
Minutes
Regular Meeting

May 20, 2010
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, May 20, 2010 on the 5th Floor, State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairman Dooley called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman
· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Vice-Chairperson
· Ernest N. Abate, Member (participated via teleconference—then joined the meeting in person at 1:22 p.m.)
· David Gay, Member
· Martin Margulies, Member 
· Dennis J. Riley, Member 
· Shawn T. Wooden, Member 
The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel
· Cynthia Isales, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel 
· Meredith Trimble, Director of Education
· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer 
· Yolanda Perez, Clerk of the Board
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:
1. The meeting minutes of April 27, 2010 Special Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.
On the motion by Mr. Margulies, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Bornhorst the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes of April 27, 2010 with corrections.
2. At 1:04 p.m., Chairman Dooley convened a public hearing in the matter of Reconsideration of Advisory Opinion No. 2010-1.  He opened the floor for comments from anyone who wished to address the Board.
Attorney Calum B. Anderson, Counsel for David Potts, presented exhibits and argument.
General Counsel Housen administered the oath to Mr. David Potts who presented testimony.

Stacy Owens, Staff Attorney and Ethics Liaison, Department of Public Health (DPH) addressed the Board.
General Counsel Housen administered the oath to Mr. Robert Scully, Supervising Sanitary Engineer, DPH, who presented testimony.  
Attorney Anderson indicated that he would file a brief in this matter.
Chairman Dooley adjourned the public hearing.
3. Chairman Dooley presented the Board with his report. 
Chairman Dooley reminded the Board of its duty to appoint a Board Member to the State Colleges Faculty Consulting Oversight Committee, pursuant to Public Act 07-166.

On the motion by Chairman Dooley, seconded by Mr. Wooden, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to table the appointment of a representative to the State Colleges Faculty Consulting Oversight Committee, pursuant to Public Act 07-166.  

4. Chairman Dooley provided opportunity for New Business. No Board member raised new business.
5. Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski presented the Legislative Report.  He reported that the legislative session ended on May 5, 2010 and that the General Assembly did not act on OSE’s Legislative Proposals.  He reported that OSE’s Legislative Proposals were compacted into Bill 5403, and it contained various provisions, principally major fixes to the governance of the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board.   He indicated that these provisions included the staggering of terms, allowing justices of the peace and notary publics to serve on the Board and permitting members to continue serving past the end of their term for purposes of adjudicating at board hearings.   Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski reported on a bill that passed both houses relating to the Ethics Code.  Proposed by UCONN, the bill would allow state university students who are also state employees to receive gifts in limited circumstances, such as when an outside employee pays for travel and meals in connection with a job interview.  He reported that the Board would be responsible for reviewing state universities’ internal codes of ethics.  Also, Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski reported that the OSE will attempt to advance selected legislative proposals during any call-back session.
6. General Counsel Housen presented the Legal Division Report.
Discussion ensued regarding matters in the report.
7. General Counsel Housen presented the Consideration of Petition for Advisory Opinion from Timothy Wall.  She reported that in keeping with the Regulations, all similar requests would be placed on the Board’s agenda from here forward.
Assistant General Counsel O’Dowd summarized the request for the Advisory Opinion from Timothy Wall.  He indicated that the Legal Division recommends that the Board grant the request for an Advisory Opinion.  
On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Mr. Wooden, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to grant the Petition for an Advisory Opinion from Timothy Wall.

8. Education Director Trimble presented the Education Report.  She reported that the OSE conducted two educational events, one was training for Department of Labor personnel, and the other was a post-session wrap-up training for lobbyists. She informed the Board that the OSE has received training requests from agencies that have not previously requested or received training.  In terms of liaisons, she indicated that the OSE continues to increase dialogue and outreach and that recently liaisons at agencies with 100% compliance with SFI filers were recognized.
9. Chairman Dooley provided an opportunity for public comments.  There were no public comments.
10. On the motion by Vice-Chairperson Bornhorst, seconded by Mr. Margulies, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to move into closed session to discuss the status of matters that are confidential pursuant to General Statutes §§ 1-82a and 1-93a.
 The Board moved into closed session at 2:14 p.m.

 The following individuals attended the closed session:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman

· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Vice-Chairperson

· Ernest N. Abate, Member 

· David Gay, Member

· Martin Margulies, Member

· Dennis J. Riley, Member 

· Shawn T. Wooden, Member 

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

On the motion by Mr. Wooden, seconded by Mr. Margulies, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to move to public session at 2:16 p.m.
The Board moved into executive session at 2:20 p.m.
On the motion by Mr. Gay, seconded by Mr. Margulies, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to move into executive session to discuss matters pertaining to strategy and negotiations with respect to pending claims, pursuant to General Statutes Section 1-210(b)(4).

(Mr. Abate left the meeting.)

The following individuals attended the executive session:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman

· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Vice-Chairperson

· David Gay, Member

· Martin Margulies, Member

· Dennis J. Riley, Member 

· Shawn T. Wooden, Member 

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

On the motion by Mr. Margulies, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted six (6) to zero   (0) to move to public session at 2:28 p.m.

11. Chairman Dooley advised the Board of Mr. Wooden’s resignation.

12. Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  He presented the following audit conducted by the Enforcement Division: 

(1) BSC Companies, Inc.

On the motion by Mr. Gay, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to accept and approve the audit as presented.  

13. Executive Director Carson presented the Executive Director’s Report.  She reported that a budget update report was included in the meeting package.  She stated that the regulation proposal that would increase the lobbyist registration fee is scheduled for the Regulations Review Committee meeting of May 25.  She then informed the Board of possible proposed changes to the lobbyist badge currently being considered by the OSE.  Executive Director Carson noted that the OSE is working on Records Retention Management in an effort to dispose of very old records. She reported that 95% of Statement of Financial Interests (SFI) filers filed their forms on time this year due to the team work of the OSE staff involved.  Executive Director Carson also reported that recognition certificates were awarded to the liaisons whose agencies had 100% compliance in filing their SFIs.
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Margulies, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to adjourn the meeting at 2:48 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted by,
Yolanda Perez, Clerk
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