Manufacturing Innovation Fund Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes
Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD)
June 9th, 2015
8:30 AM-10:00 AM
505 Hudson Street
Hartford, Connecticut

Attendance
· Board Members: Catherine Smith, John Zoldy, Danny DiPerna, Chris DiPentima, Don Balducci and John Harrity
· Board Members via Phone: Colin Cooper, Todd Pihl
· Quorum: Yes
Others Present: Bernice Zampano, Elliot Ginsberg, Susan Palisano, Vinnie Valente, Kathy Marioni, Jennifer Herz, Tracey Ariel, Carmen Molina-Rios, and Ben Arsenault

Minutes
Meeting called to order by Chair, Commissioner Catherine Smith at 8:36 am.  

Public Meeting:
1. Commissioner gave welcoming remark and lead group introductions. 
2. Commissioner motioned to approve minutes for May 20th meeting. Chris DiPentima approves, John Zoldy seconds, and all were in favor.  Minutes approved.
3. Apprenticeship Update by Chris DiPentima and Danny DiPerna 
Chris DiPentima walked through the apprenticeship budget and procedures and guild lines. DOL stated that their administration fee projected to be under $600,000. The board came to an agreement of a maximum of 5 apprenticeships to per company.  
Commissioner Smith motioned to vote on the following 3 items together: Apprenticeship budget, procedures and guidelines and the wage subsidy. Danny DiPerna approved, Chris DiPentima approved, All in Favor, Yes.   
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Dream it Do it Young Manufacturing Summer Boot Camp: Susan Palisano from CCAT gave an overview on the program designed to excite Jr High students to learn about the manufacturing sector. This year, CCAT plans to run 4 camps in CT. Manchester, Hartford, East Hartford and one TBD. Commissioner Smith offers to fund up to 7 sites around Connecticut for this year. The board suggests Middletown, Groton, Waterbury and South Windsor for additional towns for the camp.  Commissioner Smith Motions to fund $250,000 for 7 Young Manufacturing Summer Boot Camp sites for this summer. John Zoldy approved, Chris DiPentima seconds, All in Favor Yes. 
5. New MIF Ideas: Commissioner Smith provided a recap on what the MIF has accomplished: Voucher Program, IWT, Apprenticeship, Dream it do it Boot Camp and C-Pace.
John Harrity suggested the fund should target Green Manufacturing.
Chris DiPentima suggested we should look to attracting out of State companies to CT and look into centralize all trade associations.
6. The next MIF board meeting will be on July 14th  
Commissioner Smith motioned to adjourn the meeting, John Harrity approved, John Zoldy seconds. All in Favor
Meeting Adjourned at 9:43am
