Office of State Ethics Policy Regarding 
Press Access to Hearings 

Pursuant to Connecticut General Statutes § 1-226 (b) 
, the Connecticut Office of State Ethics adopts the following press policy regarding hearings
.
Access

In accordance with Connecticut General Statues § 1-226 (a)
, any meeting (which includes a hearing) or proceeding of the Office of State Ethics that is open to the public may be recorded, photographed, broadcast or recorded for broadcast – subject to the following guidelines – by any person or by any newspaper, radio broadcasting company or television broadcasting company.
Policy Governing Recording, Photography and Use of Broadcasting Equipment

In general, the photographer or broadcaster and its personnel, or the person recording the proceedings, shall handle the photographing, broadcast or recording as inconspicuously as possible and in such a manner as not to disturb the proceedings. 
To maintain the integrity of the hearing proceedings, the Office of State Ethics imposes some limitations on photographers, video camera operators and other media who wish to electronically record portions of a hearing that is open to the public.  The following restrictions are applicable to all hearings, unless specifically waived, amended or supplemented by the Hearing Officer.

Video cameras must be positioned where they will not disturb or interfere with the proceedings, and must use available light.  They may be positioned or moved only during breaks in the hearing (i.e., prior to or at the conclusion of the hearing session, or during recesses).  Videocassettes may be changed only during breaks or pauses in the hearing (e.g., between witnesses).  Video cameras may not record bench conferences, conferences between attorneys and clients, conferences between the Hearing Officer and counsel, and conferences between the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (when sitting as a jury) and its counsel.
Still cameras must use available light.  Flash may not be used at any time.  Photographers must position themselves where they will not disturb or interfere with the proceedings, and may change position only during breaks in the hearing (i.e., prior to or at the conclusion of the hearing session, or during recesses).  Film and lenses may be changed only during breaks in the hearing.  Pictures may not be taken during bench conferences, conferences between attorneys and clients, conferences between the Hearing Officer and counsel, and conferences between the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (when sitting as a jury) and its counsel.  The Hearing Officer may, at any time and entirely at his or her discretion, determine that a camera is not mechanically silent or is otherwise disturbing or interfering with proceedings, and is therefore subject to limitations on its use.

Audio Recordings.  Microphones must be positioned where they will not disturb or interfere with the proceedings.  Microphones must be positioned where they will not record bench conferences, conferences between attorneys and clients, conferences between the Hearing Officer and counsel, and conferences between the Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (when sitting as a jury) and its counsel.  Microphone position may only be changed during breaks in the hearing (i.e., prior to or at the conclusion of the hearing or during recesses).  Audiotapes may be changed only during breaks or pauses in the hearing (e.g., between witnesses).  

The Hearing Officer may, at any time during the course of the hearing and entirely at his or her discretion, prohibit the use of cameras and electronic equipment, or impose additional restrictions on their use.  

� Sec. 1-226 (b)  Any such public agency may adopt rules governing such recording, photography or the use of such broadcasting equipment for radio and television stations but, in the absence of the adoption of such rules and regulations by such public agency prior to the meeting, such recording, photography or the use of such radio and television equipment shall be permitted as provided in subsection (a) of this section.


� Sec. 1-200 (2) includes a “hearing” in the definition of a public meeting.





� Sec. 1-226 (a)  At any meeting of a public agency which is open to the public, pursuant to the provisions of section 1-225, proceedings of such public agency may be recorded, photographed, broadcast or recorded for broadcast, subject to such rules as such public agency may have prescribed prior to such meeting, by any person or by any newspaper, radio broadcasting company or television broadcasting company.  Any recording, radio, television or photographic equipment may be so located within the meeting room as to permit the recording, broadcasting either by radio, or by television, or by both, or the photographing of the proceedings of such public agency.  The photographer or broadcaster and its personnel, or the person recording the proceedings, shall be required to handle the photographing, broadcast or recording as inconspicuously as possible and in such manner as not to disturb the proceedings of the public agency.  As used herein the term television shall include the transmission of visual and audible signals by cable.





