Manufacturing Innovation Fund Advisory Board
Meeting Minutes
Department of Economic and Community Development (DECD)
April 14, 2015
8:30 AM-10:00 AM
505 Hudson Street
Hartford, Connecticut

Attendance
· Board Members: Commissioner Catherine Smith, John Zoldy, Donald Balducci, Colin Cooper, Chris DiPentima, Beverlee Dacey John Harrity
· Board Members via Phone:, Todd Pihl
· Quorum: Yes
· Others Present: Elliot Ginsberg, Jennifer Herz, Deputy Commissioner Murphy, Vinnie Valente, Mike Barkley, Bernice Zampano, Mark Polzella, Barbara Fernandez, Amy Lopez, Carmen Molina-Rios and Ben Arsenault 
Minutes
Meeting called to order by Chair Commissioner Catherine H. Smith at 8:36 am.  

Public Meeting
1. Commissioner Smith welcomed the board to the meeting and introductions were made. 
2. Minutes: Commissioner called for the minutes be reviewed and approved. Don Balducci requested that the minutes be amended to reflect his recusal of the vote for funding to CCAT for the Voucher program since he is doing work for the organization. Commissioner motioned to approve Minutes of March 26, 2015 meeting.  John Harrity moved and John Zoldy seconded the motion. All were in favor and minutes with the amendment was approved on April, 14, 2015. 
3. Statements of Financial Interests: Commissioner reminded the board to fill out the online Statements of Financial Interests with the Office of Ethics, which is due at the end of this month.
4. Financial portfolio: Commissioner Smith presented the financial report and highlighted the new ask of $50 million in the Governor’s budget for the Manufacturing Innovation Fund.  The Commissioner requested to have a financial report at all of the following board meetings.  There were not comments and/or questions. No action or votes were taken. 
5. Apprenticeship Program: Chris DiPentima presented the subcommittee recommended program design and budget. 
Discussion Items
· Goal of the program is to gain more apprenticeships. 
· The number of apprentices should be hire. 
· The on-going business definition will include businesses that have acquired new businesses. 
· The program needs more employer interest.
· To be eligible the number of employees of 300 isn’t reflective of the market.  The number should be hire. Colin Cooper proposed 750.
· Industry average for apprenticeship salary varies and is not necessarily $40,000 in the market.
· Maybe a cap (5 or 10) should be put on the number of apprenticeship’s a sponsor company can get incentives for.  
· The wage subsidy should be based on a 4:1 ratio. 
· The program should have flexible criteria and reporting. 
· The Manufacturing Apprenticeship Tax Credit being proposed at the legislature will help.  
· Commissioner requested that the board consider either a wage subsidy or a tax credit from a fiscal perspective. 
· Wage progression federal requirements of the DOL apprenticeship program; including impacts to the MIF: Apprenticeship Program.
· How does the program handle paying employees while going to school for courses? 
	Action Items: 
· Subcommittee will take on the above issues and bring recommendations back to the board at the next advisory board meeting on May 12, 2015. 

6. Incumbent Worker Training: Amy Lopez reported: We are finalizing the Memorandum of Agreement phase and should be executed today We are still on target to meet the April 15, 2015 launch date; DOL provided training to all 12 business services reps on April 8, 2105. The website and on-line application is ready to live. The program slip sheet has been finalized and ready for distribution.   Governor’s announcement to be scheduled in the next few weeks. 
7. IMCP Update: Carmen Molina-Rios reported that DECD submitted the IMCP application and thanked the board and the stakeholders for participating.  We should have a response in about 3 months.  John Harrity asked if it makes sense for the board members to send letters of support. DECD staff to give John a sample letter and IMCP contact information. 
8. Other Business
Next meeting will be on May 12th  
Commissioner Smith Adjourned meeting at 9:55 a.m.

