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MANUFACTURING 

• Turkish Airlines’ new airliner fleet will have engines made by a consortium in which Pratt & 
Whitney is a partner, a deal that would value Pratt’s share of the order at about $165 million, Pratt 
said.  International Aero Engines (IAE) was chosen to supply its V2500 turbofans to power the 
national carrier of Turkey’s firm order for 20 Airbus A320 airliners, plus options for 10 more.  
Along with Pratt, IAE is comprised of Rolls-Royce, the Japanese Aero Engines Corp. and MTU 
Aero Engines. 

• Supporters of Northrop Grumman’s bid to build the new Air Force tankers went to Washington, 
D.C., to court congressional support for a plan to split the initial 179-airplane, $35 billion order 
between Northrop and Boeing. Northrop has argued that the competition is stacked in favor of 
Boeing’s cheaper 767 tankers.  Washington Governor Christine Gregoire announced a nine-state 
coalition to urge the Pentagon to keep its business in the U.S. and give the contract to Boeing.  If 
Northrop won all or some of the business, the company would assemble the tankers in Mobile, 
Alabama, in a joint venture with Airbus parent company EADS. 

• Republic Airways said Thursday it will spend $3.1 billion on CSeries jets from Canadian 
manufacturer Bombardier, becoming the first U.S. customer for the narrow-body aircraft seen as 
a challenge to market leaders Boeing and Airbus. The 40-plane order from Republic “shows that 
there’s momentum” to replace aging fleets of single-aisle aircraft, according to a Bombardier 
executive. Both Boeing and Airbus are weighing new engines for their narrow-body offerings in 
order to compete with the cost savings offered by the CSeries. 

• United Airlines has finalized an order for 25 Boeing 787 Dreamliners valued at some $4.2 billion 
at list prices. United still has options on 50 more 787s, and deliveries are scheduled to begin in 
2016. 

TRADE 
• The U.S. Senate confirmed Suresh Kumar to serve as Assistant Secretary of Commerce and 

Director General of the U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service. On the same day, the Senate 
confirmed Nicole Y. Lamb-Hale as Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Manufacturing and 
Services. 

• U.S. and East African trade and development officials discussed implementation of the United 
States-East African Community (EAC) Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA). 
The TIFA provides a forum for advancing cooperation on trade and investment issues between 
the U.S. and the five EAC member states - Burundi, Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania and Uganda. The 
meetings were the first held under the TIFA’s bilateral Trade and Investment Council (TIFA 
Council), which identifies opportunities and provides a forum for addressing challenges in the 
U.S.-EAC trade and investment relationship. 

• U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk signed a U.S.-Canada agreement on government 
procurement. The new agreement provides for permanent U.S. access to Canadian provincial and 
territorial procurement contracts in accordance with the WTO Government Procurement 
Agreement (GPA). In addition, the agreement enables American companies to compete for 
Canadian provincial and municipal construction contracts not covered by the GPA through 
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September 2011.  The U.S. will provide reciprocal access for Canadian companies to 37 states 
already covered by the GPA and a limited number of Recovery Act programs. 

 
REGIONAL 
 
CONNECTICUT 

• In 2009, Connecticut’s annual export commodities decreased 8.43%, from a record high of 
$15.31 billion to $14.02 billion.  There is a demonstrated consistency among the state’s top 
export commodities.  Connecticut’s top five export commodities were (1) aircraft, spacecraft and 
parts thereof; (2) industrial machinery, including computers; (3) electric machinery, sound 
equipment, TV equipment, parts; (4) optic, photo, medical or surgical instruments and (5) cereals.  
2009 was unusual in that Connecticut’s customary top trade partner, Canada, was dethroned from 
the top spot.  The state’s new top export partner was France.  Rounding out the state’s other top 
trade partners were Canada, Germany, Mexico, China, the United Kingdom, Korea, Singapore, 
Japan and Saudi Arabia, ranking 2-10, respectively.   

 
NORTH AMERICA 

• The U.S. unemployment rate dropped in January to 9.7% from 10% while employers shed 20,000 
jobs.  The Connecticut unemployment rate is 8.9%.  All told, the Great Recession has eliminated 
8.4 million jobs, the U.S. Department of Labor reports.  

ASIA  
• The aerospace industry is reacting with concern to a threat from China to impose sanctions 

against American groups involved in a deal to sell $6.4 billion in arms to Taiwan. The deal would 
involve Black Hawk helicopters, Patriot missiles and other systems provided by Boeing, United 
Technologies, Lockheed Martin and Raytheon. Giovanni Bisignani, director-general of the 
International Air Transport Association, is calling for talks between Beijing and Washington on 
the matter.  China’s vow to retaliate against U.S. companies involved in arms sales to Taiwan is a 
sign of the mainland’s increasingly aggressive foreign policy, experts say. China previously 
targeted the U.S. government over its Taiwan policy, not individual companies that have no 
choice but to fulfill orders under the U.S. Foreign Military Sales Program. Defense firms are 
trying to downplay the potential clash. 


