

Minutes
Regular Meeting

December 16, 2010
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, December 16, 2010 on the 5th Floor, State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Vice Chairperson Bornhorst called the meeting to order at 1:17 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Vice-Chairperson
· Ernest N. Abate, Member (participated via teleconference)
· David Gay, Member
· Herbert A. Grant, Member
· Dennis J. Riley, Member (participated via teleconference)
· Charles F. Chiusano, Member
The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director
· Barbara Housen, General Counsel
· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Marc W. Crayton, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant General Counsel

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel
· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer
· Yolanda Perez, Clerk of the Board
General Counsel Housen administered the oath of office to Board Member Herbert A. Grant.

The following topics were addressed during the meeting:
1. The minutes of the November 18, 2010 Regular Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.
On the motion by Mr. Gay, seconded by Mr. Chiusano, the Board voted five (5) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes.  Mr. Grant abstained.
2. General Counsel Housen presented a Petition for Advisory Opinion which involves a referral fee being paid to a communicator lobbyist.
3. On the motion by Mr. Chiusano, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted six (6) to zero to grant the Petition involving a referral fee being paid to a communicator lobbyist.
4. Assistant General Counsel O’Dowd presented Draft Advisory Opinion No. 2010-8:  “Application of Code to Communicator Lobbyists Referral Fees.”  He indicated that the petition for an advisory opinion involves a scenario recently presented by a communicator lobbyist to the Legal Division.  He indicated that the communicator lobbyist asked whether the Code permits the payment and/or acceptance of the referral fee, and if so, whether the transaction must be documented on a lobbyist financial report.
Discussion ensued.
On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Mr. Chiusano, the Board voted five (5) to one (1) to approve Draft Advisory Opinion No. 2010-8:  “Application of Code to Communicator Lobbyists Referral Fees.”  Mr. Riley opposed.
5. General Counsel Housen presented the Petition for Declaratory Ruling from Mr. Michael Farina asking whether he may employ a state legislator in a political and non-profit consulting firm that he wishes to create in the future without creating an ethical violation for the legislator.
On the motion by Mr. Chiusano, seconded by Mr. Grant, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to issue a draft declaratory ruling addressing the question asked by Mr. Farina for the Board’s consideration at a subsequent meeting.
6. General Counsel Housen presented the Petition for Advisory Opinion from Dr. Valencia Bagby-Young.  She indicated that Ms. Bagby-Young is seeking an opinion regarding her completing a post doctoral license.
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to issue a draft advisory opinion for the Board’s consideration at a subsequent meeting.

7. Vice Chairperson Bornhorst provided an opportunity for discussion of any new business.  There was no new business.
8. General Counsel Housen presented the Legal Division Report.

Discussion ensued regarding the report.

9. Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski presented a report on proposed regulations.  He reported that there are 3 regulatory proposed amendments to the Office of State Ethics regulations being presented for consideration with the objective of enhancing existing provisions.  He summarized the following proposals:  Proposal #1 – Sec. 1-92-46a. Registrant must disclose persons contributing two thousand dollars or more; Proposal #2 – Gifts to the state; and Proposal #3 – Sec. 1-92-52. Distinguishing badge.
Discussion ensued.
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Gay the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to approve amendments to regulations with suggested corrections to Proposal #1 to be reviewed by Mr. Abate.
10. Executive Director Carson presented the Executive Director’s Report.  She reported that, with the appointment of Mr. Grant by Representative Cafero, there are now five democrats serving on the Board.  She indicated that Senator Looney was poised to make an appointment but is now looking for a non-democrat to appoint. 

Executive Director Carson provided an update on the OSE education program which since the last Board meeting included two trainings for newly-elected general assembly members and a series of trainings for departing officials, which was organized by DAS and involves multiple agencies.  

She reported to the Board on the COGEL conference at which she was awarded the 2010 Outstanding Service Award.  The Board recommended that a press release be issued regarding the award.
11. Vice Chairperson Bornhorst provided an opportunity for public comments.   There were no public comments.
Due to an excessively loud malfunctioning alarm system resulting in an inability to further conduct business, the meeting was adjourned.  All unfinished matters on the agenda were postponed to the January meeting. 
On the motion by Mr. Gay, seconded Mr. Chiusano, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to adjourn the meeting at 2:04 p.m.
Respectfully submitted by,
Yolanda Perez, Clerk
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