Minutes
Regular Meeting

October 21, 2010
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, October 21, 2010 on the 5th Floor, State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairman Dooley called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman
· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Vice-Chairperson
· Ernest N. Abate, Member (participated via teleconference)
· David Gay, Member
· Martin Margulies, Member 
· Dennis J. Riley, Member 
· Charles F. Chiusano, Member
The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel
· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel
· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer 
· Yolanda Perez, Clerk of the Board
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:
1. The minutes of the September 23, 2010 Regular Meeting were presented to the Board for approval.
On the motion by Mr. Gay, seconded by Mr. Margulies, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes.  
2. Chairman Dooley presented the Board with the Chairman’s report.
3. Assistant General Counsel O’Dowd presented Draft Advisory Opinion No. 2010-6:  “Further Application of the Code of Ethics for Public Officials to Members of The Children’s Trust Fund Council.” 
Discussion ensued.
On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to approve Draft Advisory Opinion No. 2010-6:  “Further Application of the Code of Ethics for Public Officials to Members of The Children’s Trust Fund Council.” 

4. Chairman Dooley provided an opportunity for discussion of any new business.  There was no new business added to the agenda.
5. General Counsel Housen presented the Legal Division Report.
Discussion ensued.
6. Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski presented the 2011 recommended Legislative Session Proposals divided into four groupings:  Governance, Jurisdictional, Statutory and Technical Proposals.
He addressed two new proposals under the Governance Proposals:  Amendment #4, which deals with political activities of the Board and staff of the OSE - (subsection (i) of section I-80 of the general statutes).  He addressed Amendment #5, which stems from discussion the Board had at its September meeting regarding restrictions imposed on this Board - (subsection (l) of section I-80 of the general statutes).  He indicated that the staff reviewed the voting requirement in various circumstances and a recommendation was made by the Legal Division to keep the present voting structure.  

Discussion ensued regarding the voting structure and the rationale for legislation that adds a time limit of 120 days for Board members’ service when a Board member is involved in adjudicating at a Board hearing after the member’s term of service.
Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski also addressed a new proposal under the Jurisdictional Proposals - Amendment #7, which stems from a Secretary of the State bill introduced during the 2010 legislative session dealing with Public Utilities Control Authority commissioners being required to file their statements of financial interests with the OSE instead of the Office of the Secretary of the State.  
Discussion ensued regarding Amendment #6 under the Jurisdictional Proposals concerning the State Property Review Board.

Amendment #4 under the Statutory Proposals regarding lobbyist reporting of gifts to state employees was addressed by Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski.

Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski addressed a new proposal under Technical Proposals - Amendment #4, which makes a technical change to the Code of Ethics by modifying the definition of client lobbyist.
Discussion ensued regarding the filing of SFIs by bipartisan staff of the legislature.  Enforcement Officer Jones will provide a list of the voluntary filers to the Board.
Mr. Dooley recommended that input from Board Members should be provided during the legislative sessions.

On the motion by Mr. Margulies, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to approve the Proposals with recommended changes.

7. With respect to the item on Board Policies – Review and Consideration, it was determined by the Board that General Counsel Housen will work with Mr. Abate and provide a revised draft Policy No. 2 for the Board’s consideration. 
Discussion ensued.  Input was offered by the Board members.
8. Executive Director Carson presented the Executive Director’s Report.  She reported that Ethics Day was a success and that she has received numerous follow-up questions and comments.   Executive Director Carson reported that three education training sessions were conducted since the last meeting and three more training sessions are scheduled.  She indicated that a press release relative to the audit conducted on the Marshals’ annual financial statements was released and covered by media.  In regards to the appointment of new Board members, she reported that there are two vacancies pending and that she is awaiting news from the appointing authorities.
9. Chairman Dooley provided an opportunity for public comments.   There were no public comments.
10. Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.
He presented the following four audits conducted by the Enforcement Division:

1. American Heart Association
2. Bayer Healthcare LLC
3. Bristol Hospital and Healthcare Group, Inc.

4. The Travelers Companies, Inc. and Subsidiaries

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Margulies, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept and approve the above four audits as presented.
11. On the motion by Mr. Gay, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to move into Closed Session to discuss status of matters that are confidential pursuant to General Statutes §§ 1-82a and 1-93a.
The Board moved into closed session at 2:17 p.m.
The following individuals attended the Closed Session:
· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman

· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Vice-Chairperson

· Ernest N. Abate, Member (participated via teleconference)
· Charles F. Chiusano, Member

· David Gay, Member

· Martin Margulies, Member

· Dennis J. Riley, Member 

· Carol Carson, Executive Director
· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer
· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

12. On the motion by Mr. Chiusano, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Bornhorst, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to return to public session at 2:25 p.m.
13. On the motion by Mr. Margulies, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to move into Executive Session to discuss matters pertaining to strategy and negotiations with respect to docket # FIC 2009-572, pursuant to General Statutes § 1-210 (b) (4) 
The Board moved into Executive Session at 2:25 p.m.
The following individuals attended the Executive Session:
· Thomas H. Dooley, Chairman

· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Vice-Chairperson

· Ernest N. Abate, Member (participated via teleconference)

· Charles F. Chiusano, Member

· David Gay, Member

· Martin Margulies, Member

· Dennis J. Riley, Member 

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

The Board reconvened in public session at 2:39 p.m.

14. On the motion by Vice-Chairperson Bornhorst, seconded by Mr. Margulies, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to approve the recommendation of Executive Director Carson that the Board vote to appeal the Freedom of Information Commission’s decision in the matter of FIC 2009-572.
15. On the motion by Mr. Gay, seconded by Mr. Margulies, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to adjourn the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted by,
Yolanda Perez, Clerk
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