
Minutes
May 29, 2008
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, May 29, 2008, at 1:00 p.m., in Conference Room 2-A, 2nd floor, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.

Chairperson Robert Worgaftik called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m.

The following members of the Board were present:

· Robert Worgaftik, Chairman10
· Enid Oresman, Vice-Chairperson
· Ernest Abate, Member
· Kenneth Bernhard, Member
· Jaclyn Bernstein, Member
· Rebecca Doty, Member 
· Dennis Riley, Member
· Michael Rion, Member (attended the meeting via conference call)
· Sister Sally J. Tolles, Member

The following staff members of the OSE also attended the meeting:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director 
· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel

· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel
· Yolanda Perez, Acting Clerk
· Tara Scullen, Intern
· Meredith Trimble, Director of Education
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:

1. The Minutes of the April 24, 2008 regular meeting were presented to the Board for approval.   On the motion of Ms. Bernstein, seconded by Ms. Oresman and with the abstention of Kenneth Bernhard and Ernest Abate, the Board voted seven (7) to zero (0) to approve the minutes with a correction noted by Mr. Bernhard. 
Correction was made to the April 24, 2008 meeting minutes to reflect the correct number of votes taken on a motion to decline the counter settlement offer in the matter of Commonwealth Restaurant Group, Docket No. 2008-UL30.  The correct vote was five (5) to two (2).
2. Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski presented the Board with the Draft Advisory Opinion, “Application of the Code of Ethics for Public Officials to a member of the Connecticut Health and Educational Facilities Authority Board;” RAO 5722.
Discussion took place regarding the request which lead to the Draft Advisory Opinion.  In that request, several questions were asked concerning a CHEFA board member’s acquisition of CHEFA-issued bonds.
Assistant General Counsel Lewandowski noted a revision made to the Draft Advisory Opinion to “Part II of the Analysis Section and its Conclusion Revised on May 29, 2008.”
On the motion by Mr. Abate, seconded by Ms. Oresman, the Board voted nine (9) to zero (0) to approve the Draft Advisory Opinion, “Application of the Code of Ethics for Public Officials to a member of the Connecticut Health and Educational Facilities Authority Board;” RAO 5722.
3. General Counsel Housen presented the Board with a request from Thomas Donlon to waive the May 1, 2008 filing due date of the Statement of Financial Interests (SFI) due to a medical emergency.  The request was evidenced by medical records presented by Mr. Donlon.  General Counsel Housen cited the provision regarding impossibility which allows a waiver from filing the SFI in cases where it is impossible to comply with the requirement.  Mr. Donlon subsequently filed his required SFI on May 7, 2008.
On the motion by Mr. Bernhard, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted nine (9) to zero (0) to approve the request from Thomas Donlon.
4. The Enforcement Division Report was presented by Enforcement Officer Jones.  He reported that interviews are being conducted for a Legal Investigator position.  He also reported that the 1st quarter lobbyists’ filings have been completed and subsequent hearings on matters pending will be held on June 16, 2008.  Enforcement Officer Jones also reported that the OSE staff is still working with the SFI filing system.  He reported that 90% of the completed SFI forms have been received and also of the on-going effort to ensure that non-filers comply with the filing requirements.
On the motion by Ms. Oresman, seconded by Ms. Bernstein, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to appoint Mr. Riley as the hearing officer for the upcoming hearings on June 16, 2008.  Mr. Riley abstained.

Enforcement Officer Jones presented the Board with six (6) Enforcement Audits conducted by the Enforcement Division.  Discussion took place regarding corrective actions related to lobbyists’ violations and necessary follow-up actions.
On the motion by Mr. Bernhard, seconded by Ms. Oresman, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to accept and approve all Enforcement Audits.  Mr. Riley abstained.

5. Director Carson updated the Board on legislation.  She reported that the session ended with no action on the ethics bills.  Regarding the pension bill, which may be taken up at a Special Session of the General Assembly, she reported that this bill includes language that addresses certain procedural matters involving the Board.  She also reported on an amendment to the OSE’s technical bill that provides that it is not a violation of the code for a public official to accept or provide legal representation in connection with an ethics complaint proceeding prior to the commencement of a probable cause hearing with regards to any matter before the Enforcement Division.  She will keep the Board informed of any action taken on the bills.  Director Carson also reported on the formation of a municipal task force.  The OSE has been asked to give a presentation to the task force based on a 2006 report which was prepared by the OSE at the request of Representative Caruso.
6. General Counsel Housen presented the Board with the Legal Division Report.  She reported that the Legal Division had many requests for legal opinions due to the SFI filings and also fielded many FOI requests.
Discussion took place regarding the report on Requests for Staff Advice.
7. Ms. Trimble presented the Board with the Education Report.  She reported receiving calls from the press and that the majority of the calls were in relation to the State Marshals’ annual financial filings.  She also reported about the press picking up on recent enforcement actions.  Ms. Trimble informed of the potential use of CT-N in response to a suggestion by Mr. Riley.  She reported on another suggestion made by Mr. Riley to reach out to the public schools.  The OSE has a commitment to talk to 250 8th graders in addition to hosting an afternoon conference for state employees which will create a nicely rounded ethics day set for September 26, 2008.  Regarding the advertising of the conference, she reported that a flyer will be included in state employees’ paychecks.  She also reported on the taping of the new training DVD on Part 1 of the Code of Ethics.
8. Director Carson presented the Board with the Executive Director’s report.  She reported regarding the budget’s encumbering and spending of monies for the end of the fiscal year.   She also reported that close to $400,000 is going to be rolled over into next year’s IT initiative budget and used to update the SFI and lobbyists computer filing system.  Regarding office operations, Director Carson reported that the office has a new appearance and a new telephone system.  She reported on the transfer of the OSE computer system from a Novell server to a DOIT server.  She informed the Board that a new recording system will be used to record future meetings.  Director Carson also stated that all of the fiscal responsibilities will be transitioned in-house from the DAS SMART team by July 1, 2008.  She informed the Board that she and the staff are updating policies including the ethics policy to ensure a good model for other state agencies to adopt, a new Intern manual, a state-wide violence prevention policy and the integration of a threat assessment team.  Ms. Carson discussed the status of personnel hiring.
On the motion by Sister Tolles, seconded by Ms. Oresman, the Board voted nine (9) to zero (0) to add to the agenda the report from the Subcomittee regarding the Draft Advisory Opinion “Caucus Attorneys’ Representation of Legislation in Ethics Enforcement Actions.

9. Sister Tolles reported that the 4 members of the Subcommittee did not reach a resolution or mutually acceptable language regarding the draft opinion “Caucus Attorneys’ Representation of Legislation in Ethics Enforcement Actions.”  She also reported that two members of the Subcommittee favored the draft opinion as written and two favored making changes to it.  She stated that the subcommittee recommended that the opinion be added to next month’s meeting agenda in order to have full Board participation.
On the motion by Ms. Bernstein, seconded by Ms. Oresman, the Board voted nine (9) to zero (0) to move into Closed Session to discuss a confidential ethics complaint.
Enforcement Officer Jones recused himself from the closed session.

The Board returned to public session.
On the motion by Ms. Oresman, seconded by Mr. Abate, and with Mr. Riley abstaining, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to move into Executive Session to discuss pending litigation in matters scheduled for the June 16, 2008 hearing.

Mr. Riley left the room.  The Board moved into Executive Session at 2:00 p.m.

The following individuals attended the executive session:
Robert Worgaftik, Chairman
Enid Oresman, Vice-Chairperson
Ernest Abate, Member

Kenneth Bernhard, Member
Jaclyn Bernstein, Member

Rebecca Doty, Member 
Michael Rion, Member (attended the meeting via conference call)

Sister Sally J. Tolles, Member

Carol Carson, Director

Barbara Housen, General Counsel

Thomas K. Jones, Enforcement Officer

The Board moved back into regular session at 2:30 p.m.  Mr. Riley did not return to the meeting.

On the motion by Mr. Bernhard, seconded by Mr. Abate, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to add to the agenda  Docket #2008-30UL.  Ms. Bernstein abstained.
On the Motion by Mr. Bernhard, seconded by Mr. Abate, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to reject the counter settlement offer in the amount of $2.50 per day and to maintain the offer of $5.00 per day for Docket #2008-30UL.  Ms. Bernstein abstained.
On the motion by Mr. Bernhard seconded by Mr. Abate, the Board voted nine (9) to zero (0) to add to the agenda Docket #2008-1A
On the motion by Mr. Bernhard, seconded by Mr. Abate, the Board voted in favor to settle the matter for $500.00 for Docket #2008-1A
The Board adjourned the meeting at 3:00 p.m.

Prepared by:  Yolanda Perez, Acting Clerk, Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board

Approved on:   
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