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A.
General Provisions




In addition to providing cash and medical assistance, the Department provides the following special benefits in the SAGA program:  





1.
payments for funeral and burial expenses;





2.
payments for out-of-state transportation;





3.
payments for property repairs;





4.
payments for attorneys' fees in successful appeals of SSI denials and terminations;





5.
payments for health and hospital insurance premiums.





The rules for special benefits in the SAGA program are the same as in the AFDC program except as stated in this chapter (Cross Reference: 9005, 9010, 9025, 9035 and 9040).




B.
Funeral and Burial Expenses-SCA or SMA




1.
General Principles





Except for the following,  the rules for payment of funeral and burial expenses under SAGA are the same as in the AFDC program.






a.
The Department pays funeral and burial expenses for a deceased individual who was not a recipient of TFA, AFDC or AABD at the time of death when the individual:







(1)
dies without sufficient estate to pay the expenses; and







(2)
has no legally liable relatives who are able to pay the expenses.






b.
The amount of the Department's payment is reduced by certain contributions.





2.
Application Process





a.
No application is required if the deceased individual was a recipient of Medicaid or SAGA cash or medical assistance at the time of death.  
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2.
Application Process (continued)





b.
When the deceased individual was not a recipient of SCA, SMA or Medicaid, an application for SAGA burial can be filed within one year of the date of death by any of the following individuals:







(1)
the funeral director; or







(2)
a relative, friend or conservator of the deceased individual; or







(3)
anyone who has legal custody of the remains.






c.
There is no standard of promptness for burial cases.  However, the Department must determine eligibility in a reasonable period of time.  





3.
Eligible Individuals





A deceased individual is eligible for SAGA burial expenses if:






a.

the net value of his or her estate, and/or all actual and expected legally liable relatives' contributions and/or the value of all other countable contributions in excess of $2,800, is less than $1,800 or the amount of the funeral bill, whichever is less; and






b.

he or she was a Connecticut resident at the time of death, 
according to Department rules; and






c.

the deceased individual also met the SAGA town residency requirements at the time of death.  (Cross Reference:
8080.30) 






4.
Ineligible Individuals 






a.
The Department does not pay for funeral and burial expenses under SAGA if the deceased:







(1)
was a recipient of TFA/AFDC, RCA or AABD at the time of death; or







(2)
the deceased was a stillborn child; or
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4.
Ineligible Individuals (continued)







(3)
the net value of the deceased's estate totals $1,800 or more; or







(4)
the deceased's legally liable relative(s) are able to contribute at least $1,800 toward the cost of funeral and burial expenses; or







(5)
the value of all countable contributions from non-legally








liable relatives in excess of $2,800 equals or exceeds $1,800; or                                                  







(6)
any combination of the amounts from (3), (4) and (5) equals or exceeds $1,800.





b.
The Department also does not pay for the cost of funeral and burial on behalf of an individual:







(1)
who did not meet the SAGA town residence requirements at the time of his or her death; and/or   







(2)
was institutionalized at the time of death, and the deceased's town of residence prior to entering the institution is a town that is administering General Assistance; and/or










(3)
was homeless and died in a town that is administering General Assistance.






c.
When there is a dispute over who is responsible for a deceased individual, the Department will accept the request for funeral and burial special benefits.





5.
Estate of the Deceased Individual





a.
There is no asset limit or transfer of asset test for SAGA burial cases.






b.
Assets in the estate include, but are not limited to:  







(1)
liquid assets including cash, bank accounts, stocks, bonds  and mortgages; and 

CONNECTICUT DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES

UNIFORM POLICY MANUAL

______________________________________________________________________________

Date:  10-1-06

          Transmittal:  UP-06-33
8080.90 page 4

______________________________________________________________________________

Section:








Type:


Special Programs
POLICY

______________________________________________________________________________

Chapter:








Program:
SCA

State-Administered General Assistance





SMA

______________________________________________________________


Subject:


Special Benefits











______________________________________________________________________________
8080.90
B.
5.
Estate of the Deceased Individual (continued)







(2)
the face value of insurance policies issued on the life of the deceased individual; and 







(3)
real and personal property, including home owned property, motor vehicles, and the value of a burial plot or any burial reserve accounts.






c.
The entire amount remaining after subtracting the costs of administering the estate from the total assets of the estate, together with the face value of any insurance policies issued on the life of the deceased, shall be considered available to apply to the cost of burial. 





6.
Legally Liable Relative Contribution







Spouses and parents of children under 18 are legally liable to contribute toward funeral and burial expenses.  






a.
the financial liability of the legally liable relative for the  funeral and burial is computed following the rules at 7520.05.






b.
the legally liable relative's expected contribution is the amount he or she would pay as support for one month.






c.
the expected contribution is deemed available to the cost of burial, even if it is not actually paid.





7.
Excess Value of Other Contributions





a.
The total of cash and in-kind contributions from other sources, such as non-legally liable relatives, friends, agencies or benevolent organizations that exceeds $2,800 is deducted from the Department's payment.   






b.
The value of an in-kind contribution, such as a burial plot, is considered the actual cost of the item or its fair market value. 





8.
Amount of Payment







a.
The standard of payment for a SAGA funeral and burial is $1,800, or the actual cost of the funeral and burial, whichever is less.  The payment is made directly to the funeral home.
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8.
Amount of Payment (continued)






b.
The amount of the payment is reduced by all of the following:







(1)
the net value of the deceased's estate, including the face value of any insurance policies issued on the life of the deceased; and







(2)
the actual or expected contribution from legally liable relatives, whichever is higher; and







(3)
the excess value of cash and in-kind contributions from other sources.










c.
The value of any Social Security death benefit that is paid to a legally liable relative is:







(1)
counted as income when calculating the relative's expected contribution; or







(2) 
treated as a contribution when it is paid toward the cost of the burial by a legally liable relative.





9.
Covered Expenses, Billing and Verification of Death





a.
The Department's payment for funeral and burial expenses in the SAGA program covers the same expenses as in the AFDC program.   






b.
The Department does not make a payment until it receives a proper bill and a copy of the death certificate from the funeral director.




C.
Payment of SSI Attorney's Fees-SCA





1.
Eligibility Requirement






To be eligible for the payment of attorney's fees, all of the following conditions must be met:






a.
the individual was notified that the Social Security Administration:







(1)
has denied his or her application for SSI; or
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1.
Eligibility Requirement (continued)







(2)
intends to discontinue his or her SSI benefit.






b.
the attorney agrees to accept the case on a contingency fee basis;






c.
the attorney agrees to accept the Department's payment as payment in full;






d.
the attorney prepares and files a successful appeal and the person actually receives SSI benefits;






e.
the attorney submits his or her bill within one year of the favorable decision;






f.
the person was a recipient of SAGA cash assistance at some time during the appeal period.





2.
Payment Amount





a.
The Department's payment to the attorney is the same as in the AABD program, except that the total amount paid can not exceed $3000.  (Cross Reference: 9035). 






b.
When there is a concurrent claim for SSI and Social Security Disability (SSD) benefits, the Social Security Administration or the federal court may establish a fee to be paid to the attorney for either or both claims.  






c.
For the SSD portion of a concurrent claim, the attorney's fee is deducted from the appellant's retroactive Social Security Disability award.  






d.
For the SSI portion of a concurrent claim, the Department's payment is the lesser of:







(1)
the fee set by the Social Security Administration or the Court; or







(2)
$1000 or 25% of the retroactive SSI award, whichever is greater.
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2.
Payment Amount (continued)







(3)
any amount withheld from the appellant's SSD retroactive benefit for the payment of attorney's fees is deducted from the amount of the Department's payment as established at (1) or (2).





3.
Recovery of Benefits





The Department does not recover the amount of any attorney fees paid from the recipient or his or her estate.




D.
Health and Hospital Insurance Premiums




The Department pays health and hospital insurance premiums on behalf of SCA and SMA recipients following the rules for the Medicaid program at 9040. 

