CITIZEN’S ETHICS ADVISORY BOARD
OF THE OFFICE OF STATE ETHICS
18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106-1660

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF NOVEMBER 17, 2011
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, November 17, 2011, on the 5th Floor, in the State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.

Chairman David Gay called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

1. David Gay, Chairman
1. Charles F. Chiusano, Vice-Chairman
1. Thomas Dooley, Member
1. Herbert A. Grant, Member
1. Roger L. Kemp, Member
1. Dennis J. Riley, Member  (participated via teleconference)
1. Mary Bigelow, Member

The following staff members of the OSE were present:

1. Carol Carson, Executive Director
1. Barbara Housen, General Counsel
1. Thomas Jones, Ethics Enforcement Officer
1. Marc W. Crayton, Assistant Enforcement Officer
1. Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel
1. Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel
1. Mark E. Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer
1. Cynthia Isales, Assistant General Counsel
1. Iris E. D’Oleo-Edwin, Clerk of the Board

The following topics were addressed during the meeting:

1. The minutes of the October 20, 2011 Regular Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.

	On the motion of Mr. Grant, seconded by Mr. Chiusano, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to approve the minutes with Board member Bigelow abstaining.

2.	Chairman Gay addressed the Board regarding the Draft Advisory Opinion No. 2011-4, requested by Commissioner Daniel C. Esty of the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection.  Discussion ensued regarding the Advisory Opinion.
On the motion of Mr. Kemp, seconded by Mr. Chiusano, the Board voted six (6) to one (1) to adopt Advisory Opinion No. 2011-4.  Mr. Riley voted against adopting the Advisory Opinion.

3.	Chairman Gay provided the members of the Board with a written Chairman’s report.  In addition, he addressed the Board regarding the Connecticut State University Faculty Consulting and Research Committee relative to § 1-84 (r) of the Code of Ethics.  Ms. Carson elaborated and updated the Board on the three consulting committees to which the Chairman of the Board is required to appoint a member.  Chairman Gay appointed Mr. Kemp to serve on the Connecticut State University Faculty Consulting and Research Committee.  

4.	Chairman Gay asked to add to the agenda a Petition for Advisory Opinion requested by Paul Pendergast, Interim Director of Athletics at the University of Connecticut.

On the motion of Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Chiusano, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to add to the Agenda the Petition for Advisory Opinion requested by Paul Pendergast.

5.	Assistant General Counsel Brian O’Dowd presented the Petition for Advisory Opinion requested by Paul Pendergast.

On the motion of Mr. Dooley, seconded by Kemp, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to grant the Petition for Advisory Opinion from Mr. Pendergast.

6.	Assistant General Counsel Cynthia Isales presented the Board with an updated Regulations Memorandum.  She summarized the proposals for regulatory changes:  two regarding revolving door provisions, one regarding Board hearings, and one regarding lobbyist registration fees. 

	On the motion of Mr. Grant, seconded by Ms. Bigelow, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to approve the proposals for changes to the regulation of the agency. 

7.	General Counsel Housen presented the Legal Division Report.  

8.	Assistant General Counsel Isales presented two proposals to amend the OSE Ethics Policy for Board members and employees of the OSE, one to include language about the requirement to file an annual Statement of Financial Interests, and the other regarding Ethics training for Board members and OSE staff.

	On the motion of Mr. Grant, seconded by Mr. Chiusano, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to revise the OSE Ethics Policy to include language with respect to the SFI language and Ethics training for Board members and OSE staff.



9.	Executive Director Carson presented the Executive Director’s report. She reported on OSE staffing matters and on the continued Board vacancies.   In addition, she reminded the Board regarding the 2012 UAPA hearing dates.  In response, Mr. Gay volunteered to preside over the January 2012 UAPA hearings, Mr. Riley volunteered for February, Mr. Grant volunteered for March, and Mr. Kemp volunteered for April 2012.

10.	Chairman Gay addressed the Board regarding the annual Executive Director Evaluation, which will be conducted at the December 2011 meeting. 

11.	Chairman Gay provided an opportunity for public comments.  There were no public comments.

12.	Ethics Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  Mr. Jones reported that three confidential probable cause hearings are scheduled for December 20, 21 and 29, 2011.

13.	Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Audit report for Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc.  Discussion ensued.

On the motion of Mr. Dooley, seconded by Mr. Chiusano, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to approve the Advanced Drainage Systems, Inc. audit report. 

14.	On the motion by Ms. Bigelow, seconded by Mr. Chiusano, the Board voted unanimously to move into Closed Session to discuss matters that are confidential pursuant to General Statutes §§ 1-82a and 1-93a

The following individuals attended the Closed Session:

· David Gay, Chairman
· Charles Chiusano, Vice-Chairman
· Mary Bigelow, Member
· Thomas Dooley, Member
· Herbert A. Grant, Member
· Roger L. Kemp, Member
· Dennis Riley, Member  (Participated Via Teleconference)
· Carol Carson, Executive Director
· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer
· Barbara Housen, General Counsel
· Marc Crayton, Assistant Enforcement Officer
· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

On the motion of Mr. Grant, seconded by Mr. Chiusano, the Board voted unanimously to come out of Closed Session.
On the motion of Mr. Grant, seconded by Mr. Chiusano, the Board voted unanimously to approve the Stipulation and Consent Order in Docket No. 2011-23, discussed in Closed Session. 

15.	Mr. Riley reported that the University of Connecticut oversight committee will be meeting on November 29, 2011 on which he serves as the Board’s appointee.

On the motion of Mr. Dooley, seconded by Mr. Kemp, the Board unanimously voted to adjourn the meeting at 2:03 p.m.


Respectfully submitted by,

Iris E. D’Oleo-Edwin, Clerk
Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board 
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