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     Lauren Kyle, CERC, 860-571-6203
STATE’S INDUSTRY CLUSTER INITIATIVE RECEIVES

NATIONAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AWARD

DECD Recognized for Economic Development Efforts

STATEWIDE – Connecticut’s Economic Competitiveness Strategy, known as the state’s Industry Cluster Initiative, has earned a 2001 Silver Economic Development Achievement Award from Business Facilities magazine.  The publication's prestigious annual Economic Development Achievement Awards Program distinguishes outstanding initiatives throughout the United States and worldwide.  

Connecticut’s Economic Competitiveness Strategy, overseen by the Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD), was recognized in the competition’s Statewide Economic Development Strategy category for its innovation, effectiveness and pro-business impact.

Developed by the Governor’s Council on Economic Competitiveness & Technology, the Industry Cluster Initiative is a public/private partnership—driven by industry and the private sector—to identify, develop, implement, and nurture cluster activity in industries and markets critical to the state’s economic growth.  Clusters are groups of industries that create products and services related by a common technology, market or need, and the firms that support those businesses.  Connecticut’s existing clusters are in aerospace, bioscience, metal manufacturing, maritime, software and information technology, plastics and tourism.

“As a national leader in cluster-based economic development, the Department of Economic and Community Development proudly accepts this honor on behalf of the Governor’s Council and numerous partners who contribute to the success of Connecticut’s Industry Cluster Initiative,” said DECD Commissioner James F. Abromaitis.  “This initiative is making our businesses and workers more competitive and is helping us to develop a blueprint for future economic growth.”

The Department of Economic and Community Development is the lead agency for Connecticut's economic and community development activities.  More information about DECD and other state initiatives can be found at http://www.decd.org/.  

To view Connecticut’s award and all of the Business Facilities Award winners, visit http://www.tfmgr.com/busfac/2001edwinners7.htm.
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Connecticut Dept. of Economic & Community Development

Honored for Excellence in Economic Development

Red Bank, NJ – Business Facilities announced today that the Connecticut Dept. of Economic and Community Development has won the second place, silver award in the Statewide Economic Development Strategy category of the magazine’s 2001 Economic Development Achievement Awards Program. Business Facilities’ awards program, now in its 9th year, recognizes those communities, corporations, and individuals who are the driving force behind our country’s economic growth
In 1998, formation of a task force of 125 business leaders from Connecticut led to the passage of the state's Industry Cluster Initiative under the state's Department of Economic and Community Development. This public/private partnership that Judge Doug Aldrich calls a "top-notch approach" is built around the idea that nurturing the state's key industries improves business competitiveness, which boosts the economy and leads to a better quality of life. 

The six clusters—bioscience, software/information technology, aerospace components, metals manufacturing, maritime, and plastics—combine the market knowledge and expertise of businesses with the talents and resources of government, education, private sector, and economic development organizations. "Connecticut's cluster approach is an effective way to target industrial sectors that mean the most to the state's economy," comments Judge Del Birch.

Among the most innovative and impressive accomplishments of the initiative was the establishment of the Governor's Council on Economic Competitiveness and Technology, comprised of CEOs from a cross-section of industries, legislative leaders, heads of key educational institutions, labor representatives, officials of industry associations, and state commissioners. 

"The Governor's Council on Economic Competitiveness and Technology is a good idea bringing CEOs together to build practical strategy," says Judge Dana Olson.  "The Governor's Council creates a ‘partnership philosophy' and a line of communications that should impress any CEO looking for an East Coast location," agrees Judge Birch. "It will be instrumental in helping this initiative retain its effectiveness in years to come."

- more -
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Through its cluster strategy, Connecticut has diversified its economy, become less reliant upon defense, and become better prepared for economic ups and downs. "This is a win-win program that's obvious to all," concludes Judge Birch. "A cluster approach not only helps in-state businesses grow and prosper but also serves as an economic development tool—a magnet—that could potentially draw firms to the state attracted by a cluster's resources."

Using a three-tiered scoring system focusing on innovation, effectiveness, and pro-business impact, a distinguished panel of site selectors, judged the entries. The judges (who also serve as the magazine’s editorial advisory board) are a highly qualified group from diverse business backgrounds. Each deals with site location or economic development in his everyday work environment. 

The judges were: Doug Aldrich, Global Manager of Laboratory Facilities, Dow Corning Corp.; Doug Noonan, Director of Corporate Real Estate & Facilities, Reebok Int.; Dana Olson, COO, ACI Telecentric; and Michael Stephani, CEO and President, Exotrope Inc. and Del Birch, Vice President of Business Retention Technologies. 

Business Facilities is a monthly magazine written and edited for top-level executives involved in the selection of sites for their company’s facilities. The audience spans all industry and service sectors.  For more information on the awards or Business Facilities, call (800) 524-0337 or visit http://www.facilitycity.com/busfac/2001edwinners2.htm
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