Minutes
Special Meeting

April 27, 2010
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Special Meeting on Tuesday, April 27, 2010 on the 5th Floor, State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairman Dooley called the meeting to order at 1:07 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman
· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Vice-Chairperson
· Ernest N. Abate, Member

· David Gay, Member
· Martin Margulies, Member (joined the meeting at 1:14 p.m.)
· Dennis J. Riley, Member 
· Shawn T. Wooden, Member 
The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel

· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer 
· D’Oleo-Edwin, Iris, Paralegal II

· Yolanda Perez, Clerk of the Board
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:
1. The meeting minutes of March 22, 2010 Special Meeting and March 25, 2010 Regular Meeting were presented to the Board for approval:
On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes of March 22, 2010.  
On the motion by Vice-Chairperson Bornhorst, seconded by Mr. Abate, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes of March 25, 2010.  
2. Chairman Dooley presented the Board with his report. He indicated to the Board Members that the Statements of Financial Interests (SFI) forms are due on May 1.
Chairman Dooley reminded theBoard of its duty to appoint a Board Member to the State Colleges Faculty Consulting Oversight Committee, Pursuant to Public Act 07-166.
On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to table, until the May regular meeting, the Appointment of a Board Member to State Colleges Faculty Consulting Oversight Committee, pursuant to Public Act 07-166.
(Mr. Margulies joined the meeting at 1:14 p.m.)
3. General Counsel Housen administered the oath of office to new Board Member Martin Margulies.
4. Executive Director Carson presented the Legislative Report.  She reported that the OSE is following six bills including Raised Bill No. 289, a bill that requires submission and posting of SFIs online.  Executive Director Carson also reported on a bill proposed by UCONN that exempts state employees whose employment derives from their status as students in one of the public colleges from all of the restrictions of the Code.
5. General Counsel Housen presented the Legal Division Report.  She reported that the OSE’s Legal Division staff will handle the appeals in the Priscilla Dickman matter. 
Discussion ensued regarding a pending FOI complaint filed by Ms. Dickman.
6. Executive Director Carson presented the Executive Director’s Report.  She reported that during Fiscal Year (FY) 2009, OSE’s budget expenditure estimates were approximately $2 million.  She indicated that FY 2010 estimated expenditures are approximately $1.8 million, a reduction of 10%; and that the original FY 2011 appropriation request was for $1.96 million, which was increased to $2 million because of the addition of a request for a legislative liaison position.  She reported that the Appropriations Committee rejected the position and proposed an additional cut of $54,000 for a total cut to the OSE budget of $136,000. which will bring the budget down to $1.9 million.  If the budget is adopted, it will result in a 4% increase, which will be used primarily to support employee salary increases as negotiated by different bargaining units.   
Chairman Dooley asked Director Carson to provide the Board with an update on the OSE budget during the next meeting.
Executive Director Carson reported on the status of the SFI filings.  She reported that Ms.Trimble is at the concourse of the Legislative Office Building providing assistance with the filing of the SFIs.  Executive Director Carson reported, on behalf of Ms. Trimble, that the OSE is averaging two educational programs per week and that Ms. Trimble made a roundtable presentation on Necessary Expenses. 

Director Carson stated that she was appointed to the City of Hartford’s Civilian Police Review Board, a board that investigates and makes recommendations to the police chief regarding allegations of misconduct of police officers.

7. Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  He indicated that he had previously provided the Board with the information regarding two settlements.
Discussion ensued regarding the Michael Sanders matter.

He presented the following audit conducted by the Enforcement Division: 
(1) American Civil Liberties Union of Connecticut

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to accept and approve the audits as presented.  Mr. Margulies abstained. 
The Board voted (7) to zero (0) to accept Vice-Chairperson Bornhorst as the hearing officer for the July hearings.
Chairman Dooley introduced Attorney Jill Hartley, who had previously been appointed Special Enforcement Officer in Docket No. 2010-23.  He also provided an opportunity for public comments.  There were no public comments.

8. On the motion by Mr. Wooden, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to move into closed session to discuss the status of matters that are confidential pursuant to General Statutes §§ 1-82a and 1-93a.
The Board moved into closed session at 2:03 p.m.

The following individuals attended the closed session:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman

· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Vice-Chairperson
· Ernest N. Abate, Member 

· David Gay, Member

· Martin Margulies, Member

· Dennis J. Riley, Member 

· Shawn T. Wooden, Member 
· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Asst. Enforcement Officer

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel

· Mark Wasielewski, Asst. Enforcement Officer
· Jill Hartley, Special Enforcement Officer

At approximately 2:15 p.m., Enforcement Officer Jones and Assistant Enforcement Officers Isales and Wasielewski departed the meeting.

The Board moved out of closed session at 3:03 p.m. and moved to executive session.
On the motion by Vice-Chairperson Bornhorst, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board moved into executive session to discuss matters pertaining to strategy and negotiations with respect to pending claims, pursuant to General Statutes Section 1-210(b)(4).

The following individuals attended the executive session:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman

· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Vice-Chairperson
· Ernest N. Abate, Member 
· David Gay, Member

· Martin Margulies, Member

· Dennis J. Riley, Member 

· Shawn T. Wooden, Member 

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer
The Board reconvened into public session at 3:06 at p.m.
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Bornhorst, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted by,
Yolanda Perez, Clerk

Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board 
Date approved
(By the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board 
of the Office of State Ethics)
PAGE  
- 2 -

