
Minutes
October 22, 2009
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, October 22, 2009 on the 5th Floor, State Elections Enforcement Commission Conference Room, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairman Kenneth Bernhard called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.   

The following members of the Board were present:

· Kenneth Bernhard, Chairman
· Thomas H. Dooley, Vice Chairman
· Ernest Abate, Member 
· Kathleen Bornhorst, Member

· David Gay, Member
· Dennis Riley, Member (participated via teleconference)
· Winthrop Smith, Jr., Member 

· Shawn Wooden, Member (arrived at the meeting at 1:08 p.m.)
The following staff members of the OSE were present:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Patrick Lamb, Assistant General Counsel

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel
· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel

· Meredith Trimble, Education Director
· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer 
· Yolanda Perez, Clerk of the Board
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:

On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Mr. Dooley, the Board voted (5) to zero (0) to add to the agenda the swearing in of the new board members.  Mr. Gay and Mr. Smith abstained.  (Mr. Wooden had not yet joined the meeting.)
Chairman Bernhard administered the oath of office to new Board Members David Gay and Winthrop Smith, Jr.
1. The minutes of the September 24, 2009 special meeting were presented to the Board for   approval.
On the motion by Ms. Bornhorst, seconded by Mr. Dooley, the Board voted (5) to zero (0) to accept and approve an amendment to be made to page 3 of the minutes to properly identify Attorney John Geida.  Mr. Gay and Mr. Smith abstained.  (Mr. Wooden had not yet joined the meeting.)  
On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Mr. Abate, the Board voted (5) to zero (0) to accept and approve the amended minutes.  Mr. Gay and Mr. Smith abstained.  (Mr. Wooden had not yet joined the meeting.) 
2. Chairman Bernhard presented the Board with his report regarding:  (a) the 2010 Board Meeting Schedule; (b) Confidentiality Acknowledgements; and (c) Assignment of UAPA Hearing Officers.
Director Carson suggested that discussion on the proposed 2010 Board meeting schedule be delayed until Mr. Wooden arrived at the meeting (Mr. Wooden had not yet joined the meeting.)
Discussion ensued regarding the Confidentiality Acknowledgements documents.
Chairman Bernhard requested more participation by Board members in serving as Hearing Officers.  It was suggested by Mr. Abate that a rotation of the Board members be instituted.
Mr. Wooden arrived at the meeting.
3. The Hearing Officer’s report in the Matter of Edward McKeon, Docket No. 2009-7UP, was presented by Mr. Riley.
Mr. McKeon did not attend the meeting.

On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Ms. Bornhorst, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to accept and approve the Hearing Officer’s report as presented in the Matter of Edward McKeon, Docket No. 2009-7UP.
4. Assistant General Counsel Lamb presented the Draft Advisory Opinion “Jurisdiction to Interpret General Statutes § 4b-4.”
Following discussion regarding the draft advisory opinion, Chairman Bernhard suggested that the draft advisory opinion be amended to add a footnote citing General Statutes § 1-81 (a) (3) which was referenced in the opinion.
On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Mr. Wooden, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to accept and approve the amended Draft Advisory Opinion “Jurisdiction to Interpret General Statutes § 4b-4.” 
5. Discussion ensued regarding finalizing the dates in 2010 on which the Board will hold its regular meetings.  The 2010 Board Meeting Schedule was approved by the Board members.  All 2010 meetings will be held on Thursdays at 1:00 p.m. in accordance with the approved schedule.
6. Assistant General Counsel O’Dowd presented the Draft Advisory Opinion “Sitting or Former Member of State Council Seeking Paid Employment with that Counsel.”
Mr. John Flanders, member of the Connecticut Council on Developmental Disabilities, and the individual who requested the advisory opinion, addressed the Board.

Following discussion and on the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Mr. Dooley, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to accept and approve the Draft Advisory Opinion “Sitting or Former Member of State Council Seeking Paid Employment with that Counsel.”
7. General Counsel Housen presented the Board with the Legal Division Report.  Discussion ensued regarding the report.

8. Meredith Trimble, Director of Education, presented her oral report to the Board.   Ms. Trimble informed the Board regarding the media coverage that the OSE has been receiving, mainly regarding the Priscilla Dickman enforcement matter.  In terms of training, she reported that 170 individuals attended trainings in October to date; and that by the end of the month that number will increase to 300.  She reported on a number of speaking engagements that have been conducted by Director Carson and herself.  Ms. Trimble reported that the OSE will expand its online training to current and potential state contractors.
9. Executive Director Carson presented the Board with the Executive Director’s Report.  She reported that she will present an overview of the OSE’s budget during the upcoming November Board meeting.  In terms of operations, she reported that a new server was purchased and that upgrades to the room where the server is located will be made.  Director Carson noted that the dates for the continuation of hearings in the Priscilla Dickman enforcement matter are November 10 and November and 12, 2009.
10. Director Carson addressed the Board regarding a proposed regulatory increase of lobbyist registration fees, increasing the biennial fee to $250, and the one year fee to $125.  She indicated that an email was sent to registered lobbyist informing them of the proposed fee increase.
On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted seven (7) to one (1) to accept and approve the proposed regulatory increase to lobbyist registration fees which increases the biennial fee to $250 and the one year fee to $125.  Mr. Smith opposed.

11. Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Enforcement Division Report.  
Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Board with six (6) audits conducted by the Enforcement Division.  He noted that the enforcement report references that there were seven (7) audits conducted by the Division and that there was one audit missing from the board meeting packet, which will be included in the November Board meeting packet.  The six (6) audits presented were:
1. American College of Nurse Midwives – CT Chapter
2. Camilliere, Cloud & Kennedy
3. Connecticut Railroad Association
4. Drug Policy Alliance
5. Electronic Manufacturers Coalition for Responsible Recycling
6. Glaxo Smith Kline, Inc.
On the motion by Mr. Dooley, seconded by Mr. Smith, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to accept and approve the above-listed six (6) enforcement audits as presented. 

The Anthony Perelli public enforcement matter was discussed.
Enforcement Officer Jones reported that it is customary for the Division to not hold UAPA hearings during the months of December and August because it is very difficult to coordinate everyone’s schedule during these months.  Therefore, he did not request a hearing officer for December.
Chairperson Bernhard then provided an opportunity for public comment.  There were no comments.
On the motion by Ms. Bornhorst, seconded by Mr. Wooden, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to move into closed session to discuss the status of matters that are confidential pursuant to General Statutes §§ 1-82a and 1-93a.

The Board moved into closed session at 2:31 p.m.

The following individuals attended the closed session:

· Kenneth Bernhard, Chairman

· Thomas H. Dooley, Vice Chairperson

· Ernest Abate, Member

· Kathleen Bornhorst, Member

· David Gay, Member

· Dennis Riley, Member (participated via teleconference)
· Winthrop Smith, Jr., Member

· Shawn Wooden, Member

· Carol Carson, Executive Director

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant Enforcement Officer

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Mark Wasielewski, Assistant Enforcement Officer

The Board reconvened in public session at 2:46 p.m. and adjourned the meeting.
Respectfully Submitted by:

Yolanda Perez, Clerk

Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board 
__________________
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