Corrected Minutes
September 24, 2009
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Special Meeting on Thursday, September 24, 2009 on the 1st Floor, Freedom of Information Commission Hearing Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairman Worgaftik called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Robert Worgaftik, Chairman
· Sister Sally J. Tolles, Vice-Chairperson

· Ernest Abate, Member 
· Kenneth Bernhard, Member
· Kathleen Bornhorst, Member

· Thomas H. Dooley, Member
· Rebecca Doty, Member

· Dennis Riley, Member

· Shawn Wooden, Member (arrived at the meeting at 10:07 a.m.)
The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Patrick Lamb, Assistant General Counsel

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel
· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel

· Meredith Trimble, Education Director 
· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Yolanda Perez, Clerk of the Board
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:

1. The minutes of the August 27, 2009 regular meeting were presented to the Board for approval. 
On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to accept and approve the minutes as presented.  Mr. Worgaftik abstained. (Mr. Wooden had not yet joined the meeting.)

The minutes of the September 10, 2009 legislative special teleconference subcommittee meeting were presented to the Board for approval.

Ms. Bornhorst, Sister Tolles and Mr. Riley approved the September 10, 2009 Legislative Subcommittee minutes.


2. Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski presented the Board with the legislative proposals recommended by the Subcommittee suggesting revisions to language dealing with (1) the definition of lobbying and (2) the consideration of extending the time period for lobbyist registration.

Discussion took place regarding the legislative proposals.  It was suggested by Mr. Wooden 
and other Board members that the legislative proposals be tabled for a later meeting pending 
consultation with the Attorney General’s office and research on other states that have dealt 
with similar issues.

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Board voted nine (9) to 
zero (0) to table the legislative proposals.
3. Hearing Officer Riley made comments regarding his report in the Matter of CT Coalition of Property Owners, Docket No. 2009-41 UL.  


Discussion ensued to consider the request from Marshall R. Collins, Esq., to present oral 
argument on behalf of the CT Coalition of Property Owners. 

It was the consensus of the Board members to permit Mr. Collins to present his oral 
argument.


Mr. Collins presented oral argument to the Board.

Assistant Enforcement Officer Isales presented oral argument in opposition to Mr. Collins’
argument.

On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Mr. Abate, the Board voted nine (9) to zero 
(0) to renew the motion to impose a fine of $120.00 on CT Coalition of Property 
Owners, Docket No. 2009-41 UL.

On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Mr. Wooden, the Board voted seven (7) to 
two (2) to accept and approve the Hearing Officer’s report as amended in the Matter 
of CT Coalition of Property Owners, Docket No. 2009-41 UL, to include a fine of 
$120.00.  Mr. Dooley and Mr. Riley voted against.
4. Assistant General Counsel O’Dowd presented the Draft Advisory Opinion “Application of General Statutes § 1-80 (b) (2) to a Member of the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board.”
He indicated that the draft advisory opinion addressed whether Mr. Bernhard’s appointment to the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board is invalid under General Statutes § 1-80 (b) (2), which prohibits Board members from having held public office for a three-year period prior to appointment; whether his second appointment is valid; and the effect of the invalidity of his initial appointment on Board action.  He also indicated that a copy of the draft advisory opinion was previously provided to Attorney John Geida, who represents the Respondent in an OSE enforcement matter, and who had requested the opinion.  Attorney Geida was offered an opportunity to attend the Board meeting and present argument but was not in attendance at the Board meeting.

Discussion took place regarding the draft advisory opinion.


On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted eight (8) to 
zero (0) to accept and approve the Draft Advisory Opinion “Application of General 
Statutes § 1-80 (b) (2) to a Member of the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board.”  Mr. 
Bernhard abstained.
5. General Counsel Housen presented the Board with the Legal Division Report.

6. Meredith Trimble, Director of Education, presented her oral report to the Board.   She reported that ethics training was provided to the DAS procurement staff.  She indicated that the OSE is scheduled to conduct quarterly trainings onsite for October and that other trainings have been scheduled at different state agencies, in addition to civics education which will be presented to the Council on Social Studies in October.  In terms of national presence, Ms. Trimble indicated that the OSE has been proactive in responding to queries from the Council on Governmental Ethics Laws and by contributing more articles such as a report of the statements of financial interests program.  She reported in regards to community outreach with the Better Business Bureau and that she has completed judging student essays and that Director Carson will also receive a package of the corporate award entries for her to judge as well.  Ms. Trimble noted that this type of partnership enhances our mission and speaks directly to our results based accountability mandate.
7. Executive Director Carson presented her oral report to the Board.  She reported that Enforcement Officer Wasielewski submitted a book review which was published in the fall issue of Public Integrity and was asked to submit a second one.  


She indicated that Governor Rell appointed Mr. David Gay to serve on the Board.  She also 
indicated that she has been in contact with Senator McKinney’s office regarding the 
appointment of a candidate to serve on the Board and that they are actively working on 
making an appointment.   Director Carson noted the appointment of Mr. Bernhard to the 
Board on September 9, 2009 and that he was sworn in on September 11, 2009 by General 
Counsel Housen as witnessed by Chairman Worgaftik and herself.   

Regarding the OSE’s budget, Director Carson reported that OPM has advised of a cut to 
the budget which affects the operating expense account by 40% or from $240,000
dollars to 
$140,000.  She reported that $181,000 dollars was spent last year from that account.  

Mr. Bernhard requested that Director Carson provide a list of the types of expenses that fall under the operating expense account and a list of last years expenditures.  Per the suggestion of Mr. Dooley, a discussion of OSE’s finances should be included on the agenda of a future board meeting during the fall.
8. Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  He reported that the Perelli hearing has been postponed and that he will advise of the new hearing date when scheduled.

He presented the Board with the following audits conducted by the Enforcement Division:
1. Coca-Cola Bottling Co. of New England
2. Logisticare
3. Lorillard Tobacco
4. National Council For Adoption
5. Recording Industry Association of America
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Dooley, the Board voted nine (9) to zero (0) to accept and approve the following five (5) enforcement audits: (1) Coca-Cola Bottling Co. of New England, (2) Logisticare, (3) Lorillard Tobacco, (4) National Council for Adoption, and (5) Recording Industry Association of America.
The following audit also conducted by the Enforcement Division was presented to the Board:

6.  Hartford Financial Services Group

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Dooley, the Board voted seven (7) to zero 
(0) to accept and approve the Hartford Financial Services Group audit.  Mr. Worgaftik
and Ms. Doty abstained.

The need for a hearing officer to preside over the November UAPA hearings was addressed 
by Chairman Worgaftik.  Mr. Riley volunteered to preside.

The Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to accept and approve Mr. Riley as the hearing 
officer to preside over the November hearings.  Mr. Riley abstained.
9. Chairman Worgaftik addressed the nominations of Mr. Bernhard as the new Chairman and Mr. Dooley as the Vice-Chairman of the Board effective October 1, 2009.

On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Sister Tolles, the Board voted seven (7) to 
zero (0) to accept and approve Mr. Bernhard as the Chairman and Mr. Dooley as the 
Vice-Chairman of the Board.  Mr. Bernhard and Mr. Dooley abstained.
10. Outgoing Vice-Chairperson Sister Tolles and Chairman Worgaftik commented on the positive experiences they had serving as members of the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board.
11. Mr. Bernhard commended Sister Tolles and Mr. Worgaftik on their outstanding service to the Board.  He also read citations from their appointing authorities to the outgoing Board members.
12. Mr. Worgaftik then provided an opportunity for public comment.  There were no comments.


13. The Board adjourned the meeting at 11:13 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted by:

Yolanda Perez, Clerk

Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board 
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