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EASTERN TRADE COUNCIL

CHINA BUSINESS MATCHMAKING TRADE MISSION
Postponed to Fall 2005

The Eastern Trade Council (ETC), sponsors of this trade mission, is comprised of the following States: Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont and Puerto Rico. The purpose of the ETC is to promote regional export promotion and cooperation between its member States.  For more information about the ETC, please visit the group’s website at www.easterntradecouncil.org.  

Currently, China is the world's fifth largest trading entity; the Chinese economy grew 9 percent in 2003.  With a population of 1.3 billion, China represents an emerging and dynamic market.  Despite the economic downturn elsewhere, China remains one of the fastest growing economies in the world, and is predicted to become the world's largest economic center by the year 2030. 
· Total Northeast exports to China in 2003 equaled $3,537,239,714, reflecting a 32.49% increase over the total value of Northeast exports in 2002.
· On a year-to-date basis, growth in exports of 33.58% have already been realized, with total Northeast exports for year-to-date October 2004 figures showing a value of $3,824,346,383. 
· Major export industry sectors for the region include: industrial machinery, including computers; electric machinery; sound equipment; TV, optical and photo equipment; medical/surgical instruments; iron and steel.  
·  With China’s recent WTO entry, winning the bid to host the 2008 Olympics in Beijing and the 2010 world expo in Shanghai, there are many opportunities awaiting Northeast companies.
The mission will: 

· Assist U.S. companies to pursue export and other new business opportunities in China by introducing them to key host government decision-making officials and to potential private enterprise business partners.  Contacts will also be provided for U.S. companies interested in joint venture entrepreneurs. 

· Assist new-to-market firms to gain access to and understanding of the Chinese market.  Promote new business for U.S. companies already operating in China.

ETC will provide U.S. companies a fast and practical channel into the China market. Our trade representative in China, Oriamer LLC, will arrange customized business meetings for participants based on information provided by the participating company and in accordance of their market objectives as well as provide for some cultural activities.  

Details will be forthcoming.  

For more information, please contact:

Laura Jaworski

State of Connecticut

Department of Economic and Community Development

505 Hudson Street, 3rd Floor 

Hartford, Connecticut 06106

Phone: 860/270-8068

Fax: 860/270-8016

Laura.Jaworski@po.state.ct.us
