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Except as provided in this chapter, recovery in SAGA is handled exactly the same as it is in AFDC (Cross Reference: 7500).




A.
Assignments of Interest
The amount of the Department's claim to any proceeds from a cause of action or a decedent estate is the total amount of SAGA cash and medical assistance paid to or on behalf of the assistance unit, subject to any limitations described in Section 7500.         




B.
Assignments of Potential SSI Benefits

Any cash recipient who is applying for SSI benefits must assign his or her interest in potential retroactive benefits to the Department.





1.
The amount of the Department's claim to retroactive SSI benefits awarded to an individual is:






a.
the total of all cash assistance paid to or on  behalf of the individual during the SSI retroactive period; and






b.
pro-rated by the number of members of the assistance unit to determine his or her share of assistance when the recipient is a member of a family unit.





2.
The Department does not recover any payment made on behalf of a recipient for attorney's fees incurred during the successful appeal of a Social Security Administration denial of SSI benefits (Cross Reference: 9000).  




C.
Liens




1.
A lien is placed against:






a.
the home property and any in-state non-home owned property of any assistance unit member; and 






b.
any in-state real property owned by a legally-liable relative, whether or not he or she lives with the assistance unit.  





2.
The effective date of a lien is the effective date of the initial award.





3.
The Department's claim for any property repairs made to the assistance unit's home property is secured by the Department's lien.(Cross Reference:9000).
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C.
Liens  (continued)





4.
The amount of the Department's lien against the property of an assistance unit member is the total of all cash and medical assistance paid to or on behalf of the assistance unit.








5.
The amount of the Department's lien against the property of a legally-liable relative is the total amount of cash and medical assistance paid to or on behalf of all members for whom the relative is legally responsible.




D.
Security Mortgages




1.
The assistance unit must grant the Department a security mortgage when the assistance unit owns non-home property located out-of-state.





2.
The amount of the Department's claim in a security mortgage is the total of all cash and medical assistance paid to or on behalf of the assistance unit.






3.
Equity in jointly-owned non-home property is not considered inaccessible to the assistance unit if the co-owners consist only of assistance unit members, their spouses or other legally liable relatives who live with the assistance unit.




E.
Recovery from Acquired Property
The Department's claim against any windfall or converted asset is the total amount of cash and medical assistance paid to or on behalf of the assistance unit.

