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MANUFACTURING 
• Sikorsky Aircraft and Lockheed Martin are expected to announce today that they will team up to 

bid on a new fleet of presidential helicopters. Winning back the contract that it held for decades 
would be a major win for Sikorsky, which lost out to Lockheed and AgustaWestland in 2005. 

• EADS will re-enter the competition to supply the U.S. Air Force with refueling tankers.  In early 
March, it appeared that a Boeing-Pratt partnership might be the only bidder for the refueling 
tanker contract.  EADS’ partner in the previous competition, Northrop Grumman, said it wouldn’t 
compete again.   

• Defense contractor Northrop Grumman says it will move its headquarters from Los Angeles to 
the Virginia suburbs of Washington, D.C., to be closer to its customers in the government. The 
company announced its plans to move across the country by 2011 in January, and, while it was 
also considering sites in Maryland, Northrop settled on Virginia, with the site expected to be 
either in western Fairfax County, near Washington Dulles International Airport, or the Crystal 
City area of Arlington, VA.   

 
TRADE 

• The Office of the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) transmitted to Congress the 2010 National 
Trade Estimate Report that describes significant barriers to U.S. trade and investment faced in the 
last year. Removal of these barriers would create opportunities to expand exports and support 
American jobs.  The USTR also delivered two new, related reports focusing specifically on 
sanitary and phytosanitary barriers and technical barriers to trade that harm the ability of 
America’s agricultural producers and manufacturers to export around the world.  

• U.S. Trade Representative Ron Kirk announced the results of the 2010 annual Section 1377 
review. The report of the 1377 Review identifies barriers facing U.S. telecommunications service 
and equipment suppliers, evaluates progress toward resolving ongoing problems, and identifies 
specific telecommunications-related issues on which USTR will focus its monitoring and 
enforcement efforts this year. This year’s report focuses on a broad range of concerns, including: 
fixed and mobile call termination rates; issues with major suppliers; and issues affecting 
telecommunications equipment trade. The report also discusses other issues, including China’s 
lack of transparency with respect to development and adoption of standards and regulation. 

• Defense Secretary Robert Gates called for a single licensing agency for the export of weapons 
and other high-tech goods this week to replace what he called a “byzantine amalgam” of 
bureaucracies that currently run the system and block arms sales to allies while giving foreign 
manufacturers an advantage. 

• The U.S. international trade deficit increased to $39.7 billion in February from $37.0 billion 
(revised) in January, as imports increased more than exports. 
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