
Minutes
May 28, 2009
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, May 28, 2009 on the 5th Floor, State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairman Robert Worgaftik called the meeting to order at 1:05 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Robert Worgaftik, Chairman
· Sister Sally J. Tolles, Vice Chairperson

· Ernest Abate, Member 
· Kenneth Bernhard, Member (participated by teleconference)
· Kathleen Bornhorst, Member

· Thomas H. Dooley, Member
· Rebecca Doty, Member 
· Dennis Riley, Member

· Shawn Wooden, Member

The following staff members of the OSE were present:
· Carol Carson, Executive Director
· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant Enforcement Officer
· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel
· Meredith Trimble, Education Director

· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Marissa Goldberg, Intern

· Ashley Viemeister, Intern

· Yolanda Perez, Clerk

The following topics were addressed during the meeting:

1. The minutes of the April 30, 2009 special meeting were presented to the Board for approval.  



On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Sister Tolles, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes as presented.  Mr. Wooden abstained.
2. Assistant General Counsel O’Dowd presented the Draft Advisory Opinion “Application of General Statutes § 1-80 (b) to Members of the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board Running for Local Elective Office.” 

Mr. Michael A. Winkler, First Vice President, Administrative and Residual Employees 
Union, addressed the Board regarding the opinion.


Discussion took place regarding the opinion.


On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Mr. Dooley, the Board voted eight (8) to one 
(1) to accept and approve the Draft Advisory Opinion, “Application of General 
Statutes § 1-80 (b) to Members of the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board Running for 
Local Elective Office.”  Mr. Wooden opposed.
3. Mr. Riley addressed the Board regarding the UCONN Consulting Agreement Compliance Committee meeting which he attended. He indicated that he gave Executive Director Carson copies of the documents of the May 19, 2009 Compliance Committee meeting.

Discussion took place.  

Executive Director Carson informed the Board that she had communicated with the 
Connecticut State University System and that they have conducted the semiannual audits 
required by Public Act 07-166, which amended our statute to allow faculty members to enter 
into consulting and research agreements.  They are aware that they need to put a committee 
together and they are also aware that Mr. Bernhard is the board member that will serve on 
that committee.
4. Mr. Bernhard asked Executive Director Carson for copies of the documents of the May 19, 2009 UCONN Compliance Committee meeting.

5. Barbara Housen presented the Board with the Legal Division Report.


Executive Director Carson introduced two students who are interning at the OSE, 
Ashlee 
Viemeister and Marissa Goldberg.  She indicated that two additional interns are also 
working at the OSE and will be present during the next Board meeting.  She stated  
that a student intern from Hartford Public High School’s Academy on Government and Law, 
Brad Watson, is working at the OSE as well.
6. Meredith Trimble, Director of Education, presented her oral report to the Board.   She reported that the OSE’s new online training is now officially part of the state’s learning management system.  Ms. Trimble noted that state employees can register online to take any of the educational training courses and that the agency managers, department heads and liaisons can track the status of their personnel’s completion of the training.  In terms of media, OSE will be providing them with some statistics regarding the filing of the statements of financial interests and lobbyist filings.
7. Executive Director Carson presented the Board with the Executive Director’s Report.   She reported that the General Assembly has not dealt with the budget yet, that the session ends June 3rd, and that she anticipates that a special session will begin shortly thereafter.  Regarding the new Statement of Financial Interests (SFI) online system, she reported that there were 2,065 people who had filed on line, equaling 77% of required filers, an increase over last year’s percentage which was 66%.  She indicated that the staff did a great job of reaching out and helping people, not withstanding some of the confusion and frustrations with using the new SFI online system and getting SFI filers to file.  She also reported that for the first time, the OSE is conducting audits on the SFIs filed and has randomly selected 5% of those SFIs filed for audit (total of 135 filers, which includes one OSE staff member and 12 legislators).   She indicated that the OSE is wrapping up the loose ends in connection with the new online filing system.   She stated that the OSE is pleased with the system and that the enforcement division will be able to create reliable reports from reliable data.


Discussion took place based on a question from Mr. Dooley regarding the type of 
information being audited on the SFIs.  Enforcement Officer Jones reported on the steps 
being taken in performing the audit.


Executive Director Carson reported to the Board regarding House Bill 6294.  She indicated 
that this bill takes elements from most of the bills that OSE proposed and incorporates them 
into this bill.  She indicated that she is expecting it be brought to the floor for debate and 
vote and then sent on to the senate.
8. Mr. Worgaftik opened discussion to the public.


Ms. Carter Kneeland, Communications Coordinator, Ethical Influence, inquired about the 
status of the regulations.


Executive Director Carson reported that there were concerns which were brought up by the 
Legislative Commissioner’s Office regarding the proposed regulations and that substantive 
and technical changes were made to the regulations and that these changes are available for 
review.  She also indicated that the regulations will be submitted in early June and 
reviewed on June 23rd by the Regulations Review Committee.
9. Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  He referenced the documents that were handed out to the Board members prior to the meeting that include the ETH-2A initiative, lobbyist financial reports (2-D) and other pending enforcement matters.   

Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Board with the TV4US audit which is the one 
enforcement audit conducted by the Enforcement Division.

On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Ms. Doty, the Board voted nine (9) to zero 
(0) to accept and approve the enforcement audit TV4US as presented.   

Enforcement Officer Jones indicated the need for a hearing officer to preside over the 
  
July 14, 2009 hearings regarding matters pertaining to Statements of Financial Interests.  

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Sister Tolles, the Board voted eight (8) to 
zero (0) to accept and approve Mr. Dooley as the hearing officer for the July 14, 2009 
SFI hearings.  Mr. Dooley abstained.  

10. On the motion by Ms. Bornhorst, seconded by Sister Tolles, the Board voted nine (9) to zero (0) to move into closed and executive sessions:  (a) to discuss settlement offers and (b) to discuss status of matters that are confidential pursuant to General Statutes §§ 1-82a and 1-93a.

The Board moved into closed session at 1:57 p.m.

The following individuals attended the closed session:

· Robert Worgaftik, Chairman

· Sister Sally J. Tolles, Vice Chairperson

· Ernest Abate, Member 

· Kenneth Bernhard, Member (participated by teleconference)

· Kathleen Bornhorst, Member

· Thomas H. Dooley, Member

· Rebecca Doty, Member 

· Dennis Riley, Member

· Shawn Wooden, Member

· Carol Carson, Executive Director
· Barbara Housen, General Counsel
· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer
· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

Mr. Wooden recused himself from participating during a discussion in the last part of the closed session.
The following individuals attended the executive session:

Robert Worgaftik, Chairman

Sister Sally J. Tolles, Vice Chairperson

Ernest Abate, Member

Kenneth Bernhard, Member (participated by teleconference)
Kathleen F. Bornhorst, Member

Thomas Dooley, Member

Rebecca Doty, Member 

Dennis Riley, Member
Shawn Wooden, Member

Carol Carson, Executive Director

Barbara Housen, General Counsel

Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

Mr. Riley recused himself from participating during a discussion in part of the executive session dealing with a lobbyist filing.

Mr. Wooden left the meeting prior to the Board reconvening in public session.

The Board reconvened in public session at 2:48 p.m.
On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Ms. Doty, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept and approve Stipulation #10 in resolution of matters 2009-46UL and 2009-47UL.  Mr. Riley abstained.
11. The Board adjourned the meeting at 2:49 p.m.
Respectfully Submitted by:

Yolanda Perez, Clerk

Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board 
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