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Manufacturing

· Boeing has announced three new orders for its 777 passenger jet, bringing total orders for the year to date to 22, down from the 190 orders recorded at the same time last year.  The company said customers have canceled 32 planes, yielding a net loss of 10 orders so far this year.
· Bombardier’s narrow-body challenger to the Boeing 737 and Airbus A320 has won its first firm contract.  The company said Wednesday it has inked a $1.53 billion deal with Deutsche Lufthansa, which will buy 30 of the C-Series jets for its Swiss International Air Lines division.  Analysts say the order could give momentum to Bombardier’s development efforts.
· After two Boeing 777s lost engine thrust within a 12-month period, the National Transportation Safety Board is calling for a redesign of the Rolls-Royce engines installed on more than 200 of the jets worldwide.  Minus a major redesign, “We believe that there is a high probability of something similar happening again,” says acting NTSB Chairman Mark Rosenker. Rolls-Royce said last month it is already working on a new design for the engine which could be ready for installation next year.  About two-thirds of the 777s in use worldwide are powered by engines from GE or Pratt & Whitney, which are not subject to the NTSB recommendation.
Trade

· The 2009 Trade Policy Agenda and 2008 Annual Report of the President on the Trade Agreements Program were submitted to Congress.  The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) is responsible for the report, and the report includes an annex listing of trade agreements entered into by the U.S. since 1984.  For more information, please visit http://ustr.gov/Document_Library/Reports_Publications/2009/2009_Trade_Policy_Agenda/Section_Index.html. 
· The Senate overwhelmingly approved the nomination of USTR designee Ron Kirk as the nation’s 16th trade representative.  As United States Trade Representative (USTR), Kirk is member of President Obama’s Cabinet and serves as the President’s principal trade advisor, negotiator and spokesperson on trade issues.  He is the first African American to serve in the post.  Kirk is the former mayor of Dallas, Texas.
· The U.S. trade deficit decreased to $36.0 billion in January from $39.9 billion (revised) in December, as imports decreased more than exports.
Regional

Connecticut

· The Department of Labor announced that the Connecticut economy lost 3,600 jobs in January.  In the twelve months from January 2008 to January 2009, the state lost 38,300 jobs, or 2% of the total.  The state’s unemployment rate in January was 7.3%.  
North America
· As the White House Office of Management and Budget negotiates with the Defense Department over budget trade-offs, sources say the administration is planning to delay an aerial refueling tanker by five years while dropping the ax on a long-range bomber to replace the venerable B-52.
· The Pentagon’s 2010 supplemental will include only $20 billion for procurement, sources tell Defense News, compared to $60 billion in 2009.  By 2011, that figure is expected to be zero. Pet projects from every service are facing the ax, including the Air Force-run Transformational Communications Satellite, the Marines’ Expeditionary Fighting Vehicle, parts of the Army’s Future Combat Systems and at least one Navy aircraft carrier. The F-22 and F/A-18 will likely see limited production through 2013, while the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter program could be accelerated.
· The Defense Department is looking to shave 2% to 3% from this year’s $181.2 billion weapons procurement budget, according to Kevin Scheid, the Pentagon’s deputy comptroller.  The cuts in fiscal year 2010 would be a prelude to deeper cuts in 2011, based on the findings of the Quadrennial Defense Review, due for completion in August.
· The Commerce Department reported that the economy shrank at a 6.3% annual pace at the end of 2008, the worst showing in a quarter-century, and a bit faster than the 6.2% drop estimated a month ago.  Many economists project the economy is contracting in the current quarter at a 5 to 6% pace, still very weak by historical standards, but slightly better than the end of last year.
