
Minutes
March 25, 2010
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, March 25, 2010 on the fifth Floor, State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Vice-Chairman Dooley called the meeting to order at 1:10 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Vice-Chairman
· Ernest N. Abate, Member (participated via teleconference)
· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Member

· David Gay, Member
· Dennis J. Riley, Member 
· Shawn T. Wooden, Member 
The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Patrick Lamb, Assistant General Counsel

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel

· Meredith Trimble, Education Director
· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer 
· Yolanda Perez, Clerk of the Board
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:
1. The following regular meeting minutes were presented to the Board for approval:
(1) February 25, 2010 Regular Meeting
(2) March 3, 2010 Special Meeting
(3) March 15, 2010 Special Meeting

On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes of February 25, 2010, March 3, 2010, and March 15, 2010.
2. The following minutes of the Subcommittee were presented for approval:

(1) March 10, 2010

(2) March 11, 2010
On the motion by Mr. Gay, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Subcommittee voted three (3) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes of March 10 and March 11, 2010.
3. Vice-Chairman Dooley presented the Board with his report.  He noted that at the February 25, 2010 meeting, the Board recommended a salary increase for Executive Director Carson, and that the recommendation letter was sent to the Governor’s office for approval.  Vice-Chairman Dooley indicated there are presently three vacancies on the Board, and that in light of recent events involving the former Chairman of the Board, the orientation program for new Board members prepared by Executive Director Carson will emphasize the ethical guidelines for new Board members.
4. Vice-Chairman Dooley discussed the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board Organization, Policy No. 1. 
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted five (5) to zero (0) to appoint Vice-Chairman Dooley to serve as Chairman of the Board.  Mr. Dooley abstained.

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Abate, the Board voted five (5) to zero to appoint Ms. Bornhorst as Vice-Chairperson of the Board.  Ms. Bornhorst abstained.

5. Mr. Abate presented Draft Board Policy No. 3 - Political Activities of Board Members.  He indicated that Policy No. 3 applies to Board members and restricts involvement of Board members in any political campaigns.
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to accept and approve Board Policy No. 3 – Political Activities of Board Members.
6. Assistant General Counsel Lamb presented the Draft Advisory Opinion “Application of the Code of Ethics for Public Officials to Various Boards and Committees Affiliated with the Board of Education and Services for the Blind.” 
Discussion ensued regarding the opinion.

Mr. Andrew Norton, Attorney and Legislative Liaison, Board of Education and Services for the Blind, addressed the Board.

On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to accept and approve the Draft Advisory Opinion “Application of the Code of Ethics for Public Officials to Various Boards and Committees Affiliated with the Board of Education and Services for the Blind.”
7. Assistant General Counsel O’Dowd presented the Draft Advisory Opinion “Complimentary Tickets to an Inaugural Ball Offered to Public Officials by the Event’s Sponsor.” 

Mr. Gay explained the preparation for, and process of, an Inaugural Ball.  Discussion ensued.

The Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to accept and approve the Draft Advisory Opinion “Complimentary Tickets to an Inaugural Ball Offered to Public Officials by the Event’s Sponsor.”
8. Assistant General Counsel O’Dowd presented Mr. David A. Potts' Request for Reconsideration of Advisory Opinion 2010-1.
Attorney Calum B. Anderson addressed the Board as Mr. David Potts’ Representative in the request for reconsideration.  Mr. David Potts was also present.
Discussion ensued regarding Mr. Potts’ substantive arguments and reconsideration of the advisory opinion.
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Wooden, the Board voted four (4) to two (2), to grant Mr. David Potts’ Request for Reconsideration of Advisory Opinion 2010-1.  Ms. Bornhorst and Mr. Abate voted in opposition.
9. Chairman Dooley provided an opportunity for New Business.  There was no new business added to the agenda.
10. Executive Director Carson presented the Legislative Update report.  She reported that the deadline for bills to come out of the Government Administrations and Elections (GAE) committee is Friday, March 26, 2010 and that the OSE is currently tracking seven bills.  She indicated that the bills proposed by the OSE have been combined and that all of the OSE proposals have been approved by the GAE committee.  She also indicated that the GAE committee plans to have a meeting to review the grassroots lobbying proposal. Director Carson mentioned other bills including one that will prohibit board and staff from any political activity, an act requiring online submission of the SFIs, and an act proposed by UCONN that will exempt all student employees from the Code of Ethics.

11. Assistant General Counsel O’Dowd presented the Legal Division Report.
Discussion ensued regarding the report. 

12. Meredith Trimble, Director of Education, presented the Board with the education report. She reported on the positive media coverage that includes the last three OSE press releases, and of the additional media clips that were handed out.  She received a phone call from WTIC, which was interested in the agenda.  She stated that training has picked up and that OSE will have trained 400 people in person to date this year.  She indicated that the OSE provided the staff at the Board of Education and Services for the Blind (BESB) with training.  She indicated that on April 6th the OSE will conduct training for lobbyists, on April 8th, she will be speaking at a conference for state HR employees, and on April 9th and April 27th, the OSE staff will be in the LOB concourse to provide assistance and training.  She also indicated that on April 15 the OSE would conduct a roundtable on the necessary expenses report form. Ms. Trimble reported that the OSE has created a new seasonal publication to keep interested parties informed of the agency’s activities.
13. Executive Director Carson presented her oral report.  Regarding the appointment of Board members, she indicated that she has been in contact with the appointing authorities and has forwarded to them a copy of the relevant qualifications and restrictions.  She indicated that Representative Merrill is reviewing an applicant and she has also been in contact with Representative Cafero and Representative McKinney.  She stated that the current deficit mitigation proposal from the Governor’s office will decrease OSE’s budget by $11,000.  In terms of the litigation involving the Priscilla Dickman matter, she stated that there are four matters pending, two that the Attorney General’s Office is handling and the other two that the OSE Legal Division is handling.
Executive Director Carson indicated that the contract to hire Attorney Jill Hartley as Special Enforcement Officer, as previously approved by the Board,  was forwarded to the Attorney General’s office for approval.
14. Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.

He reported that in addition to Ms. Dickman, Mr. Sanders also refused to pay the civil penalty imposed by the Board, and that the matter was referred to the Attorney General’s Office.

He presented the following four audits conducted by the Enforcement Division:
1. Centerplate, Inc.
2. HSBC- GR Corp.

3. Mashantucket Foxwoods

4. New Opportunities
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Bornhorst, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to accept and approve the audits as presented. 

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Ms. Vice-Chairperson Bornhorst, the Board voted five (5) to zero (0) to accept and approve Mr. Gay as the hearing officer for June hearings.  Mr. Gay abstained.

15. Chairman Dooley provided an opportunity for public comment.  There were no comments from the public.

16. On the motion by Vice-Chairperson Bornhorst, seconded by Mr. Wooden, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to move into closed session to discuss the status of matters that are confidential pursuant to General Statutes §§ 1-82a and 1-93a.
The Board moved into closed session at 2:22 p.m.

The following individuals attended the closed session:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman

· Ernest N. Abate, Member (participated via teleconference)
· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Vice-Chairperson
· David Gay, Member

· Dennis J. Riley, Member 

· Shawn T. Wooden, Member 
· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Cynthia Isales, Asst. Enforcement Officer

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel

· Mark Wasielewski, Asst. Enforcement Officer

   The Board moved out of closed session at 2:27 p.m.

17. On the motion by Mr. Wooden, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board moved into executive session at 2:28 p.m. to discuss matters pertaining to strategy and negotiations with respect to pending claims, pursuant to General Statutes section 1-210(b)(4).

The following individuals attended the executive session:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman

· Ernest N. Abate, Member (participated via teleconference)
· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Vice-Chairperson
· David Gay, Member

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel

· Dennis J. Riley, Member 

· Shawn T. Wooden, Member 

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer
The Board reconvened into public session at 2:31 p.m.

18. On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Wooden, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted by,
Yolanda Perez, Clerk

Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board 
__________________
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