
Minutes
March 26, 2009
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, March 26, 2009 in the Freedom of Information Commission Hearing Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairperson Robert Worgaftik called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Robert Worgaftik, Chairman
· Sister Sally J. Tolles, Vice Chairperson

· Ernest Abate, Member (joined the meeting at 1:10 p.m.)
· Kenneth Bernhard, Member
· Kathleen Bornhorst, Member

· Thomas H. Dooley, Member
· Rebecca Doty, Member (participated by teleconference)
· Dennis Riley, Member

· Shawn T. Wooden, Member

The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director
· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant General Counsel

· Patrick Lamb, Assistant General Counsel

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel
· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Yolanda Perez, Acting Clerk

· Meredith Trimble, Education Director

· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

General Counsel Housen administered the oath of office to new Board Member Shawn T. Wooden.
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:

1. The minutes of the February 26, 2009 regular meeting were presented to the Board for approval.  Mr. Dooley and Mr. Riley noted corrections to the minutes.
On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Mr. Riley and with the abstention of Mr. Wooden, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes with corrections (Mr. Abate had not yet joined the meeting).
2. General Counsel Housen presented the OSE’s proposed Ethics Policy statement to the Board.  She reported that General Statutes § 1-83 (a) (2) requires every state agency to develop and implement an ethics policy statement to be filed with the Department of Administrative Services and also with the OSE.

Discussion took place regarding the Ethics Policy statement.

Mr. Paul Krell, President of the Administrative & Residual Employees Union (A&R) 
addressed the Board with concerns.

Further discussion took place regarding the proposed Ethics Policy statement.


Mr. Bernhard made a motion seconded by Mr. Dooley to adopt the proposed Ethics Policy 
statement excluding the sections dealing with “Political Activity.”  The motion was 
withdrawn by Mr. Bernhard and the withdrawal was seconded by Mr. Dooley.


On the motion by Mr. Bernhard, seconded by Mr. Riley, and with the abstention of 
Mr. Wooden, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to accept and approve the proposed 
Ethics 
Policy 
Statement with two changes:  (1) to delete proposed paragraph 17 and 
replace it with the language from § 1-84 (b) of the code of etnics and (2) to delete the 
“Political Activity” section entirely, with the understanding that by the June meeting, 
the Legal Division staff will have an opportunity to present to the Board a draft 
advisory opinion “Political Activity.”
3. Director Carson requested that the Board appoint Ms. Perez as Clerk of the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board and the Office of State Ethics.

On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted nine (9) to zero 
(0) to accept and approve the appointment of Ms. Perez as Clerk of the Citizen’s 
Ethics Advisory Board and the Office of State Ethics.
4. General Counsel Housen presented the Board with the Legal Division Report.  

Discussion took place regarding a staff opinion which was issued pertaining to the 
acceptance of a prize won in a raffle by a legislator.
5. Ms.Trimble reported that she announced to state agencies’ ethics liaisons that the OSE will hold its 2nd quarterly training in April on the code of ethics for state employees.  She reported that the OSE will be available at the concourse between the Capitol and the Legislative Office Building on April 7th and 30th to answer questions from lobbyists on their financial filings, and from members of the general assembly regarding their Statement of Financial Interest filings.  In terms of reaching out to the community, Ms. Trimble reported that the OSE is looking for new partnerships and is exploring opportunity with the Better Business Bureau (BBB).  She indicated that the BBB offers an annual ethics award and scholarship to students, and that is interested in having Executive Director Carson serve as an outside judge.  Regarding the OSE’s website, she reported that an employment opportunities section for interns was added.  She stated that CTN’s taping of a close-up segment about the OSE will air in April.  Ms. Trimble reported that three press releases had been disseminated.

6. Director Carson reported that the OSE has received permission to access the state personnel system to identify and follow-up with departing state officials and employees regarding the filing of Statement of Financial Interests forms.   She indicated that the new SFI filing system is now live and encouraged the Board members to file their SFIs on line.


Director Carson reported that a budget from the Appropriations Committee will be 
released in April.  Regarding personnel issues, she reported that Assistant Enforcement 
Officer Lamb and Assistant General 
Counsel Isales are swapping positions.  Assistant 
Enforcement Officer Lamb will join the Legal Division, and Assistant General Counsel 
Isales will join the Enforcement Division.  She indicated that this move will serve to cross-
train personnel, and provide the staff with additional experience, but that this move is not 
a 
permanent move and will be reviewed at the end of the year.  Director Carson reported 
regarding the Governor’s request of managers to take a furlough day, and that all of the 
managers had already taken the requested furlough day.  She reported that OSE has a 
student intern from Hartford Public High School, Kayla Bynum.  Regarding proposed 
legislation, Director Carson reported that 6 bills have been voted 
favorably out of 
committee, and that proposed bills 771 and 773 are now on the senate calendar. 

Discussion took place regarding proposed bills 771 and 773.


Director Carson noted that the next meeting of the CEAB scheduled for April 23 has 
been canceled and rescheduled as a special meeting to be held April 30, 2009.

Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  

He indicated the need for a hearing officer to preside over UAPA hearings on May 14, 2009.

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Sister Tolles, the Board voted eight (8) to 
zero (0) to accept and approve Mr. Dooley as the hearing officer for the May 14, 2009 
hearings.  Mr. Dooley abstained.  

Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Board with four enforcement audits conducted by 
the Enforcement Division:



(1)  AAA Allied Group



(2)  Connecticut Society of Plastic & Reconstructive Surgeons, Inc.



(3)  Covansys Corporation



(4)  Softscape, Inc.


On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Dooley, the Board voted nine (9) to 
zero (0) to accept and approve the enforcement audits as presented.
7. On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Wooden, the Board voted eight (9) to zero (0) to move into executive session to discuss strategy and negotiations with respect to pending claims or pending litigation and confidential section 1-82 a and 1-93 a matters.

The Board moved into executive session at 2:42 p.m.

The following individuals attended the executive session:

Robert Worgaftik, Chairman

Sister Sally J. Tolles, Vice Chairperson

Ernest Abate, Member

Kenneth Bernhard, Member

Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Member

Thomas H. Dooley, Member

Rebecca Doty, Member (participated by teleconference)

Dennis Riley. Member
Carol Carson, Director
Barbara Housen, General Counsel
Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

The Board reconvened in public session at 3:08 p.m.
8. The Board adjourned the meeting at 3:09 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted by:

Yolanda Perez, Clerk

Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board



__________________
Date approved by the CEAB
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