Minutes

January 24, 2008
The Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board (“Board”) of the Office of State Ethics (“OSE”) held a Regular Meeting on Thursday, January 24, 2008 at 1:00 p.m., in its Conference Room, 2nd floor, 18-20 Trinity Street, Hartford, CT 06106.
Chairperson Robert Worgaftik called the meeting to order at 1:07 p.m.
The following members of the Board were present:
· Robert Worgaftik, Chairperson
· Enid Oresman, Vice-Chairperson

· Jaclyn Bernstein

· Sister Sally J. Tolles
· Dennis Riley
· Kenneth Bernhard

· Michael Rion

The following member of the Board participated via telephone:

· Rebecca Doty
The following OSE staff members attended the meeting:

· Carol Carson, Executive Director 

· Barbara Housen, General Counsel

· Cynthia Isales, Assistant General Counsel

· Thomas K. Jones, Ethics Enforcement Officer
· Peter Lewandowski, Assistant General Counsel
· Brian O’Dowd, Assistant General Counsel

· Iris E. D’Oleo-Edwin, Clerk
The following topics were addressed during the meeting:

1. The Minutes from the December 27, 2008 regular meeting were presented to the Board for approval.   On the motion of Mr. Rion, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to approve the minutes as amended.
2. The Minutes from the January 7, 2008 special meeting were presented to the Board for approval.  On the motion of Mr. Rion, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to approve the minutes as amended.
3. The Minutes from the January 14, 2008 regular meeting were presented to the Board for approval.   On the motion of Ms. Bernstein, seconded by Ms. Oresman, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to approve the minutes as amended.
4. Attorney O’Dowd reported on the Draft Advisory Opinion, “Caucus Attorney’s Representation of Legislators in Ethics Enforcement Actions.”  He informed the Board that caucus attorneys were present and wanted to request a postponement of the advisory opinion.  The presence of representatives of the Senate Republican and Democratic Caucuses was noted.
Attorney Jennifer Macierowski, from the Senate Republican Caucus, requested postponement of consideration of the opinion in order to fully review and respond.
On the motion of Mr. Riley, seconded by Sister Tolles, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to postpone review of the draft advisory opinion until the regular upcoming March meeting and to accept written comments about the opinion through February 28. 
Attorney Joseph Quinn, representing the Office of the Senate Majority Leader, addressed the Board regarding protocol for an upcoming advisory opinion and sought assurance that caucus counsel would have opportunity to address the Board when that opinion is considered by the Board.

Attorney Quinn was reassured by Attorney Housen that the CEAB would not prohibit input or feedback from them when the opinion was considered. 

Mr. Worgaftik asked Ms. Carson and Attorney Housen to draft a protocol establishing time lines for releasing and receiving public responses for all future advisory opinions and he asked that the protocol be placed on the OSE website once it is reviewed by the Board at its February meeting.
Mr. Worgaftik entertained a motion to add to the agenda the discussion of pending claims with respect to enforcement matters pursuant to §1-82a.  On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Ms. Bernstein, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) in favor.

On the motion of Mr. Riley, seconded by Ms. Bernstein, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to enter Executive Session at 1:25 p.m. to discuss pending litigation and enforcement proceedings subject to General Statute §1-82 and 1-82a.
The Board entered Executive Session and thereafter reconvened to public session at 1:40 p.m.
5. Attorney Jones presented the Board with the Enforcement Division Report.
He informed the Board that OSE underwent its annual lobbyist filing period.  Enforcement letters have been sent out to non-filers and follow-up letters will be sent regarding compliance of filings to individuals who failed to register.  Hearings will be scheduled for those who fail to comply.  He also informed the Board of letters sent to department heads asking to identify people who are required to file SFI forms. 

Attorney Jones introduced new proposed SFI forms and stressed the importance of having the new forms in place, coded and on line in order to make it easier for individuals to file. Changes to the SFI forms were addressed and noted.  Attorney Jones also presented the Board with the changes made to the Marshal SFI form.
Mr. Worgaftik entertained a motion to accept and approve the new Statement of Financial Interests forms.  On the motion by Ms. Bernstein, seconded by Mr. Rion, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) in favor.
6. Attorney Jones presented the Board with the proposed changes to the Lobbyist Registration forms.  Discussion took place regarding the procedure for filing the forms (ETH-1A and ETH-1B), and the incorporation of electronic signatures.
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Ms. Bernstein, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to accept and approve the new Lobbyist Registration forms, 
7. Attorney Jones reported that OSE had one audit this month, Registrar of Voters Association of CT (ROVAC) and that there were no findings.
On the motion by Mr. Riley, seconded by Mr. Rion, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) to accept the Audit Report of ROVAC, 
8. Ms. Carson reported on the Legislative Proposals for the 2008 Legislative Session.  She recommended that the Board set up a subcommittee to deal with legislation; and, in light of the issue raised that the Board may be considering an advisory opinion that concerns an issue in the legislative package, Ms. Carson sought authority to not put the legislative package forward as a single proposal but, with the advice of the subcommittee, to split up the items and present them individually as appropriate.
Discussion took place regarding the proposed legislation.  Mr. Bernhard described the deadline to make proposals and the legislative process that occurs once proposals are submitted to the legislature.
Mr. Worgaftik entertained a motion to take a vote to add an item to the agenda regarding the legislative package.  On the motion by Mr. Rion, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) in favor.
Mr. Worgaftik entertained a motion to give Ms. Carson flexibility on how the proposals are presented to the legislature.  On the motion by Sister Tolles, seconded by Mr. Riley, the Board voted eight (8) to zero (0) in favor.
9. Barbara Housen presented the Board with the Legal Division Report.

Discussion took place regarding a conference attended by Attorney Housen and Ms. Carson where they had the opportunity to meet and answer questions from lobbyists.  Attorney Jones reported that the staff is planning a pre-session meeting with lobbyists next week at the State Capitol.
   10. 
Ms. Carson presented the Board with her oral report.  She reported that OSE is currently being audited and that the audit will assist OSE in moving forward.  She also reported, on the continuing effort to hire additional staff, the changes that will occur both to the office structure and to the OSE program. 
Regarding the legislative proposals, she further reported on her efforts to meet with key persons to move OSE’s proposals forward.  She also reported that OSE will replace the office telephone system.  Finally, she reported that she is on the Program Committee of the Council on Governmental Ethics Laws and that a conference is being held in December.  Information will be forthcoming for those interested.
The Board adjourned the meeting at 2:44 p.m.
Prepared by:  Yolanda Perez, Office Assistant, Office of State Ethics

Submitted by:   Iris D’Oleo-Edwin, Clerk, Citizen’s Ethics Advisory Board

Approved:  
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