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· Harmonized Tariff Schedule Changes for 2007:  Effective January 1, 2007, the U.S. International Trade Commission (www.usitc.gov) will post on its website an electronic version of the 2007 Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS).  This version will include all changes occurring since the posting of the 2006 HTS, but likely will NOT include amendments recommended by the World Customs Organization (WCO) for implementation on January 1, 2007.  The amendments cover approximately 240 headings within 87 of the 93 chapters of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the U.S. (HTSUS).  Draft changes to the HTSUS are posted at: www.usitc.gov/tata/hts, by clicking on “Changes to the HTSA”.  These amendments will likely be delayed until late January or February 2007.

· Durban Airport--$355 Million Contract Awarded:  A new international airport facility will be constructed at La Mercy, near Durban in the Kwazulu-Natal Province of South Africa.  The project, which is estimated to cost at least $355 million, was awarded to the Ilembe Consortium on December 18, 2006.  The new airport is to be completed in time for the 2010 FIFA World Cup.  The new airport will also include a tradeport incorporating agrizones, a cyberport, an electronics trading port, and light manufacturing.  There are significant prospects for U.S. Companies in the fields of: Architectural Services and Multimodal Logistics Management; Civil Engineering and Project Management; Safety, Fire and Security; Airport Terminal Building, Apron and Runways; ICT; Passenger Services and Retail; Ground Support Equipment and Passenger Transport Systems; Luggage Handling Systems and Control Tower, Air Traffic Control, and Instrument Landing Systems.  Contact the Middletown Export Assistance Center for more information on this opportunity.

· Trademark Applications Online— The United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO) has recently announced its Trademark Electronic Application System (TEAS), which allows you to fill out a form, check it for completeness, and then submit the form directly to the USPTO over the internet, making an official filing on-line.  See http://www.uspto.gov/teas/index.html for more information.  

· EU Chemicals Policy—REACH Legislation: REACH is a major reform of EU chemicals policy. REACH will affect all global supply chains that produce and use chemicals. U.S. exporters to Europe should carefully consider this proposed piece of EU environmental legislation. REACH adoption is imminent. REACH could become law in the 25 Member States of the EU as early as 2007.  To prepare, U.S. exporters to Europe should visit www.buyusa.gov/europeanunion/reach.html, which includes official EU documents and U.S. government reports and provides links to other useful sources of information. It also includes a list of business service providers offering consulting or legal advice for REACH compliance.

· WTO Technical Barriers to Trade:  Notify U.S. for U.S. businesses is a free, web-based information service developed and operated by the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), which is designed to disseminate World Trade Organization Agreement on Technical Barriers to Trade notifications.  Features include e-mail notifications of changes to domestic and foreign technical regulations for industrial products (including packaging, marking, and labeling), as well as complete texts of proposed regulations for review and comment.  More info at: notifyus@nist.gov. 
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· European Market Entry:  Companies interested in entering the European market who would like a review of their product’s export potential should consider participating in Quicktake.  Up to 28 U.S. Commercial Service Specialists monitoring priority industry sectors across Europe will review your product’s export potential in their respective markets and, in ten business days, give you a concise report covering current demand, future demand, competition, next steps and more.  For more information, visit www.buyusa.gov/quicktake. 

· Business.gov—Business.gov has recently been relaunched and now focuses primarily on compliance issues.  Managed by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), this federal government website locates information on a variety of business and compliance/regulatory issues.  Small and medium-sized businesses will find this website particularly useful, as it provides one point of reference for a wide variety of topics.  Business.gov also arranged by business area or industry sector.
The U.S. Department of Commerce’s Upcoming Trade Events:

~ Satellite 2007 (Telecommunications Eq.): Washington, DC, United States: Feb. 19-22, 2007. 

http://www.satellite2007.com/ ***
~ International Builders' Show (Architectural/Constr./Engineering SVC): Orlando, FL: Feb. 13-17, 2007  ***

~ United States, HAI Heli-Expo:  Orlando, Florida: March 1-3, 2007 

~ MEDTEC China: Guangzhou, China: March 6-8, 2007.  http://www.devicelink.com/expo/china05 

~ EXPO MANUFACTURA 2007:  Monterrey, Mexico: March 13-15, 2007.   http://www.ejkrause.com,   

http://www.expomanufactura.com.mx   

~ CTIA Wireless 2007:  Orlando, FL: March 27-29, 2007. http://www.ctiawireless.com/ ***

~ 2007 Seoul International Cosmetics & Beauty Expo: Cosmobeauty Seoul 2007: May 2-May 5, 2007.  Organized by 

Korea Cosmetic Association.  www.cosmobeautyseoul.com
 ~ Globalcomm 2007 (Electronic Commerce): Chicago, IL: June 17-20. http://www.globalcomm2007.com/index.cfm ***
***The International Buyer Program recruits more than 125,000 foreign buyers and distributors to 32 top U.S. trade shows per year.  U.S. Commercial Service trade specialists arrange meetings for U.S. exporters and international delegates and provide export counseling at the show’s International Business Center.  Attending these shows is an excellent opportunity for new foreign sales.
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Visit http://www.buyusa.gov/newengland/middletown.html and www.export.gov for the latest trade information.
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