursuant to General Statutes § 1-210 (b) (4).  
9.
Executive Director Carson presented the Education Report.   She briefed the Board regarding continuing OSE education trainings.  She pointed out that at a recent OSE education training at the Office of the Secretary of the State, both Secretary of the State Denise Merrill, and Deputy Secretary of the State James Spallone, attended the entire ethics training.  She expressed appreciation for their participation and also voiced how important it is to have the leaders of state agencies present at these trainings.   She also informed the Board about an ethics training in August for appointed officials and commissioners.

Executive Director Carson then briefed the Board on the Executive Director Report.  She reported on the budgetary cuts that are taking place due to the Governor’s budget balancing plan as a result of the unions’ failure to approve the concession package.  This balancing plan has resulted in the Office of Governmental Accountability’s staff being reduced by an additional 11 positions. 

Finally, Ms. Carson updated the Board regarding the Governmental Accountability Commission (GAC) with regard to the vacancy of the Executive Administrator position for OGA.  She indicated that the GAC’s personnel search committee was meeting on Friday, July 22, 2011, to review resumes received from candidates interested in the position.  From the pool of candidates, the personnel search committee will recommend finalists to the GAC, which will then choose three names to present to the Governor.


10.
Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  Mr. Jones reported on the upcoming probable cause hearing scheduled for August 3, 2011, in the Matter of Anthony Perrelli (Docket No. 2008-53); on the ETH-2D 2nd Quarter Report initiatives; and on the reports for the audits of the Statement of Financial Interests and the marshal Statement of Income filings. 
11.
On the motion by Mr. Grant, seconded by Ms. Bigelow, the Board voted unanimously to move into Executive Session, pursuant to General Statutes § 1-210 (b) (4), to discuss (1) strategy and negotiations with respect to pending claims, and (b) strategy relative to the recent court decisions received in OSE’s two FOIC appeals.
The following individuals attended the Executive Session:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman

· Mary Bigelow, Member

· David Gay, Member

· Herbert A. Grant, Member

· Roger L. Kemp, Member

· Dennis Riley, Member (Participated Via Teleconference)
· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Marc Crayton, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant General Counsel

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel

On the motion of Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted unanimously to move  out of Executive Session at 2:33 p.m.

On the motion of Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. Grant, the Board voted unanimously not to appeal the two court decisions in the matters of CEAB vs. FOIC.

On the motion of Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. Grant, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 2:33 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by,
Iris E. D’Oleo-Edwin, Clerk
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