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SOUTHEASTERN CONNECTICUT HOUSING
STUDY RELEASED TO PUBLIC

Compilation and Analysis of Key Social 
and Economic Factors Related to Housing

Norwich, CT – Today, the Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments in collaboration with the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development, Southeastern Connecticut Workforce Investment Board and United Way of Southeastern Connecticut, released a study entitled “Housing a Region in Transition, An Analysis of Housing Needs in Southeastern Connecticut, 2000-2005.” 

The study written and analyzed by Richard B. Erickson, AICP, takes an in-depth look at a variety of data related to the region’s economy, workforce, population and housing stock. Assessments of current regional housing needs and short-range future needs are provided, as well as a suggested plan of action.

It is indicated that between 2000 and 2005 the region will need between 4,300 and 5,100 new housing units to accommodate its anticipated population. Of that housing stock, 35 percent will need to be rental units and at least 15 percent should be assisted units for low-income housing.

“This study demonstrates that housing is one of the most critical issues facing us in southeastern Connecticut,” said Nick Mullane, Chairman Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments.  “How the region mobilizes to address the identified housing needs of its population will prove critical to our future. We at the Southeastern Connecticut Council of Governments are grateful for the participation of our study partners and to all those who contributed to this most important regional effort.”
The study further details gaming as the engine of the new economy. The two casinos combined employ nearly 24,000 people – more than twice that of the next largest employer, the U.S. Naval Submarine Base.

“The region has already invested in human capital,” said Peter Schultz, Chairman Southeastern Connecticut Workforce Investment Board. “We now need to invest in the infrastructure to support it. We need an adequate and affordable supply of housing including multi-family homes.”

 According to the study, the scale and complexity of southeastern Connecticut’s housing problems calls for a regional marshaling of forces such as the Council of Governments, the region’s municipalities, the State of Connecticut, federal agencies and officials, the two tribal nations operating casinos, other major employers, the building industry, and many of the nonprofit agencies concerned with housing.

 “Providing funding for this study is just the beginning for human service agencies like United Way,” said David A. Whitehead, Chairman, United Way of Southeastern Connecticut. “Our goal is to collaborate with other organizations to provide solutions to the housing crisis.”

“This study gives us a clearer perspective on the housing issues that face southeastern Connecticut,” said James F. Abromaitis, Commissioner of the Connecticut Department of Economic and Community Development. “We support our partners in their continuing efforts to improve the quality of life for the region’s residents.”
To obtain a copy of the executive summary report, contact Jim Butler at 860.889.2324.
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