Minutes
Regular Meeting

July 22, 2010
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, July 22, 2010 on the 5th Floor, State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairman Dooley called the meeting to order at 1:04 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman
· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Vice-Chairperson
· Ernest N. Abate, Member 
· David Gay, Member
· Martin Margulies, Member 
· Dennis J. Riley, Member 
The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel
· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel
· Cynthia Isales, Assistant General Counsel
· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer 
· Julia Singer Bansal, Intern

· Adam Burns, Intern

· Ian Harrison, Intern

· Yolanda Perez, Clerk of the Board
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:
1. The minutes of the June 17, 2010 Regular Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.
On the motion by Mr. Margulies, seconded by Mr. Riley the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes of June 17, 2010 as corrected.
2. Chairman Dooley presented the Board with his report.   He indicated that the Board might not be able to hold the meeting scheduled for August 19, 2010 for lack of quorum due to one Board member not being able to attend unless new members are appointed to fill the existing vacancies.
3. Assistant General Counsel O’Dowd presented the Reconsideration of Advisory Opinion No. 2010 - 1:  Application of the Code of Ethics for Public Officials to a Former Employee of the Department of Public Health and to a DPH Advisory Committee.  He indicated that a new response dated July 16, 2010 from Mr. David Potts in regards to Advisory Opinion 2010-1 was received on July 21, 2010.  The July 16, 2010 communication was submitted to the Board for consideration.
Attorney Calum B. Anderson addressed the Board on behalf of Mr. Potts.

Discussion ensued.

On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Bornhorst, the Board voted five (5) to one (1) to reaffirm adoption of Advisory Opinion 2010-1:  Application of the Code of Ethics for Public Officials to a Former Employee of the Department of Public Health and to a DPH Advisory Committee.  Mr. Riley opposed.
4. Assistant General Counsel O’Dowd presented Draft Advisory Opinion No. 2010-4:  Application of General Statutes § 1-84b (b) to a Former Department of Transportation Employee Seeking to Work on a Federally Funded Municipal Project.  He noted that Mr. Timothy Wall, the petitioner for the advisory opinion, was advised of the Board meeting but was not present.
Discussion ensued.
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Margulies, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to approve Draft Advisory Opinion No. 2010-4: Application of General Statutes § 1-84b (b) to a Former Department of Transportation Employee Seeking to Work on a Federally Funded Municipal Project.
5. Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski presented an update regarding the Board’s consideration of extending the Order set forth in Advisory Opinion No. 2008-8.
Catherine Lamarr, General Counsel, Office of the State Treasurer, addressed the Board and provided input in regards to the Order in Advisory Opinion No. 2008-8.
Discussion ensued.
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Abate, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to extend the Order in Advisory Opinion 2008-8 until September 1, 2011.
6. Chairman Dooley provided an opportunity to discuss New Business.  No New Business was raised.
7. General Counsel Housen presented the Legal Division Report.
8. On the motion by Mr. Margulies, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to add a Petition for Advisory Opinion, as proposed by the General Counsel, to the Agenda.
General Counsel Housen presented a Petition for Advisory Opinion addressing the following question:  May a state employee or public official accept payment or reimbursement from a non-restricted donor in order to attend a conference (or the like) that is educational in nature and relevant to the employee’s or official’s state position, without violating General Statutes § 1-84 (c)?
Discussion ensued regarding what groups were considered non-restricted donors.

On the motion by Mr. Margulies, seconded by Mr. Abate, the Board voted five (5) to zero (0) to grant the Petition for the Advisory Opinion.  Mr. Riley abstained.
9. Assistant General Counsel Isales presented an update in regards to the lawsuit of  The Green Party of Connecticut, Libertarian Party of Connecticut, The Association of Connecticut Lobbyists, and numerous defendants including Jeff Garfield, former Executive Director of State Elections Enforcement Commission, the original Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board members, including Mr. Riley, and the former Office of State Ethics’ Executive Director.
10. Executive Director Carson presented the Executive Director’s Report.  She addressed the Memorandum:  Amendment to Jill Hartley Contract. 

On the motion by Mr. Margulies, seconded by Mr. Abate, the Board voted five (5) to zero (0) to approve Amendment to Jill Hartley Contract.  Mr. Riley abstained.
Executive Director Carson reported in regards to the Press Release Policy. 

She also reported that a letter from the governor states that managerial employees will not receive salary increases or compensations in 2009.  Executive Director Carson also discussed a question involving the matter of former Chairman Ken Bernhard and whether a penalty could be, in part or in whole, a donation to charity.
Discussion ensued regarding charitable contributions in the context of paying civil penalties.
Executive Director Carson indicated that she has been communicating with the appointing authorities about filling vacant Board members’ positions and that she has indicated to the appointing authorities the difficulties the Board will face if the vacancies are not filled.  She reported that the biennial ethics conference is in the planning stages and is scheduled for Friday, October 1, 2010.  She reported that the OSE has a new student intern from the Urban League, Jasmine Bryant and that she will be working through September.
11. Chairman Dooley provided an opportunity for public comments. 
Carter Kneeland, Connecticut Lobbyists Association, addressed the Board in regards to the Press Release Policy Memorandum. Executive Director Carson provided her with a copy of the memorandum.

12. Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  He also reported that the Office of State Ethics recently intervened in a Freedom of Information Commission matter involving Priscilla Dickman and UCONN Health Center relating to documents relevant to Priscilla Dickman.

Discussion ensued in regards to the Michael K. Sanders matter and whether the civil penalty assessed was paid.

On the motion by Mr. Margulies, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to move into executive session to discuss matters pertaining to strategy and negotiations with respect to pending claims, pursuant to General Statutes Section 1-210 (b) (4).

The Board moved into executive session at 2:41 p.m.
The following individuals attended the executive session:
· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman

· Ernest Abate, Member

· Martin Margulies, Member

· Dennis J. Riley, Member 

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

The Board reconvened in public session at 3:00 p.m.

On the motion by Mr. Margulies, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to adjourn the meeting at 3:01 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted by,
Yolanda Perez, Clerk
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