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Governor Rell Announces Small Cities Grant 

Funding for 28 Connecticut Communities

Governor M. Jodi Rell today announced the state has awarded $13,245,000 in Small Cities grants to 28 towns.

“The Small Cities program is one of the best ways that state and federal governments can assist smaller communities in a wide range of development activities,” said Governor Rell. “These grants allow us to partner with towns to preserve or build senior centers, build housing for the elderly or low- and moderate-income residents and modernize municipal buildings. Without this collaboration, communities that often face strict budget limitations might not be able to financially support such important projects.


“Housing projects were the big beneficiaries from this final round of 2007 funding,” the Governor said. “Out of a total of 28 grants, 10 funded housing rehabilitation programs and seven funded senior housing projects. A total of 343 senior housing units will be rehabilitated and another 139 units of low-income housing will benefit from the grants.”

In addition, three senior centers, five town hall projects and three street repair projects will be assisted through Small Cities grants.


The grant recipients:

· Brookfield will receive $750,000 in Small Cities funds to expand its senior center kitchen, double the size of the community room, widen the entrance for better accessibility and update the electrical system. This project will help ease overcrowding and offer more activities and comfort to patrons. The town will also contribute $1 million in leveraged funds.
· Deep River’s $150,000 Small Cities grant will help fund Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) improvements to the Town Hall. The improvements will include accessibility modifications to the bathrooms and entryways.
· East Haven will use its $300,000 Small Cities grant to continue a townwide housing rehabilitation program. Deferred or low-interest loans are provided to income-eligible projects and applicants to rehabilitate the town’s housing stock and preserve decent, safe and affordable housing options. The town proposes to rehabilitate 10 housing units.

· Ellington’s $300,000 Small Cities grant will fund a regional housing rehabilitation program in Ellington, Suffield and Somers. The program provides grants and deferred loans for the rehabilitation of single- and multi-family residential properties. An estimated 15 residential units will be repaired.

· Enfield will receive $300,000 in Small Cities funds to re-capitalize the town’s housing rehabilitation program, which provides grants, deferred loans and amortized loans for single- and multi-family residential properties. An estimated 14 units will be rehabilitated.

· Franklin will use $200,000 in Small Cities funds for ADA improvements in the Town Hall, including accessibility modifications to the entryways and the installation of a ramp and an elevator.

· Guilford will receive $700,000 in Small Cities funds to rehabilitate 40 units of affordable housing at the Boston Terrace Elderly Housing Complex. The Guilford Housing Authority plans to upgrade the heating system, replace old windows, install a new generator in the community room and upgrade the existing bathrooms. With this grant, the housing authority can avoid raising rents.
· Killingly plans to continue its successful housing rehabilitation program with its $300,000 Small Cities grant. The town will rehabilitate approximately 15 units of single- and/or multi-family units of housing in the Danielson area. The program will provide income-eligible homeowners with up to $24,000 in deferred payment loans and landlords can receive up to $15,000 (with $15,000 match) per unit to correct health and safety code violations.

· Mansfield will use $500,000 in Small Cities funds to install fire and safety alarms, sprinklers and safety egress for 36 elderly housing units at Juniper Hills Senior Housing Complex, a HUD-assisted senior housing facility.
· Middlebury’s $695,000 Small Cities grant will help fund ADA improvements to the Town Hall. The improvements will include accessibility modifications to the entryways and the installation of a ramp and elevator.

· Middlefield will receive a $300,000 in Small Cities grant to continue its successful housing rehabilitation program. The town will provide deferred payment loans to income-eligible homeowners and plans to rehabilitate 10-15 units by correcting code-related deficiencies.
· New Hartford will establish a townwide Housing Rehabilitation Revolving Loan Program with its $300,000 in Small Cities funds. The town anticipates that it will be able to assist 10 households.

· Old Saybrook will implement a townwide sewer avoidance program with $300,000 in Small Cities funds. The program will provide deferred payment loans to low- and moderate-income families to repair defective and/or failing septic systems for approximately 25 homes.

· Pomfret will use $450,000 in Small Cities funds to rehabilitate the 31-unit Seeley Brown Village congregate housing project. The improvements will include repairs to the roof, siding and lighting, alarm and heating systems.

· Salisbury plans to use its $750,000 Small Cities grant to construct a new 4,000-square-foot senior center at Town Grove, replacing the existing senior center on the same site. Available to the town’s 975 seniors, the new center will provide more space for programs and services.

· Southbury’s $700,000 Small Cities grant will be used to make renovations at Grace Meadows Senior Housing, a USDA-funded complex. The project calls for the rehabilitation of 48 units and will include code upgrades to correct inadequate fire alarms and emergency call systems, replacement of windows and gutters, electrical upgrades, drainage improvements and an addition to the community building.

· Sprague will be awarded a $500,000 Small Cities grant to rebuild sidewalks, curb cuts and related improvements on Main Street in Baltic Village. Past town projects have focused on the improvement of housing, upgrading of public facilities and the elimination of blighted conditions in the downtown area.

· Stafford will use its $500,000 Small Cities grant to fund the reconstruction of Prospect Street. The project will include the replacement of the drainage system and sidewalks and the repaving of the entire street.

· Thompson will receive $460,000 in Small Cities funds to upgrade its Town Hall by making it handicapped accessible. The main component of the project will be the installation of an elevator for access to the 2nd floor, and the construction of ADA accessible bathrooms.
· Tolland plans to expand its senior center with $750,000 in Small Cities funds. This grant will fund an expansion through a build-out of the basement, including the installation of an elevator between the ground floor and the basement.

· Torrington’s $700,000 Small Cities grant will fund rehabilitation of 39 housing units at Willows Garden Senior Housing complex, owned by Torrington Housing Authority. The town plans to complete a major rehabilitation that includes roof replacement and parking lot and sidewalk improvements.
· Vernon will receive a $500,000 Small Cities grant to fund the reconstruction of 1,700 feet of High Street. The project will include extensive improvements to the drainage system, the replacement of the sidewalks and the repaving of the street.

· Wallingford’s East Side Terrace Elderly Housing complex will benefit from a $700,000 Small Cities grant. The town will renovate the 30 units of elderly housing and eliminate structural deficiencies. Work will include a roof redesign to eliminate poor drainage, as well as replacement windows, entry doors and installation of storm/screen doors to improve energy efficiency.

· Winchester will provide funds from its $640,000 Small Cities grant to the Winchester Housing Authority for renovations at two senior housing complexes. Renovations at Greenwoods Garden, which has 40 units, include parking lot repairs, ADA renovations to 4 units and community room addition. Renovations to Chestnut Grove, which has 79 units, include parking lot repairs and barrier-free bathroom renovations.

· Windsor plans to use its $300,000 Small Cities grant for its townwide housing rehabilitation program. The program will address housing code violations, improve energy efficiency, handicapped accessibility and remove hazardous materials. The town proposes to rehabilitate 17 housing units.

· Windsor Locks will receive a $600,000 Small Cities grant to help fund renovations of its Town Hall. To comply with ADA requirements, bathrooms will be renovated and an elevator will be installed to make the second floor more accessible.

· Wolcott will continue its Housing Rehabilitation Revolving Loan Fund Program with its $300,000 Small Cities grant. Wolcott will provide affordable financing to approximately 10 low- and moderate-income households to correct serious housing deficiencies.

· Woodbridge plans to fund its townwide residential rehabilitation program with a $300,000 Small Cities grant. The town currently has eight projects on the waiting list with a cross-section of projects like septic system repairs, electrical, energy efficiency and structural repairs.

The federal Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Program funds the state Small Cities grants. The program, operated by Connecticut’s Department of Economic and Community Development under the auspices of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, provides grants to eligible municipalities for economic development, affordable housing, community facilities and the revitalization of development projects.
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