
Corrected Minutes
Regular Meeting

June 16, 2011
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, June 16, 2011, on the 5th Floor, in the State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairman Dooley called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman 

· Mary Bigelow, Member

· Charles F. Chiusano, Member

· David Gay, Member
· Herbert A. Grant, Member
· Martin Margulies, Member
· Dennis J. Riley, Member
· Roger L. Kemp, Member

The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director
· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Marc W. Crayton, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant General Counsel

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel

· Mark E. Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer
· Iris E. D’Oleo-Edwin, Clerk of the Board

· Rosalie Morgan, Student Intern

1. General Counsel Housen asked the Board to add an item to the Agenda to administer the oath of office to new Board Member Roger L. Kemp.

On the motion of Mr. Chiusano, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to add to the Agenda the swearing in of new Board Member Roger L. Kemp.
General Counsel Housen administered the oath of office to Board Member Roger L. Kemp.
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:
2. The minutes of the May 19, 2011 Regular Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.
On the motion of Mr. Chiusano, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes.  Board Member Kemp abstained.
1. Chairman Dooley presented the Board with the Chairman’s Report.  He stated that Mr. Margulies and Mr. Gay will preside over the UAPA hearings scheduled for June 22 and July 19, 2011, respectively.  He reminded the Board that he, along with Executive Director Carson (serving ex officio) and Mr. Riley, were appointed by the Board to serve on the nominating committee to recommend candidates for Board Chair and Vice-Chair.  The recommendation of the subcommittee will be presented to the Board at the August meeting.

Chairman Dooley briefed the Board regarding the new Office of Governmental Accountability (“OGA”) and the new Governmental Accountability Commission (“GAC”).

2. Chairman Dooley presented Hearing Officer Dennis J. Riley’s Report to the Board in the Matter of National Audubon Society (Docket No. 2011-23UL).  
On the motion of Mr. Gay, seconded by Mr. Margulies, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to approve the Hearing Officer’s Report in the Matter of National Audubon Society.  Mr. Riley abstained.
3. General Counsel Housen presented the Petition of Clement Roy, submitted by Craig Leroy, for a waiver of the requirement to file a Statement of Financial Interests for 2010.  (Following submission of the petition, but prior to the Board meeting, Mr. Roy passed away.)
On the motion of Mr. Chiusano, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted unanimously to grant the Petition from Craig Leroy.
4. Chairman Dooley provided an opportunity for discussion of any new business.  There was no new business.

5. Assistant General Counsel Peter Lewandowski updated the Board regarding Public Act 11-48.  Public Act 11-48, effective July 1, 2011, merges the OSE along with eight other state agencies into the OGA.  
6. Executive Director Carson briefed the Board regarding the GAC.  She indicated that an organizational meeting is scheduled for July 1, 2011, to discuss a plan of action to move forward with the merger.  
Discussion ensued regarding the budgetary cuts and the impact that they will have on the OSE and the other agencies involved in the merger.  
7. Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski reported to the Board regarding the issue of grassroots lobbying, and how OSE and its predecessor agency, the State Ethics Commission, have interpreted the definition of lobbying to include grassroots lobbying.  He indicated that during the 2010 legislative session, the OSE attempted to provide additional clarity regarding the definition of grassroots lobbying, but that the bill did not advance.   Discussion ensued, and the Board decided to table the issue until the Board could address the matter in the context of legislative proposals for 2012.
8. General Counsel Housen presented the Legal Division Report.  
Discussion ensued regarding the Legal Division Report.
In response to a question by Board member Margulies, Assistant General Counsel Isales briefed the Board regarding RAO 9073, a staff opinion on the issue of acceptance of honoraria.  Following brief discussion, General Counsel Housen stated that she will report back to the Board regarding RAO 9073.

9. Executive Director Carson presented the Education Report.  She updated the Board regarding the Statement of Financial Interests filings and the OSE’s education initiatives.
10. Chairman Dooley provided an opportunity for public comments.  There were no public comments.

11. Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.
Assistant Enforcement Officer Mark Wasielewski updated the Board regarding the Division’s 2011 SFI enforcement initiative.
Assistant Enforcement Officer Marc W. Crayton updated the Board regarding the initiative to enforce the 2010 marshals’ statements of income.  He also reported on the status of the 1st Quarter Client Lobbyist Report initiative.
Enforcement Officer Jones presented the audit report for Sullivan & Leshane, which included findings for failure to report expenditures for the benefit of a public official.  He noted the recurring difficulty that lobbyists and others have with respect to finding a current list of reportable public officials.  Discussion of the issue ensued.
On the motion of Mr. Grant, seconded by Bigelow, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to approve the audit report.  Mr. Gay and Mr. Chiusano abstained.
Chairman Dooley addressed the Board regarding the drawing for the 2011 audit selection for lobbyists, which will be done at the July Board meeting.
12. On the motion by Mr. Gay, seconded by Chiusano, the Board voted unanimously to move into Executive Session to discuss matters pertaining to strategy and negotiations with respect to pending claims, pursuant to General Statutes § 1-210 (b) (4) at 2:35 p.m.
The following individuals attended the Executive Session:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman

· Mary Bigelow, Member

· Charles F. Chiusano, Member

· David Gay, Member

· Herbert A. Grant, Member

· Roger L. Kemp, Member

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Marc Crayton, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

On the motion of Mr. Grant, seconded by Mr. Kemp, the Board voted unanimously to move out of Executive Session at 2:40 p.m.

On the motion of Mr. Chiusano, seconded by Mr. Margulies, the Board voted unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 2:41 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by,
Iris E. D’Oleo-Edwin, Clerk
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