
Minutes
June 18, 2009
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, June 18, 2009 on the 5th Floor, State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairman Robert Worgaftik called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Robert Worgaftik, Chairman
· Sister Sally J. Tolles, Vice Chairperson
· Kenneth Bernhard, Member 
· Kathleen Bornhorst, Member

· Thomas H. Dooley, Member
· Rebecca Doty, Member (participated by teleconference)
· Dennis Riley, Member

The following staff members of the OSE were present:
· Carol Carson, Executive Director
· Barbara Housen, General Counsel
· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel
· Patrick Lamb, Assistant General Counsel

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel

· Meredith Trimble, Education Director

· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Marissa Goldberg, Intern

· Markesha Turner, Intern
· Ashley Viemeister, Intern

· Brad Watson, Intern

· Yolanda Perez, Clerk

The following topics were addressed during the meeting:

1. The minutes of the May 28, 2009 regular meeting were presented to the Board for approval.  



On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes as presented.

2. A recommendation was made to table the Draft Advisory Opinion “Application of General Statutes § 1-84 (p) to Routine Exchanges Between Supervisors and Subordinates in State Service.”  General Counsel Housen informed the Board that a request from the Department of Transportation was received asking that the draft be tabled for one month to give the department an opportunity to review it.

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Board voted seven (7) to 
zero (0) to table the Draft Advisory Opinion “Application of General Statutes § 1-84 
(p) to Routine Exchanges Between Supervisors and Subordinates in State Service” to 
be addressed at a future Board meeting.
3. Assistant General Counsel O’Dowd presented the Draft Advisory Opinion “Application of Post-State Employment Provisions to Employee of the Office of Ombudsman for Property Rights.”  He indicated that the draft advisory opinion was issued upon the request of Maryann P. Boord, an employee of the Ombudsman Office who asked that the Board provide an opinion regarding the post-state employment provisions of the Code of Ethics for Public Officials relative to a proposed job opportunity.

Discussion took place during which Ms. Boord responded to several questions.

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Sister Tolles, the Board voted seven (7) to 
zero (0) to accept and approve the Draft Advisory Opinion, “Application of Post-State 
Employment Provisions to Employee of the Office of Ombudsman for Property 
Rights.”
4. General Counsel Housen presented the Board with the Legal Division Report.


Discussion took place regarding the report.  General Counsel Housen stated that several
staff members will be going before the Regulations Review Committee meeting of June 23, 
2009 at which the OSE regulations will be considered.
5. Meredith Trimble, Director of Education, presented her oral report to the Board.   She discussed the media information included in the Board meeting package, as well as press releases that were disseminated regarding enforcement settlements which were covered by the Hartford Courant, the Journal Inquirer and the Hartford Business Journal.  She also reported that the media had requested information regarding marshals’ annual income statements filed for calendar year 2008.   She noted that the Diocese of Bridgeport’s lawsuit had generated national media coverage.  
Ms. Trimble reported that the next quarterly training for new state employees will be on July 15.  She reported that the communication between state agency ethics liaisons and the OSE is working well as indicated by the feedback regarding the recent notice of revolving door provisions and the completion of Statements of Financial Interests for departing officials.  She indicated that the OSE has created a paperless evaluation form, which is now available online to be filled out after completing training.  Ms. Trimble reported that the OSE is in contact with a new potential partner, School for Ethical Education, a nonprofit organization formed to promote ethics in everyday living.  OSE’s suggested involvement is to possibly serve on the school’s panel of judges that issues awards to students.
6. Executive Director Carson presented the Board with the Executive Director’s Report.  She reported that the General Assembly had not dealt with the budget.  She said that media reports indicate that the General Assembly will pass a budget next week and that the Governor is likely to veto that budget.  Regarding personnel, she introduced two students who are interning at the OSE, Markesha Turner from Western New England College School of Law and Brad Watson from Hartford Public High School’s Academy of Government and Law.  Executive Director Carson reported that the audits on the randomly selected SFIs filed for 2008 were completed and that a report is being compiled that will categorize the results and make suggestions on how to improve the form and provide clearer instructions.  She reported that the regular legislative session concluded on June 3 and that our legislative package did not get passed.  
Executive Director Carson reported that the terms of four Board members will end on September 30.  She indicated that Mr. Wooden’s appointment was extended to a full four-year term beyond his recent appointment.  She also indicated that she had contacted Senator Looney’s office and the Governor’s office encouraging them to make timely appointments replacing Mr. Worgaftik, Sister Tolles and Mr. Riley.  Mr. Riley is eligible for reappointment.  She reminded the Board members that the nominating committee created to replace the chairman should consider convening prior to the regular meeting on July 23.

Discussion took place regarding the process to replace Board members.

7. Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  He presented the Board with two audits conducted by the Enforcement Division.

On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Board voted seven (7) to 
zero (0) to accept and approve the following enforcement audits as presented:  (1) 
Sierra Club / CT Chapter; and (2) Stratton Resources, LLC.   
8. Mr. Worgaftik then provided an opportunity for public comment.  There were no comments.
9. On the motion by Sister Tolles, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to move into closed session to discuss status of matters that are confidential pursuant to General Statutes §§ 1-82a and 1-93a.

The Board moved into closed session at 1:44 p.m.

The following individuals attended the closed session:

· Robert Worgaftik, Chairman

· Sister Sally J. Tolles, Vice Chairperson

· Kenneth Bernhard, Member 

· Kathleen Bornhorst, Member

· Thomas H. Dooley, Member

· Rebecca Doty, Member (participated by teleconference)
· Dennis Riley, Member

· Carol Carson, Executive Director
· Barbara Housen, General Counsel
· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer
The Board reconvened in public session and then moved into executive session at 1:50 p.m.

On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to move into executive session to discuss pending litigation pertaining to the Diocese of Bridgeport’s lawsuit.
Sister Tolles recused herself from participation during discussion in the executive session and left the meeting.

The following individuals attended the executive session:

Robert Worgaftik, Chairman

Kenneth Bernhard, Member 
Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Member

Thomas H. Dooley, Member

Rebecca Doty, Member (participated by teleconference)
Dennis Riley, Member

Carol Carson, Executive Director

Barbara Housen, General Counsel

Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer
The Board reconvened in public session at 2:56 p.m.
10. The Board adjourned the meeting at 2:57 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted by
Yolanda Perez, Clerk
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