
Minutes
January 28, 2010
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, January 28, 2009 on the 5th Floor, State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
In the absence of Chairman Bernhard, Vice-Chairman Dooley presided.

Vice-Chairman Dooley called the meeting to order at 1:25 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Vice-Chairman
· Ernest N. Abate, Member (participated via teleconference)
· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Member

· David Gay, Member
· Dennis Riley, Member 
· Winthrop S. Smith, Jr., Member (participated via teleconference)
· Shawn T. Wooden, Member (participated via teleconference at 1:30 p.m.)
The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Patrick Lamb, Assistant General Counsel

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel
· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel

· Sean Sullivan, Intern, Education & Communications
· Amy Schwarzkopf, Legal Investigator

· Meredith Trimble, Education Director
· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer 
· Iris D’Oleo-Edwin, Paralegal II

· Yolanda Perez, Clerk of the Board
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:

1. The minutes of the December 17, 2009 regular meeting were presented to the Board for   approval.
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Board voted six (6) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes.  Mr. Wooden had not yet joined the meeting.
2. The Hearing Officer’s report in the Matter of Michael K. Sanders, Docket No. 2009-7 UP, was discussed.

(Mr. Wooden joined the meeting via teleconference.)
Michael K. Sanders addressed the Board regarding Docket No. 2009-7 UP.
On the motion by Ms. Bornhorst, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept and approve the Hearing Officer’s Report as presented in the Matter of Michael K. Sanders, Docket No. 2009-7 UP, with the recommendation of a civil penalty in the amount of $690.00.
3. Vice-Chairman Dooley announced that public comments concerning the Proposed Amendments to Regulations to Increase Lobbyist Registration Fees would now be entertained.
There were no comments.

Assistant General Counsel Lamb presented the report on Public Comments Concerning Proposed Amendments to Regulations to Increase Lobbyist Registration Fees.
Discussion ensued regarding the Proposed Amendments to Regulations to Increase Lobbyist Registration Fees.
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Board voted six (6) to one (1) to reaffirm the Board’s previous vote of October 22, 2009 to accept and approve the proposed regulatory increase to lobbyist registration fees which increases the biennial fee to $250 and the one year fee to $125.  Mr. Smith opposed.
4. Assistant General Counsel O’Dowd presented the Draft Advisory Opinion “Application of the Code of Ethics for Public Officials to a Former Employee of the Department of Public Health and to a DPH Advisory Committee.”  
Discussion ensued regarding the Draft Advisory Opinion.

On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Mr. Wooden, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept and approve the Draft Advisory Opinion “Application of the Code of Ethics for Public Officials to a Former Employee of the Department of Public Health and to a DPH Advisory Committee.”   

5. Vice-Chairman Dooley tabled item # 6 on the agenda, Overview of Connecticut Freedom of Information Act, to the next regular Board meeting in February.
6. Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski presented the Legislative Report.  He reported that a revised draft proposal concerning “grass roots lobbying” was forwarded to the Office of the Attorney General for comments and general feedback.  He also reported that a preliminary reply had been received from the Attorney General’s office.  He is hopeful that the OSE will receive an official sign-off from the Attorney General shortly.
Discussion ensued concerning “grass roots lobbying.”
7. General Counsel Housen presented the Board with the Legal Division Report.  
8. Meredith Trimble, Director of Education, presented the Board with the 2009 Education/Communications Summary.  She introduced Sean Sullivan, Student Intern.  
9. Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  He introduced Amy Schwarzkopf, Legal Investigator, hired by the OSE.
Enforcement Officer Jones addressed the Board on the following three audits conducted by the Enforcement Division:
1. Citizen’s Campaign for the Environment, Inc.

2. Connecticut Detox Providers

3. Rushford Center Inc.

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept and approve the three (3) above-listed enforcement audits as presented.

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Board voted five (5) to zero (0) to accept and approve Vice-Chairman Dooley as the hearing officer for March and Mr. Gay as the hearing officer for April.  Mr. Dooley and Mr. Gay abstained.
10. Vice-Chairman Dooley then provided an opportunity for public comment.  There were no comments.
On the motion by Ms. Bornhorst, seconded by Mr. Gay, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to move into closed session to discuss the status of matters that are confidential pursuant to General Statutes §§ 1-82a and 1-93a.

The Board moved into closed session at 1:25 p.m.

The following individuals attended the closed session:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Vice-Chairman
· Ernest N. Abate, Member (participated via teleconference)

· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Member

· David Gay, Member

· Dennis J. Riley, Member 

· Winthrop S. Smith, Jr., Member (participated via teleconference)

· Shawn T. Wooden, Member (participated via teleconference)

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Asst. Enforcement Officer

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Mark Wasielewski, Asst. Enforcement Officer

The Board reconvened in public session at approximately 1:35 p.m.

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Vice-Chairman Dooley, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to move into executive session pursuant to General Statutes § 1-200 (6) (A).  

The Board moved into executive session at approximately 1:36 p.m.
The following individuals attended the executive session:

· Thomas H. Dooley, Vice-Chairman
· Ernest N. Abate, Member (participated via teleconference)
· Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Member

· David Gay, Member

· Dennis J. Riley, Member
· Winthrop S. Smith, Jr., Member (participated via teleconference)

· Shawn T. Wooden, Member (participated via teleconference) 


Mr. Smith and Mr. Wooden left the meeting.

The Board reconvened in public session at 2:48 p.m.

There being no quorum, the Board adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Yolanda Perez, Clerk

Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board 
__________________
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