Corrected Minutes
July 23, 2009
(Revised 9/15/09)
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, July 23, 2009 on the 5th Floor, State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairperson Robert Worgaftik called the meeting to order at 1:04 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Robert Worgaftik, Chairman
· Sister Sally J. Tolles, Vice Chairperson (participated via teleconference)
· Ernest Abate, Member 
· Kenneth Bernhard, Member
· Kathleen Bornhorst, Member

· Thomas H. Dooley, Member
· Rebecca Doty, Member

· Dennis Riley, Member

· Shawn Wooden, Member

The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Iris D’Oleo-Edwin, Paralegal II

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Patrick Lamb, Assistant General Counsel

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel
· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel

· Meredith Trimble, Education Director 
· John Haugabook, Intern

· Marissa Goldberg, Intern

· Markesha Turner, Intern

· AshleeViemeister, Intern
· Yolanda Perez, Clerk of the Board
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:

1. The minutes of the June 18, 2009 regular meeting were presented to the Board for approval.  



On the motion by Ms. Bornhorst, seconded by Mr. Dooley, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes as presented.  Mr. Wooden abstained.
The minutes of the July 1, 2009 special teleconference meeting were presented to the Board for approval.

On the motion by Ms. Bornhorst, seconded by Mr. Bernhard, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes as presented.  Mr. Wooden and Sister Tolles abstained.
2.
A lottery selection of 40 client lobbyist registrants for audit was conducted by Chairperson 
Worgaftik.  (Please see attached “Audit List of Client Lobbyists Selected in Drawing of 
Thursday, July 23, 2009.”)  The audits will be conducted in order of selection.
3. Assistant General Counsel Lamb presented the Draft Advisory Opinion, “Application of General Statutes § 1-84 (p) to Routine Exchanges Between Supervisors and Subordinates in State Service.”


The Board discussed the Draft Advisory Opinion.

Attorney Alice Sexton from the Department of Transportation addressed the Board in 
opposition to the opinion.


The Draft Advisory Opinion was further discussed by the Board members.  

On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Mr. Bernhard, the Board voted six (6) to  
three (3) to accept and approve the Draft Advisory Opinion “Application of General 
Statutes § 1-84 (p) to Routine Exchanges Between Supervisors and Subordinates in 
State Service.”  Sister Tolles, Ms. Doty and Mr. Riley voted against the opinion.
4. General Counsel Housen presented the Board with the Legal Division Report.  She introduced John Haugabook, an intern from Weaver High School, and mentioned that Daria Howard, an intern from Capitol Community College, is also interning at the OSE.

Discussion took place regarding the report.
5. Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski addressed the Board in connection with recently promulgated Regulations Regarding Sales Representatives and Vendors.
6. Meredith Trimble, Director of Education, presented her oral report to the Board.  She indicated that the media list used to disseminate OSE information has been updated and it includes newspaper reporters, radio personnel, television reporters and authors of web blogs. She reported that since the last Board meeting the OSE has issued three press releases:  the LaGuardia case, a release on the audit ceremony, and a release on the two reports that were generated from the statements of financial interests filed in Spring 2009.  In terms of outreach, she indicated that she will be meeting with the President of the Connecticut Council for the Social Studies who is also the Assistant Director of the Connecticut Consortium for Law and Citizenship Education in an effort to bring the “ethics matters” curriculum to middle school students and other programs they serve throughout the state.  She reported that the OSE has averaged one in-person ethics training per week, including one quarterly ethics training for state employees, and two sessions for agency liaisons.  She also reported that she has received positive feedback regarding the use of the on-line training evaluation form.  Ms.Trimble reported that CTN has created a ‘close-up’ DVD of the OSE and that it will soon be available for viewing.
7. Executive Director Carson presented the Board with the Executive Director’s Report.  She reported on the budget and indicated that for the month of July the OSE received only $7,000 dollars for the expense account, which was not enough to cover all of the bills. Regarding personnel, Director Carson indicated that reviews of all of the managers were conducted (known as PARS).  She reported that based on the reviews, all of the managers would have received a bonus but due to the budget problems, there are no funds for the bonuses.  She reported that an SFI audit was completed and letters were mailed out to all the audited filers.  She indicated that the audit showed that public officials were complying with the filing requirements.  

She reported that the OSE is conducting research regarding issues raised by the Attorney 
General on the definitions of lobbying and lobbyist.  She reported that the OSE is planning 
to bring at least concepts, if not any exact language, to the Board for consideration at its 
August meeting.  She stated that she has been in contact with the GAE Co-Chairs and that 
the OSE hopes to submit information to them as early as October.  

Director Carson reported that she has been in contact with the Governor’s office, Senator 
McKinney’s office, as well as Senator Williams’ office regarding Board appointments.  She 
indicated that Mr. Riley is eligible for reappointment and that he has expressed his interest.  
She also indicated that Mr. Wooden was reappointed to serve a four-year term, and that the 
two Board members that will be replaced are Mr. Worgaftik and Sister Tolles.  She reported 
that the Nominating Subcommittee met today prior to the regular meeting.

Mr. Worgaftik indicated that the Nominating Subcommittee will be presenting to the 
Board their recommendation of Mr. Bernhard to serve as Chairperson and Mr. Dooley as the 
Vice Chairperson.

Executive Director Carson reported that the OSE is exploring creating a password protected 
web page to provide Board members with confidential documents prior to the meetings.  She 
indicated that she is reviewing options to ensure that confidentiality restrictions are met 
under FOI and the Code of Ethics.

Mr. Dooley suggested to Executive Director Carson that future Board members meet with 
the OSE staff and those involved in the hearing process before taking assignments as the 
hearing officer.
8. Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  He presented the Board with four audits conducted by the Enforcement Division:
1. Birmingham Group Health

2. Brown Rudnick
3. CT Maritime Coalition
4. Doyle D’Amore Balducci

Discussion took place regarding the report and the audits conducted.

On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Mr. Bernhard, the Board voted nine (9) to 
zero (0) to accept and approve the (4) four above-mentioned enforcement audits.

Enforcement Officer Jones indicated the need for a hearing officer to preside over upcoming
September 15, 2009 hearings.


On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Board voted eight (8) to 
zero (0) to accept and approve Mr. Riley as the hearing officer to preside over the 
September 15 hearings.  Mr. Riley abstained.
9. Mr. Worgaftik then provided an opportunity for public comment.  There were no comments.
10. On the motion by Mr. Wooden, seconded by Mr. Dooley, the Board voted nine (9) to zero (0) to move into closed session to discuss status of matters that are confidential pursuant to General Statutes §§ 1-82a and 1-93a.

The Board moved into closed session at 2:37 p.m.


Mr. Riley left the meeting prior to the closed session.

The following individuals attended the closed session:

· Robert Worgaftik, Chairman

· Sister Sally J. Tolles, Vice Chairperson (attended via teleconference)
· Ernest Abate, Member

· Kenneth Bernhard, Member 

· Kathleen Bornhorst, Member

· Thomas H. Dooley, Member

· Rebecca Doty, Member  
· Shawn Wooden, Member

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer
The Board reconvened in public session at 3:01 p.m.
Enforcement Officer Jones stated that he inadvertently failed to mention, prior to the closed session, that the probable cause hearing regarding the Perrelli matter has been continued to September 22, 2009.
On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to move into executive session to consider strategy and/or negotiations with respect to pending claims and litigation.
The following individuals attended the executive session:

· Robert Worgaftik, Chairman

· Sister Sally J. Tolles, Vice Chairperson (attended via teleconference)

· Kenneth Bernhard, Member 

· Kathleen Bornhorst, Member

· Thomas H. Dooley, Member

· Rebecca Doty, Member 
· Shawn Wooden, Member 

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer


The Board reconvened in public session at 3:20 p.m.

Assistant Enforcement Officer Wasielewski presented the Board with proposed settlement offers received in matters 2009-4UP, 2009-6UP, 2009-7UP, 2009-8UP, 2009-9UP and 2009-11UP.

On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to reject the proposed settlement offers received in matters 2009-4UP, 2009-6UP, 2009-7UP, 2009-8UP, 2009-9UP and 2009-11UP.
11. The Board adjourned the meeting at 3:21 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Yolanda Perez, Clerk

Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board 




__________________

Date approved by the 

Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board
of the Office of State Ethics
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