[image: image1.jpg]EASTERN TRADE GOUNGIL

EASTERN TRADE COUNCIL





export Trade mission
Whether you already are in Poland and the Czech Republic or are just considering expanding your business into these important markets, participation in this regional trade initiative can help you achieve your objectives. 

“What a phenomenal and wonderful experience!  ETC and the US Commercial staff did an outstanding job for us, setting up more than 14 customer meetings.  The customers were well qualified and reflect exactly the type of clients with whom we would like to establish business.  Our follow up is already under way and I will continue to report on successes.”  

“Our most important objective was to meet customers who would be capable of purchasing and / or distributing our product in Poland and beyond.  This mission exceeded our expectations.”  -- Kimberly Adair Lohr, Export Sales, Wild Apple Graphics (VT)
This Trade Mission is sponsored by the Eastern Trade Council (ETC). The ETC is comprised of the following States: Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont and Puerto Rico. The purpose of the ETC is to promote regional export promotion and cooperation between its member States. 

For more information:  www.easterntradecouncil.org
MISSION BENEFITS

· Customized one-on-one business appointments: Customized individual business appointments will be scheduled for participants in two important commercial centers in:  Warsaw & Prague. These business meetings will be scheduled based on information provided by the participating company regarding their market objectives. Companies will visit the cities where the best business matches can be found for their products or services.  Interpreter service is also included.

· In-country market research and telemarketing: Industry Specialists of the U.S. Foreign Commercial Service will conduct market research in-country.

· 
In-country promotional campaign: Extensive marketing and promotional campaigns will be conducted to promote the export mission in both countries.
· Receptions for business partners: Receptions will be hosted in both Warsaw & Prague by Senior U.S. diplomats. Business leaders, dignitaries and potential business partners will be invited to these functions.
· Ground transportation: Airport-hotel-airport transportation provided in Warsaw & Prague and to all group and meeting functions.

· Background briefings:  Country briefings will be held for participants in Warsaw & Prague.  This briefing will provide an overview of current economic and political conditions in both countries as well as cultural and social practices.

COST:

Company Mission Participation fee: $3,000.00 - Underwrites the cost of the mission benefits.   Deadline for submission is March 15, 2006. 


Estimate of accommodation and air transportation costs:  
Coach class airfare: $1,100.00.   This is an estimate.  Price not guaranteed until purchased.

Hotels:   $220 per night for 6 nights=$1,320.00  



Why Poland and the Czech Republic?

With a population of 39 million, Poland's market potential is very promising. Many western European firms have recognized this potential and have already expanded operations and sales in Poland.  Poland’s accession to the European Union makes it a top market for expansion opportunities for US exporters and large companies.  Over the next 10 years, Poland is expected to receive around 11 billion Euros in funding.

Poland also is a priority market for the US government because Poland has used its NATO role to show tight solidarity with US policies.  The US government wants to support Poland's further economic development, but as Poland has reached the middle income group of countries this must be done through stimulating private sector ties, rather than through aid.  

The Czech Republic is one of the most stable and prosperous of the post-Communist states of Central and Eastern Europe.  Since the Velvet Revolution in 1989, the Czech Republic has transformed itself into a western-oriented market economy with more than 80 percent of enterprises in private hands. The economic outlook for 2006 is modestly positive, based on continued inflows of foreign investment and growing consumer demand, but more robust growth depends on higher demand in key export markets and completion of a number of key reforms to keep the economy competitive. 

The Czech Republic is geographically small, with 10 percent of the population and most decision-makers concentrated in the capital city of Prague. It is a market where good personal relationships are crucial, and everyone seems to know everyone else. U.S. firms attempting, from a distance, to build the close network of contacts and relationships needed to penetrate this market will usually find it to be a time-consuming and costly process. The ETC mission provides the vehicle to finding Czech partners.
KEY INDUSTRY SECTORS 

· Defense related industries

· Pollution Control Equipment & Environmental Technology

· Automotive parts & equipment

· Travel & Tourism services

· Security & Safety

· Computer services, software and peripherals

· General Industrial equipment

· Medical equipment

· Sporting goods/recreational equipment


For More Information please contact: 
Laura Jaworski, Trade Specialist, Connecticut Dept. of Economic and Community Development

Phone:  860/270-8068   E-mail: laura.jaworski@po.state.ct.us  Web site:  www.decd.org 

export Trade mission

  
FAX REPLY FORM

Please fax to:  Laura Jaworski - Fax:  860/270-8016

YOUR COMPANY INFORMATION 


 Yes.  I would like more information on the export mission to Poland & 

the Czech Republic.

Name:




Title:




Company:

Address:


City/Zip:


Phone:



  Fax: 


Web Site:

  Email: 

Product or

  Service



Please note: Companies will be accepted on a first-come, first-served basis.

The number of mission participants is limited to 10.

Deadline for submission of applications:  March 15, 2006
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