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EASTERN TRADE COUNCIL

CHINA BUSINESS MATCHMAKING TRADE MISSION
May 14 – May 24, 2005

The Eastern Trade Council (ETC), sponsors of this trade mission, is comprised of the following States: Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont and Puerto Rico. The purpose of the ETC is to promote regional export promotion and cooperation between its member States.  For more information about the ETC, please visit the group’s website at www.easterntradecouncil.org.  

Currently, China is the world's fifth largest trading entity; the Chinese economy grew 9 percent in 2003.  With a population of 1.3 billion, China represents an emerging and dynamic market.  Despite the economic downturn elsewhere, China remains one of the fastest growing economies in the world, and is predicted to become the world's largest economic center by the year 2030. 
· Total Northeast exports to China in 2003 equaled $3,537,239,714, reflecting a 32.49% increase over the total value of Northeast exports in 2002.
· On a year-to-date basis, growth in exports of 33.58% have already been realized, with total Northeast exports for year-to-date October 2004 figures showing a value of $3,824,346,383. 
· Major export industry sectors for the region include: industrial machinery, including computers; electric machinery; sound equipment; TV, optical and photo equipment; medical/surgical instruments; iron and steel.  
·  With China’s recent WTO entry, winning the bid to host the 2008 Olympics in Beijing and the 2010 world expo in Shanghai, there are many opportunities awaiting Northeast companies.
The mission will: 

· Assist U.S. companies to pursue export and other new business opportunities in China by introducing them to key host government decision-making officials and to potential private enterprise business partners.  Contacts will also be provided for U.S. companies interested in joint venture entrepreneurs. 

· Assist new-to-market firms to gain access to and understanding of the Chinese market.  Promote new business for U.S. companies already operating in China.

ETC will provide U.S. companies a fast and practical channel into the China market. Our trade representative in China, Oriamer LLC, will arrange customized business meetings for participants based on information provided by the participating company and in accordance of their market objectives as well as provide for some cultural activities.  

WHO SHOULD ATTEND

The mission will concentrate on the following sectors.  

Target Industry Sectors:  Bio-Pharma; Hospital Services; Medical Devices; Manufacturing; Construction Equipment and Services; Heavy Machinery and Manufacturing; Computer Technology; Automotive Parts; Energy/Power (Petroleum/Electrical) Supply and Distribution; Clean Energy and Environmental Technology; Port/Shipping; Forestry/Wildlife Conservation and Monitoring.

Participation is not limited to these sectors.  All export-ready companies with a business interest in the China market are encouraged to participate on the mission.

WHAT TO EXPECT

This trade mission covers major cities in China and provides a great opportunity to investigate marketing opportunities and to build relationships with important government and business leaders in those areas. It will focus on matchmaking between mission participants and their Chinese counterparts from Gansu, Shaanxi and Sichuan Provinces. 

REGISTRATION

All registration forms must be completed and returned with full payment by March 18, 2005.  A $500 deposit will secure the reservation.  To obtain a registration package please contact: 

Laura Jaworski

State of Connecticut

Department of Economic and Community Development

505 Hudson Street, 3rd Floor 

Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Phone: 860/270-8068

Fax: 860/270-8016

Laura.Jaworski@po.state.ct.us
PARTICIPATION FEE

A fee of $3,000 will apply for each company representative.  This fee entitles you to participate in all aspects of the business program, including seminars, hospitality events and ground transportation to and from business program events (where applicable).

The participation fee specifically includes: all domestic coach airfare and airport taxes; airport construction taxes; hotel accommodation; all meals (including banquets and receptions); matchmaking meetings (including translators and meeting sites); all ground transportation; admission fees; mission-related visits and cultural activities.

Please note that payment must be made by either a credit card, check or money order made payable to the “Eastern Trade Council”.  Your participation will be confirmed upon receipt of full payment.

Written notification to the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development is required for cancellation. Notice must be received no later then 12:00 noon on March 18, 2005.  Refunds will not be issued after that date.

TRANSPORTATION

Air and ground transportation within China are included in the participation fee.  It is your responsibility to make your own U.S. to China travel arrangements. 

To facilitate booking your travel from the U.S. to China, the Eastern Trade Council suggests you contact Travel and Transport.  Please call Tammy Reir at 402-399-4500 to book your tickets.   (Currently the lowest roundtrip airfare for coach class from JFK Airport is $938; from Boston it is $1,248.)  Please reference the Eastern Trade Council when making your booking.

Please ensure that you book your flights early. Your passport should be signed and valid for at least six months beyond the date of your return (with available empty pages.)

PASSPORT AND VISA

An entry visa is required for China.  Please refer to the Chinese Consulate web site at http://www.china-embassy.org/eng/hzqz/default.htm for further details and to download the application form.  

For recent travel reports on China, please consult the State Department website at http://travel.state.gov/.

HEALTH AND SAFETY

It is strongly recommended that you consult your family physician prior to traveling to China to determine health risks and necessary vaccinations; especially if you have a medical condition.  All inoculations should be up-to-date prior to travel.  Please note that it is your responsibility to cover any health-related costs incurred during the mission.

For additional travel health information, please consult the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention at http://www.cdc.gov/.

ACCOMODATIONS

The Eastern Trade Council will have a block of hotel rooms reserved in Beijing, Lanzhou, Xian, and Chengdu.  We would request that you do not contact the hotel directly regarding room reservations within the block booking.
Confirmation of your hotel reservation(s) will be provided to you by the Eastern Trade Council.  Your hotel reservations will be made according to the dates you indicated.  Your credit card information will be used to reserve hotel accommodation only. 

For more information, please contact:

Laura Jaworski

State of Connecticut

Department of Economic and Community Development

505 Hudson Street, 3rd Floor 

Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Phone: 860/270-8068

Fax: 860/270-8016

Laura.Jaworski@po.state.ct.us
